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Mission & Values

MISSION

HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves.
We walk together in faith,
treasuring all people and sharing with them
the love, hope and acceptance that s in Christ.

All people without exception
Serving Generously
Spiritual Nourishment
Our Connection with Creation
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Hello new friends at HOPE Lutheran in River Falls Wisconsin,

Grace and Peace to you from our Abba God and from Jesus Christ our
Savior!

This is Pastor Rachel Sieja, your interim Pastor from the Northwest
Synod of Wisconsin (NWSWI).

| look forward to working with you in the transition time to come, and
want to take this opportunity to briefly introduce myself.

| grew up in a suburb of Chicago, though my family is from Wiscon-
sin originally, and my parents returned up north to Wisconsin in about
2005. My dad is a retired ELCA Pastor, my mom a retired librarian and |
carry the love of God, reading, and learning they both instilled in me to
this day.

My husband Dan and | have done a lot of moving in our lives, from
Minnesota to Maine, to Texas, and back to Wisconsin. We recently
celebrated our 13th anniversary. We love to travel, play board games,
watch movies, be outdoors and go hiking. | love fishing and being on the
water, salt or fresh, and | missed that part of life when we lived in central
Texas. | also dabble in water colors, play trumpet, and enjoy the theater.

My favorite parts of church life are singing, music, and leading
worship, walking with people through transitions in their lives like bap-
tisms,
weddings and funerals, and sharing the always good, but sometimes
challenging news of Jesus Christ and what it means to follow him in our
lives today.

| look forward to walking with you as we learn, remember, and
rediscover what it means to be a community brought together and sent
forth through Word and Sacrament to live a life centered in God’s love
through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Blessings,
Pastor Rachel Sieja
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3337 Kingsbarn Ave. River Falls, Wi 54022 Phone 715-425-9750

August 2, 2026

Dear HOPE members,

Very soon we will be forming our Transition Team and Call Committee as we begin our
search for a new pastor. Here is a brief description of each role.

Transition Team

Typically, this team is compnsed of 5-7 individuals and is largely different from the Call
Committee though often 1 person from the Transition Team will also serve on the Call
Committee to provide continuity. We expect the work of the Transition Team to take place
between this August and about the end of 2026. The pnmary tasks of the Transition Team
are to: Assess who we are and what we want to become using information from sources
such as the Church Assessment Tool, our previous Mission Site Profile and other sources.
Using this information, complete Parts 1 and 2 of the Mission Site Profile which focuses
on trends in our local community, the congregation, Synod and ELCA and our purpose,
gifts and mission.

Call Committee:

Generally, there are 6-8 people on the Call Committee. In some cases, an altemate is also
appointed that attends all meetings. The Call Committee should represent the diversity of
the congregation (age, gender, time as member, etc.) No more than 2 members of Council
should serve on the Call Committee. We expect the work of the Call Committee to take
place beginning in the latter part of 2026 and thru 2027 or until a new pastor is called. The
primary tasks of the Call Committee are to: A. Use the Transition Team Report and
sections of the Mission Site Profile completed by the TT to complete the remaining parts
of the MSP. This portion of the Mission Site Profile will focus on leadership needs, ministry
skills, and critical gifts of the new pastor. This document will be submitted to the synod.
B. The Call Committee will select individuals from list provided by Synod to interview. The
Call Committee will conduct interviews, decide on a candidate and present their reasoning
to Council & congregation.

If you are interested in becoming part of either team, please let me know by Sunday,

August 16.

In Grace,
Paula Klacan
Congregational President

pswklacan@gmail. com or 651-253-2645
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volunteers

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

: SIGN UP ONLINE
' OR ON SUNDAYS
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We still have the following roles open in the next 2 weeks!
Please consider signing up:

August 16th
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Acolyte

August 23rd
Ushers/Greeters
Communion Assistant
Flowers

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE!

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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Paper versions for those who took or submitted ‘
photos are on the entry table at HOPE. If you E

didn’t do that and want a paper version, please

bl
33+
32t

see Olive. We have about a dozen extra.

The Mobile App is available for everyone! If 5
you g_‘refey this approach, you may donate your ‘
papeér version back to Olive for new members. -

“

Go to Apple App Store or Google Play Store.
Search for “Universal Church Directory” to
download and install the app called “myUCD”.

You will need to get your family’s unique\‘ h
identifier from Keith Getschel or Dan Malaney. |
Email them at: | .
keithgetschel@gmail.com

dtmalaney@gmail.com **
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Congregational Life Upcoming Events

You are invited to join in any of the upcoming activities hosted by Congregational
Life. Members and visitors can register on the clipboard on the table in the sanctuary
or you can call the host of the event or the church office (Olive) 715-425-9750 or
email hopelutheranoffice.rf@agmail.com to register

Registrations are due by August 5" for the Golf Outing and August 15" for the
play at the Guthrie. The hosts will contact those registered for the dates and
fees for the events.

Vicki Seibold Golf a Monday night in September 715-222-7464

Karen Brohaugh Guthrie play and dinner 715-220-6488
Nancy Sailer Asian Dinner/Social 715-307-3298
Ed Paulson Grief Group/3"™ Wed of the month 715-381-8708

Daytime Book Group

If you like read please join the Daytime Book Group in the
Eidskog room on Tuesday September 8th at 11:00. We will
be making our reading list for September—May 2th.


mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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LUTHERAN

HOPE’s Worship Schedule for Summer

HOPE Summer Worship Schedule

7/12 Pastor Steve Meyers (Outdoor Worship)

7/19 Pastor Steve Meyers (Worship Inside)

7/26 Pastor Steve Meyers (Worship Inside)

8/2 Pastor Steve Meyers (Outdoor Worship)

8/9 Pastor Ben McWhorter-Rush, Journey House (Worship Inside)
8/16 Pastor Steve Meyers (Worship Inside) Blue Grass Service
8/23 Pastor Steve Meyer (Worship Inside)

8/30 Pastor Steve Meyer (Worship Inside)

9/6 Pastor Randy Olson, NW Synod (Outdoor Worship)

9/13 Pastor Rick Biederman (Worship Inside)

9/20 Pastor Kirsten Kelleher (Worship Inside)

9/27 Deacon Lidixe Montoya (Worship Inside)
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FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN
Feed My Starving Children comes to River Falls on September 8 and 9.

Because HOPE raised enough money to be considered a sponsoring
church, members can sign up early to pack the meals before the signup
opens to the public. Scan the QR code on the Save the Date postcard on
the credenza or go to fmsc.org and enter the zip for River Falls (but it is too
early to do that right now).

Sign up early in the morning on July 15 using the code #PACK26. Two
packing slots are available on both dates: 2:00 and 6:00 p.m., both ses-
sions at Tattersall.

e FPRO M I

- Donations given by people just like
you fund the meal ingredients. XG4 [E]
o SCAN THE QR CODE

o, Become a volunteer or donate!

- Volunteers hand-pick the meals.

-Meals are donated to FMSC food
partners around the world.

- Kids are fed and lives are saved!

100,000+ MEAL

WE CAN DO IT, RIVER FALLS!

Q Prefer to send a check?
Make check payable to: Feed My Starving Children
Memo: Event #2609-105EA
Mo B l I.EPA(K Sent To: Feed My Starving Children, 401 93rd Ave NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433

Hosted by Journey Church of River Falls thanks to contributions from River Falls State Bank, Tattersall, multiple churches,
businesses, community groups, and individuals who make this event financially possible for the public to sign-up.


http://fmsc.org/
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o rayet Requests

Please lift up the following people in prayer
The family of Jeff & Ann Rosenthal

Dr. Wendolyn Slattery (Friend of Linda Jacobson)

Mary Lynn Wisderschen & Family (family friends of Faye Perkins)
Chuck Reid (Friend of Carl Warren)

Caitlyn Huls (Granddaughter of Olive Olson)

Mark & Patti Johnson (friends of Phil & Paula Klacan)
Kjersti Olson Duncan (Family friend of Diane Clark & Karen Rodewald)
The Family of Sue Ammerman (Friend of Nancy Sailer)
Steve Stocker (Friend of Karen & Jeff Rodewald)

The Family of Ted Bauer (Friend of Olive Olson)

Jerry Gibson (Father of Karen Rodewald and Diane Clark)
Lisa Perlt Farley (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Sam Morrissette (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald)
Family of Betty Pierce (Friends of Mary Thompson)
Doug Rudesill

Rev. Ron Johnson (Friend of Karen Rodewald)

Sue Tarr (Friend or Faye Perkins)

The Family of David Boock

Mary Klacan

Leslie Randall (Sister of Vicki Siebold)

The Family of Jill Siebold (Daughter of Gary Siebold)

Gwen Paulson and her son Chad Sequin (Friend of Bill & Kay Mont-
gomery)

Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter)

Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie)
Cathy Hijersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock)

Sylvia Secrist (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan)
Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus)
Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson)
Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste)
Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family)
Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)
Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)
Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Hannah Forward

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi Brandt)

Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson
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August Birthdays
e 9
Hecappy,»Bir"rbduy
Name Date
Mitch Nelson 1-Aug
Verna Tweiten 1-Aug
Samuel Leisz 5-Aug
Lanelle Baerenwald 6-Aug
Morgan Leitch 9-Aug
Natalie Leisz 13-Aug
Brynn Leitch 13-Aug August Baptisms
Steve Kaste 18-Aug Joseph Mcintosh
Lauren Ziebarth 24-Aug Kay Montgomery
Angela Bohnert 25-Aug Betty Lou Oppegard
Paula Klacan 25-Aug Camryn Shea
Keith Ruehlow 25-Aug Cameron Leitch
Keith Getschel 26-Aug Ainsley Neuhaus
Nancy Peters 30-Aug Alexis Rehbein
August Anniversaries
“fﬁ"?i{appy;*;
Anniversary
Celebrating
Name Date Years

Richard & Carolyn Jackson 2-Aug 65

David & Nancy Peters 26-Aug 65

Jeff & Ann Rosenthal 9-Aug 91

Dan & Jan Malaney 15-Aug 950

Jeff & Karen Rodewald 31-Aug 41

Grete & Chad Rehbein 15-Aug 17

Jeremy & Traci Wolfe 12-Aug

lan & Morgan Porten 12-Aug 4
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Our Neighbors’ Place

DON’'T FORGET!
MISSION TEAM HAS YOUR KWIK TRIP
GIFT CARDS & CAR WASH CARDS!

HOPE'’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car
Wash cards are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our
Neighbor’s Place!

Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts

Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes

*Portion goes directly to ONP!

Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church of-
fice.

Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.

Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission
Team can assist you in getting a card.

Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place!
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BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY’S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

: SIGN UP ONLINE
OR ON SUNDAYS
I|! m:;

LUTHER

All are invited & needed
to participate in the leading of worship!
Please prayerfully consider sharing y
our time and talents!

SIGN UP HERE

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places??
Public HOPE Facebook Page

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing

Private HOPE Facebook Group

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns,
and living out our faith together
Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date!


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

