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A Weekly Word 

“What We Can Do : Responding to God’s Generosity” 

By Pastor Annie 
 

What is possible for us to do in response to God’s lavish generosi-
ty? God’s gifts come to particular people, in particular places, in particu-
lar times. Because we are made in God’s image, we, too, uniquely em-
body God’s steadfast abundance, love, and mercy. We are equipped to 
be generous where we are. Drawn more deeply into the body of Christ, 
we are reminded of our belovedness, and we can respond with gener-
osity, love, and service on behalf of our neighbors. 

Extended to you is a holy invitation to prayerfully consider how you 
can respond to God’s lavish generosity and grow in your relationship to 
Christ. Through the use of your time, talents and financial resources 
God is working to draw you more deeply into the body of Christ. What a 
gift it is to participate together in this holy work! 

Don’t miss out on these TWO ways to respond to God’s lavish 
grace: 

1. The “What We Can Do-Palooza!”- put your name on raffle 
tickets and drop them into the Time & Talent Raffle Boxes that 
interest you! Responders will have a chance to win a few fun 
prizes to thank you for taking this bold step! 

2. Your financial gifts make a tremendous difference in the life of 
our congregation and enable us to joyfully respond to Christ’s 
many holy invitations! Spend some time in thoughtful  prayer 
about your 2026 HOPE Financial Commitment, then complete 
our Digital Covenant Card by November 23rd or fill out a 
paper copy available on the table in the sanctuary. We will 
lift up and bless all of our commitments and offerings to serve 
during worship on November 23rd.  

 
 
 

Check out the following reflection to guide you into your time of prayer-
ful discernment. God has been extraordinarily generous to us! Now, 
what can we do? 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0-SvY5WjPS9XpV0BA2s8sloRtbW1RsMBsoEOHUFTs0zDG2A/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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THIS IS FOR ALL HOPE FRIENDS AND FAMILY!  

ALL AGES ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THIS FUN NIGHT! 
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We still have the following roles open in the next 2 
weeks! 

Please consider signing up:  

 

November 23rd Needs: 

Altar Flowers 

 

November 30th Needs: 

Ushers 

Acolyte 

Altar Flowers 

Coffee Fellowship 

 
 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE! 

 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 

Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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Lefse Day     

You don’t have to be Norwegian to spend a morning at HOPE making 

lefse. Please join us on Saturday, December 6th 9:30. Bring your 

own lefse dough, one quart ziploc type bags, griddle, turning stick etc. 

The tasty lefse will be sold during fellowship time on December  7th  

Christmas Bake Sale  

Baked goods and holiday treats are needed for HOPE’s Bake Sale 

on Sunday, December 7th Proceeds from your lefse, cookies, bars, 

breads, pies, cakes, snacks, candy etc. will be donated to the River 

Falls Backpack Program. Remember to bring your checkbook or 

cash so you can go home with some delicious homemade goodies. 

Please price your baked goodies before the sale! 

College Care Packages 
Congregational Life & Membership would like to remember our college 

students as they are preparing to take their semester finals. 

 

Please submit your students’ addresses (your children, grandchildren, or 

nieces and nephews) on the sign up sheet by November 23rd, or you 

cand send their names and address to Olive via email to  

hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com 



2025 LSM Musical Advent Calendar 

Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Ind. 
Nov. 30 – Dec. 24 

Experience the fifth annual Musical Advent Calendar from Lutheran 
Summer Music, with daily musical meditations to inspire reflection 
throughout the season. Follow along on Facebook, Instagram, or 

YouTube. 
 

All videos are archived at LSMacademy.org/acal. 

P.S. It’s also time to nominate students for LSM 2026! Help a young 
musician experience a transformative summer of music, communi-
ty, and faith at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn. Nominate them 

today at LSMacademy.org/nominate.  
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https://give.elca.org/s/4219808/17SdXbe3
http://give.elca.org/s/4219809/17SdXbe3
http://give.elca.org/s/4219810/17SdXbe3


Learning Community Event: Exploring Polarization 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tuesday, November 25, 6:30 pm 

We are invited to attend this upcoming Learning Community Event with our 
friends at First Congregational Church. Here’s more about the event” 
 

American legislatures are more polarized today than at any moment in the 
past half-century, and there is little end in sight. Two important questions are: 
Why are American legislatures so polarized? And what policies might help 
bridge this growing ideological gulf? In the upcoming Learning Community 
event, Andrew Myers (River Falls Class of 2016 and Stanford PhD candidate 
in Political Economics) will present his ongoing research that helps address 
these questions, focusing on campaign finance, local press coverage, election 
administration, and candidate supply.  
 

It is possible to allow fear and impressions to dominate one’s understanding 
of issues. This presentation will be a nonpartisan conversation focused 
on data-driven evidence to help people explore an important challenge 
of the day. Please come! To register, call First Congregational Church: 425-
2052. 
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“What Do You Fear? Insisting on Hope This 

The Mission Ministry team is announcing this year’s Advent Theme/
Project:  “What Do You Fear? Insisting on Hope This Advent”.  Advent 
is from November 30th through Christmas Eve.  We will continue the 
project through Epiphany. 
 
We will use the theme to concentrate each week on one thing people 
may fear in our area or in our world, however, items can be brought 
to the church throughout Advent. Note that gifts for the Turning Point 
family need to be at church by December 14.  
 
Week 1: Nov. 30 – God is always with us: Fear for safety – Turning 
Point family donations (actually starting one week earlier to allow for 
more time to shop and take advantage of Black Friday deals — see 
below) 
 

 
The Giving Tree 

 
On Sunday Nov. 23 the giving tree will be set up in the sanctuary with 
paper ornaments that list items specified for the adopted family from 
Turning for their Christmas. This is in coordination with the Education 
and Mission Ministry teams. Our family consists of a mom and 6 chil-
dren from 1-16 yrs old. These items need to be brought to the church 
along with the ornament, so we know which child or mom the gift is 
meant for. The unwrapped gifts will then be delivered by the Confir-
mation students to Turning Point by Dec. 15. Please take one or 
more ornaments from the giving tree to make Christmas a little merri-
er for this family! 
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Carols and Candles 
Sunday, December 14, 4pm 

 

Carols and Candles Chori Reherasals 
Monday, Nov 17, 6:30   Monday Dec 1, 6:30 

Monday, Nov 24, 6:30   Monday Dec 8, 6:30 

Saturday, December 13, 9:30 am 

 
The Carols and Candles Choir welcomes all singers of all 

abilities, high school age and up.  Attend as many re-

hearsals as your busy schedule allows. Join the choir 

this year, bring a friend, and enjoy Christmas in song! 
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During the holidays there are a lot of accidents. People are driving 
more to visit friends and relatives or maybe there is some drinking in-
volved. Nonetheless, there are accidents, people get hurt and need 
blood. 
 
Give an hour (or less) out of your busy life and give someone a future. 
 
There will be a blood drive at Hope Lutheran Church, 3337 Kingsbarn 
Avenue, River Falls, November 21 from 11 am to 5 pm.  
Not only will you get the pleasure of saving someone's life but you al-
so get a pair of Pac Man Socks and Mei Mei's cookies. 
 

 

 

SPARE THE TIME TO SAVE A LIFE 



How Has God Shaped You? 

CLICK HERE TO FILL OUT THE SURVEY 

Pastor Annie is collecting responses to this spiritual auto-
biography questionnaire. You are invited (and encour-
aged) to spend a few holy moments in reflection as you 
prayerfully consider how God has shaped you and your 
life. 

All responses are confidential and will be used to guide 
future adult education offerings, fellowship opportunities, 
and more. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetYF3CSLGsR7v_1CSk9m7x2I_LnueyNDpwm5vGAqxD7eNaeQ/viewform?usp=header
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JOIN US FOR 2025-2026 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE 

This mid-week faith formation ministry is for all children and youth entering 
K-10th grade (sometimes beyond!) 

All HOPE members, friends, and neighbors are invited to join the fun! 

 

Wednesday Evenings 5:45-7:15PM 

5:45-6:15PM 

Family Meal 
 

6:15-7:15 

K-5th: Faith Adventures Ministry 

6-10th+- Confirmation Ministry 

 

3 Sessions for the Year 

Fall Session 1:  

Sept. 17-November 19 

Winter Session 2: 

 January 7-Feb. 11 

Spring Session 3: 

 April 8-May 13  
 

LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddVdpPQTbNjFgvrOt5lA6hNsbVMZHzBOQQBRzEV0xdJRwcJA/viewform?usp=header
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ADULT HELPERS ARE NEEDED  

TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH! 

 

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE 

Pastor Annie and the Education Ministry Team are seeking additional 
teachers to help lead our K-5th grade room on Wednesday evenings 
from 6:15-7:15. All curriculum is provided and available online via log

-in. Each teacher fits the lesson to their needs/abilities. If you love 
children and want to be part of passing on the faith to our youngest 

disciples, please prayerfully consider joining us. 

TEACHER SIGN UP HERE 

MEAL HOSTS NEEDED FOR WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE 

We are once again seeking hosts for our mid-week family meals for  
Wednesdays of HOPE. 

This proved to be SUCH a blessing last year and we look forward to it again! 
We serve 15-20 people/week and ask for simple, kid-friendly meals. 
PB&J ingredients should also be available (typically kept on hand) 

 

This is a GREAT way to interact with our young people and help make for a smoother 
night for parents! It is so appreciated! 

 

PLEASE SIGN-UP HERE 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16QRu_ewyoElN63fV1XYEEnqtPEUk5SIBHtA3btuz8aI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

LaVonne Getschel and the family of Darel Getschel  

Chantel Ashton (Friend of Olive Olson) 

Lois Rosenthal (Mother of Jeff Rosenthal) 

The Family of Karen Bakke (Mother of Debra James) 

Kateri Carver (Friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Leslie Randall (Sister of Vicki Siebold) 

The Family of Jill Siebold (Daughter of Gary Siebold) 

Ed Paulson and family 

The Family of Mindy Rudiger Ramberg (Friends of Faye Perkins) 

Gwen Paulson and her son Chad Sequin (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter) 

Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie) 

Mary Alice Jones (Mother of Martie Guthrie) 

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock) 

Sylvia Secrist ( Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard) 

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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November Baptisms

McKenna Brill

Karen Brohaugh

Russ Jiskra

Jane Terkelsen

Dan Rodewald

Linda Yde

November Birthdays

Dianne H-Robinson 1-Nov

Linda Yde 1-Nov

Greta Wunrow 3-Nov
Diane Meyer 5-Nov

Linda Jacobson 7-Nov
Heathley Neuhaus 8-Nov

Mallory James 16-Nov
Karen Rodewald 21-Nov
Phillip Klacan 22-Nov

November Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Steve & Diane Meyer 25-Nov 47

Nick & Stacia Johnson 8-Nov 17

Annie & Lucas Ladnier 7-Nov 10



 

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash 
cards are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team 
can assist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 

1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying 
(cash/check). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place! 
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

