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Mission & Values

MISSION

HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves.
We walk together in faith,
treasuring all people and sharing with them
the love, hope and acceptance that s in Christ.

All people without exception
Serving Generously
Spiritual Nourishment
Our Connection with Creation
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WEEKLY WORD: On “Hope”
By Pastor Annie Ladnier

“Pastor Annie, where are you finding hope these days?”

Good question! | mentioned multiple examples in my sermon last
Sundayl (scroll to the 23:00 mark to hear, at the 29:00 mark the
picture returns).

One example | mentioned toward the end of my sermon was the
Westminster Town Hall Forum with Episcopal Bishop Marianne
Budde (the first 30 minutes is some wonderful music by Ann
Reed). | commend it to you in this season, especially because it
pairs with our theme of “Insisting on Hope” quite well.

Another recent time | was felt a true sense of God’s hopeful pres-
ence was in October as | attended and witnessed the installation
of the ELCA’s new Presiding Bishop, Yehiel Curry (the whole ser-
vice is beautiful, but the sermon starts at about 1:21).

These moments—these things that | see and hear and share—they
give me hope because they show me and remind me that God is,
most certainly, at work. After | experience them | cannot possibly
ignore that fact. | am changed from the cynical one, back into the
hopeful and faithful child of God my Baptismal promises assure
me that | am. And | am so very grateful for a God who finds me in
those moments, comes to grab my hand, and bring me back to
the very way, truth, and life that only Jesus brings.

What grace!

What love!

What hope we have!

Thanks be to God.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJgKqDoutXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJgKqDoutXc
https://www.youtube.com/live/APLDNI9kXo8
https://www.youtube.com/live/APLDNI9kXo8
https://www.elca.org/about/churchwide/office-of-the-presiding-bishop/presiding-bishop-installation
https://www.elca.org/about/churchwide/office-of-the-presiding-bishop/presiding-bishop-installation
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\><VSISTING ON HOPE THIS ADVENT

Check out THIS VIDEO
to learn more about this year’s Advent Theme
Advent Begins Sunday, November 30th!



https://lisle-gwynngarrity-ygx4.squarespace.com/blog/good-news-is-louder-advent-film
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Additional Resources to Guide Your Advent

Make sure to pick up your:
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL and ADVENT CALENDAR
(available on back table in Sanctuary beginning this Sunday!

OR

This DIGITAL DEVOTIONAL: online.flippingbook.com/view/361593675/

In order to protect their work, please refrain from sharing this link or posting it on social me-

dia.

Love Music?

Help prepare your heart for the season and spend some time in devotion with this
specialized “What Do You Fear” Advent Playlist on Spotify

Want to Dig Deeper in Learning?

Here are 2 additional devotionals/books that will enhance your experience
. Calling All Angels: An Advent Study of Fearlessness and Strength, by Erin
Wathen. (Louisville, KY:Westminster John Knox Press, 2024).

(Note: This Advent study written by pastor Erin Wathen includes many of the
same scriptures as the ones in our series and studies them through the lens of
the “do not fear” refrain. Her reflections tend to focus on cultivating
“fearlessness,” whereas our resources take a slightly different approach of ac-
knowledging and transforming our fears. However, her writings and worship lit-
urgies would make a great companion to our materials throughout the season.)

. Hope: A User’s Manual, by MaryAnn McKibben Dana (Grand Rapids, Michigan:
William Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2022).

(Note: In this book, pastor MaryAnn McKibben Dana argues that hope is too of-
ten sentimentalized and white-washed in Christian spaces. In response, she
provides a practical manual that defines what hope is and how to sustain it
throughout our lives. Sermon themes will resonate with this book throughout the
series).


https://online.flippingbook.com/view/361593675/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/2P506eoSVCwWPbD9mpXeXZ?si=240861cb0521482e
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Midweek Gatherings

G
Wednesdays in Advent

December 3™

5:45 Meal,;6:30 Holden Evening Prayer
December 10"

5:45 Meal, 6:305€ ing Preséhtation
Décember 17

6:30 Songs & Suds Christmaske RuaRiver Brewing
E .
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THIS WEEK:
HOPE’s Mission Ministry Team hosts our meal followed by a
learning discussion with Deacon Lidixe Montoya of the Synod's
Neighbor to Neighbor Ministry: A ministry of the Northwest Syn-
od of Wisconsin, where we join together to boldly practice the
gospel as we cultivate meaningful relationships between the An-
glo ELCA congregations with the Latino American community in
the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin.

Lidixe will share about some of the current fears our Latino
neighbors experience and how we can faithfully embody the
Gospel together. She will also share about the local Health Fairs
she helps host across our synod and share an activity to help us
gain empathy for what it might feel like to be someone whose
first language is not English. It promises to be a meaningful night
together. Join us!
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' SIGN UP ONLINE
':m OR ON SUNDAYS

LUTHERAN

We still have the following roles open in the next 2 weeks!
Please consider signing up:

December 14th Needs:
Ushers
Acolyte

December 21st Needs:
Assisting Minister
Ushers
Reader/Prayer Leader
Acolyte
Communion Assistant
Altar Flowers
Coffee Fellowship

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE!

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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The Mission Ministry wishes to thank everyone who helped with cutting out
teddy bear patterns, sewing them, and/or stuffing them during God's Work,
Our Hands Sunday in September. Special thanks to Sarah Bondhus for
providing all of the fiberfill. We made over 70 teddy bears! We finally heard
back from the agencies who were interested in them. One dozen bears
were delivered to the St. Croix County Sheriff's Department, 6 to Allina
EMT here in River Falls, and 20 to the Los Amigos Program to support His-
panic families in the area. Sleep In Heavenly Peace, which makes beds for
children so that no child sleeps on the floor, took 25 bears to deliver with
bed deliveries. The bears will also be given to the Turning Point family for a
little something extra for their Christmas. What an amazing project. Thanks
again.
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An official check request form must be filled out (either in the office or

printed from home and brought it) in order for Olive (Office Admin) or
Jason (Church Council Treasurer) to write a check for:

e Personal reimbursements
¢ To pay bills associated with Ministry Team expenses
e To complete donations to any and all mission projects/expenses

Any check request should also include all necessary receipts or
invoices, in hard copy whenever possible. Thank you!

| truly want to be as present as possible with
the congregation on Sunday mornings and |
want to be able to give all church business my
full attention. My priority on Sundays is worship
and fellowship with God and God’s people
(that’s you)!
To honor that, please refrain from asking
church business questions, attempting to
schedule meetings, etc. with me on Sundays,
CHURCH BUSINESS especially from 9:15-11AM. | can respond bet-
ON SUNDAYS ter to an email or text once I'm less distracted,
and the paper record helps me greatly! Thank

WITH PASTOR ANNIE

THANK YOU! you for your understanding!



https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Check-Request-Form-11-18-24.pdf
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You're Invited to

HOPE Chnstmas‘ Eves
Wa, Worship! §y

4:00pm’_ =

\ N GOOD NEWS IS LOUDER TF IANSREATS

B/ Wednesday, December 24th
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BIBLE CAMP

Winter Camp

February 6 - 8,2026 e ’#
6™ - 12™ Grade | '
$95/camper

Luther Poi

Theme
Building Community

How very good and pleasant
it is when kindred live
together in unity!
-Psalm 133:1
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Songs & Sudy

w Wednesday, Dec. 17, 6:30 pm
@ Rush River Brewery
jv‘,: Everyone is welcome! jh.,:
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Lefse Day

You don’'t have to be Norwegian to spend a morning at HOPE making
lefse. Please join us on Saturday, December 13th at 11:00. Bring your
own lefse dough, one quart ziploc type bags, griddle, turning stick etc. The
tasty lefse will be sold during fellowship time on December 14th

Christmas Bake Sale

Baked goods and holiday treats are needed for HOPE'’s Bake Sale
on Sunday, December 14th Proceeds from your lefse, cookies,
bars, breads, pies, cakes, snacks, candy etc. will be donated to the
River Falls Backpack Program. Remember to bring your checkbook
or cash so you can go home with some delicious homemade good-
ies.

Please price your baked goodies before the sale!
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“What Do You Fear? Insisting on Hope This Advent”.

The Mission Ministry team is announcing this year’s Advent Theme/Project: “What
Do You Fear? Insisting on Hope This Advent”. Advent is from November 30th
through Christmas Eve. We will continue the project through Epiphany (January
6th).

We will use the theme to concentrate each week on one thing people may fear in
our area or in our world, however, items can be brought to the church throughout
Advent.

Week 1: Nov. 30 — God is always with us: Fear for safety — Turning Point family do-
nations (actually starting one week earlier to allow for more time to shop and take
advantage of Black Friday deals — see below)

On Sunday Nov. 23 the giving tree will be set up in the sanctuary with paper orna-
ments that list items specified for the adopted family from Turning for their Christ-
mas. This is in coordination with the Education and Mission Ministry teams. Our
family consists of a mom and 6 children from 1-16 yrs old. These items need to be
brought to the church along with the ornament, so we know which child or mom the
gift is meant for. The unwrapped gifts will then be delivered by the Confirmation stu-
dents to Turning Point by Dec. 15. Thank you for taking ALL of the ornaments!
Please make sure to return your gifts by Dec. 14th!

Week 2: Dec. 7 — Signs of Hope are all around us: Fear of being unfairly target-
ed - speaker Deacon Lidixe Montoya, of the Synod’s Neighbor to Neighbor Min-
istry, joins us on Wednesday evening, December 10th.

Neighbor to Neighbor Ministry is a ministry of the Northwest Synod of Wiscon-
sin, where we join together to boldly practice the gospel as we cultivate mean-
ingful relationships between the Anglo ELCA congregations with the Latino
American community in the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. She will share about
some of the current fears our Latino neighbors experience and how we can
faithfully embody the Gospel.

Week 3: Dec. 14 — We are called to be courageous: Fear of being embarrassed
Donations of personal hygiene items to Cats Claws-et Connection (Middle
School) . Here is a lists of the specific items requested The giving tree now has
ornaments for the items needed



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S_aZljsbZz39E-PIKgP9OlmS1GerE7uxnBbuvaDskPE/edit?usp=sharing
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DON’T MISS THIS!

How Has God Shaped You?
CLICK HERE TO FILL OUT THE SURVEY

Pastor Annie is collecting responses to this spiritual autobiography question-
naire. You are invited (and encouraged) to spend a few holy moments in re-
flection as you prayerfully consider how God has shaped you and your life.
All responses are confidential and will be used to guide future adult education

offerings, fellowship opportunities, and more.

HOPE ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY JANUARY 25, 2026

More details to comel!


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetYF3CSLGsR7v_1CSk9m7x2I_LnueyNDpwm5vGAqxD7eNaeQ/viewform?usp=header
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5:00- L AL R4 Su»

deocs
7:30 a9
All Ages Bishop
Activity 0&A
Good Food Fellowship

Who: Members of the body of Christ in the KJHTITI[E
NorthwestSynod of Wisconsin 500 Dinner

Where: FirstLutheran Church 545 All Ages Activity
218County Rd K, New Richmond  [ULIISISINY Y

When: sundaylanvary 11, 2026
5:00-7:30pm

1D : :
Sa|Ba Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
‘\‘ gﬁn Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

730  Pregentation
Depart

Everyone is invited to attend this Synod-wide event!!
Join together with lay members of other local ELCA congre-
gations to share a meal, do a service project together, and
hear from the NWSWI Bishop Martin Halom!

THIS IS A FREE EVENT!

Please REGISTER HERE by January 5th, 2026

We will make arrangements for carpooling!


https://nwswi.org/event/7rc38cx/dish-with-the-bish
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DON’'T FORGET!
MISSION TEAM HAS YOUR KWIK TRIP GIFT CARDS
& CAR WASH CARDS FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

HOPE'’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car
Wash cards are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our
Neighbor’s Place!

Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts

Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes

*Portion goes directly to ONP!

Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church
office.
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.

Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission
Team can assist you in getting a card.

Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place!
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A quiet, welcoming space for
anyone needing calm in a chaotic
season. This service is especially

for those experiencing grief,
loneliness, or sadness—and for all

who simply need a moment to
breathe kmd be held in God’s peace.

DECEMBER 21 | AT 6:00 PM
Ezekiel Lutheran Church
202 S 2™ Street

‘, Sponsored by churches in the
; River Falls area.
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Nov 30-Dec 24
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Join us each day this Advent for a
musical meditation on Facebook,
Instagram, or YouTube, with all videos LUTHERAN

2 SUMMER
available at LSMacademy.org/acal. MUSICEmt

2025 LSM Musical Advent Calendar

Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Ind.
Nov. 30 — Dec. 24
Experience the fifth annual Musical Advent Calendar from Lutheran
Summer Music, with daily musical meditations to inspire reflection
throughout the season. Follow along on Facebook, Instagram, or
YouTube.

All videos are archived at LSMacademy.org/acal.

P.S. It’s also time to nominate students for LSM 2026! Help a young

musician experience a transformative summer of music, communi-

ty, and faith at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn. Nominate them
today at LSMacademy.org/nominate.



https://give.elca.org/s/4219808/17SdXbe3
http://give.elca.org/s/4219809/17SdXbe3
http://give.elca.org/s/4219810/17SdXbe3
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Carols and Candles
Sunday, December 14, 4pm

Carols and Candles Chori Reherasals
Monday, Nov 17, 6:30 Monday Dec 1, 6:30
Monday, Nov 24, 6:30 Monday Dec 8, 6:30

Saturday, December 13, 9:30 am

The Carols and Candles Choir welcomes all singers of all
abilities, high school age and up. Attend as many re-
hearsals as your busy schedule allows. Join the choir
this year, bring a friend, and enjoy Christmas in song!
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

NO WOH DURING ADVENT

During the Advent season we encourage our youth & families to simply partic-
ipate in the meal fellowship, learning, and worship of our wider HOPE family!

Join us Wednesdays, Dec. 3rd and 10th at HOPE
5:45 Meal
6:30 Worship or Learning

December 17thth 6:30PM Songs and Suds Christmas

2 More Sessions Remain This Year:
Winter Session 2:
January 7-Feb. 11
Spring Session 3:
April 8-May 13
LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddVdpPQTbNjFgvrOt5lA6hNsbVMZHzBOQQBRzEV0xdJRwcJA/viewform?usp=header
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Please lift up the following people in prayer

Jean Lemire Anderson (Sister-in-law of Karen Brohaugh)
David Anderson (Brother of Karen Brohaugh)

LaVonne Getschel and the family of Darel Getschel
Kirsten Reile (Nancy Sailer’s cousin)

Chantel Ashton (Friend of Olive Olson)

Lois Rosenthal (Mother of Jeff Rosenthal)

Kateri Carver (Friend of Linda Jacobson)

Leslie Randall (Sister of Vicki Siebold)

The Family of Jill Siebold (Daughter of Gary Siebold)

Ed Paulson and family

The Family of Mindy Rudiger Ramberg (Friends of Faye Perkins)
Gwen Paulson and her son Chad Sequin (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter)

Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie)

Mary Alice Jones (Mother of Martie Guthrie)

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock)

Sylvia Secrist (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan)

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard)

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents)
Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus)

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner)

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson)
Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste)

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald)

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren)

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family)

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Hannah Forward

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock)

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi)

Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson
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December Baptisms T\
Phillip Klacan —
Sawyer Filarsky '.

Pastor Annie Ladnier =
Eden Ladnier
Heathley Neuhaus
Piper Rodewald
Linda Simpson

Decem ber Blrthdays

Alexis Rehbein 3-Dec
Dale Bohnert 5-Dec
Mark Bondhus 95-Dec
Tatum Glaubitz 9-Dec
James James 11-Dec
Susan Schuettpelz 11-Dec
Luke Filarsky 15-Dec
Sara Filarsky 15-Dec
Karen Hamilton 17-Dec
Grete Rehbein 17-Dec
Jason Neuhaus 20-Dec
Bruce Schuettpelz 22-Dec
Gary Siebold 26-Dec
Alyssa Boock 27-Dec
Noelle James 27-Dec
Cameron Leitch 27-Dec
Ella Wolfe 29-Dec
Hazel Ladnier 30-Dec
Richard Range 31-Dec
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BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY’S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

: SIGN UP ONLINE
OR ON SUNDAYS
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LUTHER

All are invited & needed
to participate in the leading of worship!
Please prayerfully consider sharing y
our time and talents!

SIGN UP HERE

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places??
Public HOPE Facebook Page

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing

Private HOPE Facebook Group

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns,
and living out our faith together
Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date!


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

