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      The Preexistence of Christ 
       By: Gracia M. Grindal 

 

The sound of light breaking into time, 
Wave on wave, giving the spirit flesh, 
A new dimension, making the cosmos rhyme, 
He spoke the galaxies and gave dust breath 

Out of eternity, bringing us light; 
Changing darkness to color by a word; 
Dividing morning, noon, and sable night. 
Gathered the waters, continents appeared. 
He planted vegetables and fruits to eat, 
Hanging the sun and moon into the heavens. 
With animals of every kind for meat, 
Their skins for clothes, multiple provisions. 
The light tumbled down a narrow way 

Toward a hill, the derelictions of a day. 
 

From: Jesus, The Harmony: Gospel Sonnets for 
365 days 
 

Knowing what to write in this kind of introduction 
has never really been my forte. As it is a season 
of new beginnings, starting somewhere near “The 
Beginning” seems like as good a place as any.  
In the beginning, Pastor Randy Olson from the 

Synod, who works with congregational life matters in the synod including call 
process, contacted me about a possible interim. I was looking for something 
transitional while I continue to lean into trying to listen for where God is call-
ing me next as a Pastor and follower of Christ’s way.  

Randy thought Hope would be a good fit, and so did I! The council 
agreed with us after an informal interview, and so here I am: the short story 
of how I came to be here among you leading you in this transitional time 
while Hope works through the time between settled pastors.   

What’s important to know about me and this ministry we now share to-
gether for this week is that I am excited to be here, overwhelmed by all the 
information a new call brings with it like; “who leads this, who knows this, 
how does this go, what is important here…”, and that I hope to be a good 
guide, mentor, and Pastor for you on this next phase of the ministry of Christ 
continuing to happen at Hope.  

I trust in this time of discovery where we are both learning about each 
other and ourselves that we will find joy and beauty in the Good News of Je-
sus Christ. We may be challenged in our faith by circumstance and change, 
but holding fast to the great commandments to “love God with all of our 
heart, soul, and mind,” and “to love each other as God loved us” will keep us 
oriented towards the goal of striving together to bring God’s kingdom a little 
nearer to our home on Earth. 
 

Picture: Telescope, Webb Space. “Webb Takes a Stunning, Star-Filled Portrait of the Pillars of Creation (Full View).” ESA/Webb, NASA, 
https://esawebb.org/images/weic2216b/. Accessed 2 September 2026.  
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Beyond the Rainbow:Garland at Carnegie Hall 
History Theatre  

Sunday, November 22  2:00 pm 
 
The production retraces Judy Garland’s legendary 1961 Carnegie 
Hall concert and her life journey from  
Grand Rapids, MN to Hollywood.  
 
Group tickets are $35 per person if ordered by September 13. Please 
sign up at church;  payment can be made to Karen Brohaugh.  
 

Sponsored by Membership Congregational Life  
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We need 4 more people to attend this event in order 

for HOPE to get the group rate for tickets. 

Please let Karen Brohaugh know if you want to attend 

by September 10th! 
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We still have the following roles open in the next 2 weeks! 
Please consider signing up: 

 
 

September 13th  
Flowers 

 
September 20th  
Assisting Minister 

Reader 
Coffee/Fellowship 

 
IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE! 

 
Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 

Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 
  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf


God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is September 13. This is an annual day of service 

to our neighbors and our church celebrated by the ELCA nationwide. If you re-

member, last year we were very busy making teddy bears that were delivered to 

various service agencies, planting trees, and writing notecards to our shut-ins. 

This year our projects will include: 

1. Helping to complete the first Tiny House that is part of Wellspring Village. The 

main task will be staining the outside of the house. Some inside work may also 

be done. No prior experience is needed; a supervisor will be on hand to assist. 

The Tiny House is housed inside the pole shed on the farm across from the 

church on the corner of Huppert Street and Chapman Drive. Please sign up on 

the clipboard on the back table if interested.  

2. Preparing Welcome Bags for the “new” neighbors on Husby Way. Tasks will in-

clude: 

a. Writing 20 welcome note cards which will welcome them to the neigh-

borhood with an invitation to join a worship service at HOPE 

b. Coloring 20 bookmarks 

c. Making 20 prayer chains with beads and charms 

Please consider serving in one of the above activities after Sunday worship and a 

shared meal. 
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Sunday, September 13th 

HOPE Welcomes Pastor Rachel Sjeia to her second Sunday 

as our interim Pastor so she can get to know us better please 

bring a dish to share! 

 



Dear members of HOPE, 
 

The council has voted to approve the following people to serve on the Transition 

Team and the Call Committee in the coming months as we look for a new pastor.  

A big thank you to all who have volunteered to serve in this way!  We are so ap-

preciative! 

Transition Team      Call Committee 

Alyssa Boock      Linda Jacobson 

Ryan Brill        Phil Klacan 

Martie Guthrie      Nancy Sailer 

Ed Quinn       Bill Montgomery 

Nancy Sailer      Lynda Meyers 

        Diane Clark 

        Hallie Neuhaus 
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There are still spots available for volunteering with the Feed My 
Starving Children event in River Falls September 8 and 9. The 
evening sessions for both days are filled. Go to the website below 
to sign up, mainly packing at Tattersall from 2:00-4:00 both days, 
unloading supplies on September 8 and cleaning up on Septem-
ber 9. HOPE Lutheran is a sponsor this year.  
 
https://www.fmsc.org/volunteer-listing/?
search_term=54022&search_start=2026-08-25&search_end=2026
-09-30&miles=25&chosen_mode=Near%
20Location&users_zip=55128 
 

Jewelry policy 
To comply with FDA requirements and remove all opportunity for 
foreign objects to fall into our life-saving meals (which could cause 
choking, tooth breakage and more), FMSC volunteers must re-
move all jewelry and/or accessories before packing. 
 No jewelry is permitted in the packing room, labeling areas, 

Warehouse Crew area or when inspecting raw ingredients. 
 Prohibited jewelry includes earrings, watches, rings, necklaces, 

pins, brooches, etc. 
 Wedding bands are permitted. However, if your band has a 

stone, you will be required to wear a glove. 
 Facial piercings, gauges and new earrings that lock in the back 

are permitted (please inform a staff member). 
 Medical alert bracelets and necklaces may be worn. 
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You are invited to join in any of the upcoming activities hosted by Congregational 
Life. Members and visitors can register on the clipboard on the table in the sanctuary 
or you can call the host of the event or the church office (Olive) 715-425-9750 or 
email hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com to register  
 
Registrations are due by August 5th for the Golf Outing and August 15th for the 
play at the Guthrie. The hosts will contact those registered for the dates and 
fees for the events.   
Karen Brohaugh Guthrie play and dinner   715-220-6488 
Nancy Sailer Asian Dinner/Social    715-307-3298 
Ed Paulson  Grief Group/3rd Wed of the month  715-381-8708 

Congregational Life Upcoming Events 
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Daytime Book Group 

 If you like read please join the Daytime Book Group in the 

Eidskog room on Tuesday September 8th at 11:00.  We will 

be making our reading list for September—May 2th.  

mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Naomi Brandt 
Corey Heaton & Family (Friends of Nancy Sailor) 

The family of Jeff & Ann Rosenthal 
Dr. Wendolyn Slattery (Friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Mary Lynn Wisderschen & Family (family friends of Faye Perkins) 

Chuck Reid (Friend of aCarl Warren) 

Caitlyn Huls (Granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Kjersti Olson Duncan (Family friend of Diane Clark & Karen Rodewald) 

Steve Stocker (Friend of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Jerry Gibson (Father of Karen Rodewald and Diane Clark) 

Lisa Perlt Farley (Friend of Faye Perkins) 
Sam Morrissette (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 
Family of Betty Pierce (Friends of Mary Thompson) 
Doug Rudesill 

Rev. Ron Johnson (Friend of Karen Rodewald) 
Sue Tarr (Friend  or Faye Perkins) 

The Family of David Boock 
Mary Klacan 
Leslie Randall (Sister of Vicki Siebold) 
The Family of Jill Siebold (Daughter of Gary Siebold) 

Gwen Paulson and her son Chad Sequin (Friend of Bill & Kay Mont-
gomery) 
Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter) 
Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie) 

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock) 

Sylvia Secrist (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson) 
Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 
Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 
Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock) 
Gary Siebold 
David Hendrickson 
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September Baptisms

Lanelle Baernwald

Ryan Leitch

Keith Ruehlow

Nancy Sailer

Vicki Siebold

Dale Wegleitner

September Birthdays

Sarah Bondhus 3-Sep

Garrett Larson 8-Sep

Dale Wegleitner 8-Sep

Jane Terkelsen 10-Sep

Jeff Rodewald 12-Sep

Dan Rodewald 27-Sep

Morgan Porten 29-Sep

McKenna Brill 30-Sep

Vicki Siebold 30-Sep

September Anniversaries

Celebrating 

Years

Ed & Pam Quinn 21-Sep 41

Keith & Cara Getschel 16-Sep 37

James & Debra James 27-Sep 24



This Week at HOPE September 2, 2026 

DON’T  FORGET!  

MISSION TEAM HAS YOUR KWIK TRIP  

GIFT CARDS & CAR WASH CARDS! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car 
Wash cards are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our 
Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church of-
fice.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission 
Team can assist you in getting a card.  
 

Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place! 
 



All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

