This Week at HOPE October 29, 2025

“HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves.
We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing with them
the love, hope and acceptance that is in Christ.”

Hope Values:

All people without exception
Serving Generously
Spiritual Nourishment
Our Connection with Creation

A Weekly Word: “Halloween As A Christian Mockery of Death!”
By Pastor Annie Ladnier
This is a re-print from last October that is just as fitting for this week’s festivities!

“‘But Pastor Annie, Can We Celebrate Halloween??” The best questions come from
confirmation students and this one was no different. Recently shamed by their Christian
peer at school for “participating in the Devil’s holiday” this young saint wanted reassurance
that they were not, in fact, in cahoots with Satan himself. Of course I've also heard similar
inclinations from Christian adults. Some even share dismay that we as a church would dare
don our trunks in festive decorations and sport costumes to entertain the children in our
midst while passing out generous portions of treats...instead of...| suppose kneeling at our
altars and praying fervently for the safety and protection of our children, or doing something
else....more holy?

My facetiousness aside, reality is that what we commonly know as “Halloween” is ac-
tually rooted in Christian tradition! As you may know we are about to celebrate All Saints
Sunday this coming weekend. Actual “All Saints Day” is Friday, November 1. October 31 is
“All Hallow’s Eve” or “All Saints Eve.”This was a carnival-like inversion celebrating the shad-
ow side of life — ghosts and ghouls and such — just before the great festival celebrating the
saints. It was a mockery of death in light of Christ’s Resurrection! Katherine May, in her
book, “Wintering,” writes that Halloween celebrates an “overturning of the natural order and
has its lineage in old traditions of reversing the roles: having the poor become rulers and
bringing the rich low.” You may recall Mary’s Magnificat at the announcement of the coming
of Jesus:

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty.

Halloween then is an emboldened act of those without power to mock those who think
they are in charge, because it is indeed Christ who has robbed the powerful of their most
evil threat- the very threat of death! These festivals were often tolerated because there has
always been a feverish link between monsters and mockery where those without power
have often been given permission to play on the edges of civility in order for the powerful to
quell their possible more dangerous lurches toward actual riot and rebellion.

Now, some of its pagan roots may well include folk traditions of honoring the dead,
appeasing evil spirits, and marking the end of the summer harvest and the beginning (in the
Northern hemisphere, at least!) of the darkest days of the year. There are strong echoes of
the Gaelic pagan festival of Sauin, which too, marked the arrival of the dark half of the year
with bonfires and the scattering of ashes, and was when many believed the veil between the
two worlds of the living and the dead was at its thinnest. This is often when Gaelic fairies
were thought to be at the peak of their mischief. It was a celebration of limbo. It spoke to our
human desire not to be forgotten when we die or to be forgotten by those who die.

As Christianity evolved and usurped some of these pagan traditions, this festival was
given new meaning and became a complete mockery of death or its supposed hold on us.
Today our decorating of our homes and trunks, and very bodies in costumes is a special act
of Christian rebellion against death! Or as our baptismal liturgy calls for, this act is an em-
bodiment of our public renunciation of “the devil and all the forces that defy God!”

| also dare say that in our current climate, where plenty of neighbors are turning
against neighbors over any variety of ideologies or opinions, the act of opening our doors
wide, greeting neighbors with generous gifts of hospitality, welcoming every person, mon-
ster, goblin, or character that crosses our doorstep is darn near sacramental- as in a means
of grace. Now, don’t go telling on me to the bishops here, | am well aware Christ’s Holy Ta-
ble and Font are exquisitely purposed for that- but | do think that we and our neighbors are
hungry for gifts of welcome and sharing and joy together in these days, all of which are
Christlike. These next couple of days are a holy invitation into that kind of being in our world
and | say we unabashedly delve into it with arms full of candy and grace for our neighbors!

“‘Nanny-nanny-doo-doo” to the devil, death, and all the powers of this world who so
blatantly try to rebel against God and draw us away from Christ’s divine love. (Insert rasp-
berry blowing face here).
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All Saint’s
Sunday

Remembering the saints who died this year

—
Sunday, Nov. 2" 2025

We are collecting names of saints who have

entered eternal life since last All Saint’s Day.
If possible, we ask that you also send in a
photo of your loved one.
Names & photos are due by
Monday, Oct. 27". A
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BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

' SIGN UP ONLINE
OR ON SUNDAYS
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We still have the following roles open in the next 2 weeks!
Please consider signing up:

November 2nd Needs:
(All Saints Sunday)
Flowers
Coffee Fellowship

November 9th Needs:
Ushers
Acolyte

Reader/Prayer Leader
Flowers

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE!

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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Sunday

Interested in joining?
Contact Pastor Annie by Nov. 16th

NOVEMBER 2025

9:30 AM WORSHIP
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How Has God Shaped You?
CLICK HERE TO FILL OUT THE SURVEY

Pastor Annie is collecting responses to this spiritual autobi-
ography questionnaire. You are invited (and encouraged) to
spend a few holy moments in reflection as you prayerfully
consider how God has shaped you and your life.

All responses are confidential and will be used to guide fu-
ture adult education offerings, fellowship opportunities, and
more.

We would like to i nwteyau!‘ajmnus for
Thanksgiving Dinner. Everyone is Welcome,
| young, old, home alone, shut ins, travelers or
just because you want fto. We '.‘fe take-out
or delivery for those unable fo atftend. FREE,
or free will offering. We would be pleased
to have you attend. Thank You
Please register between Nowv 1 - Nov 24
5 i area on saintbri



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSetYF3CSLGsR7v_1CSk9m7x2I_LnueyNDpwm5vGAqxD7eNaeQ/viewform?usp=header
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Support the River Falls Diaper & Baby Wipes Drive! One in two fami-
lies in River Falls struggle with providing diapers and wipes for their chil-
dren. A shortage of diapers can prevent access to childcare and cause
serious health and comfort issues for little ones.

From October 1st to October 31st, the River Falls Rotary Club, in part-
nership with the United Way St. Croix & Red Cedar Valleys Diaper
Bank, invites you to help local families by donating diapers and baby
wipes.

All diaper sizes and baby wipe quantities are appreciated, but we're espe-
cially in need of sizes 5 and 6 diapers. Please make sure all items are in
their original, unopened packaging to ensure safety.

How You Can Help:

Drop-Off Locations Bring your donations to either:

- Ezekiel Lutheran Church — 202 S. Second Street

= St. Bridget’s Catholic Church — 211 E. Division Street

— First National Bank — 104 E. Locust Street, River Falls, Wl 54022.

Find the Link Check out the RF Rotary Club Facebook page to access
a link to Walmart.com. Any diapers and wipes you purchase through this
link will be delivered directly to the United Way Diaper Bank.

Thank you for your kindness and for making a meaningful difference in
the lives of River Falls families!

You can bring your donations to HOPE and Linda Yde will deliver them
at the end of the drive. Thank you in advance for your donations
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HOPE LUTHERAN

ADVENT
FAIR

An inter-generational evening of
art, creativity, fellowship &
preparing our hearts for Advent

Wednesday, Nov. 19th
i 5:30-7:30PM

ect that night?!
)R code to sign-up |
be a project host!
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https:fwww.nami-storoixvalley co

namiscv@gmail.com

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) is a nonprofit
organization dedicated to improving the lives of those affected by
mental illness. NAMI provides education, advocacy, and free,
confidential support groups where individuals and families can
connect, share experiences, and find encouragement. All groups
are led by trained facilitators. No reservation required to attend a
group, just show up!

FAMILY For family members who are supporting a
SUPPORT GROUP !loved one with a mental health condition.

PEER For adults (18+) who have lived experience with
SUPPORT GROUP a mental health condition and are in recovery.

YOUNG ADULT For young adults (18-25ish) who have a loved
SUPPORT GROUP one with a mental health condition.
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

JOIN US FOR 2025-2026 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE

This mid-week faith formation ministry is for all children and youth entering
K-10th grade (sometimes beyond!)
All HOPE members, friends, and neighbors are invited to join the fun!

Wednesday Evenings 5:45-7:15PM
5:45-6:15PM
Family Meal

6:15-7:15
K-5th: Faith Adventures Ministry
6-10th+- Confirmation Ministry

3 Sessions for the Year
Fall Session 1:
Sept. 17-November 19
Winter Session 2:
January 7-Feb. 11
Spring Session 3:
April 8-May 13

LEARN MORE & REGISTER HERE



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddVdpPQTbNjFgvrOt5lA6hNsbVMZHzBOQQBRzEV0xdJRwcJA/viewform?usp=header
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ADULT HELPERS ARE NEEDED
TO SUPPORT OUR YOUTH!

TEACHERS NEEDED FOR WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE
Pastor Annie and the Education Ministry Team are seeking additional
teachers to help lead our K-5th grade room on Wednesday evenings
from 6:15-7:15. All curriculum is provided and available online via log
-in. Each teacher fits the lesson to their needs/abilities. If you love
children and want to be part of passing on the faith to our youngest
disciples, please prayerfully consider joining us.

TEACHER SIGN UP HERE

MEAL HOSTS NEEDED FOR WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE
We are once again seeking hosts for our mid-week family meals for
Wednesdays of HOPE.

This proved to be SUCH a blessing last year and we look forward to it again!
We serve 15-20 people/week and ask for simple, kid-friendly meals.

PB&J ingredients should also be available (typically kept on hand)

This is a GREAT way to interact with our young people and help make for a smoother
night for parents! It is so appreciated!

PLEASE SIGN-UP HERE



https://docs.google.com/document/d/16QRu_ewyoElN63fV1XYEEnqtPEUk5SIBHtA3btuz8aI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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Prayet-Requests

Please lift up the following people in prayer
The Family of Karen Bakke (Mother of Debra James)
Kateri Carver (Friend of Linda Jacobson)

Leslie Randall (Sister of Vicki Siebold)

The Family of Jill Siebold (Daughter of Gary Siebold)

Ed Paulson and family

The Family of Mindy Rudiger Ramberg (Friends of Faye Perkins)
Gwen Paulson and her son Chad Sequin (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter)

Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie)

Mary Alice Jones (Mother of Martie Guthrie)

Cathy Hijersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock)

Sylvia Secrist ( Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan)

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard)

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents)
Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus)

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus)

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner)

Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste)

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald)

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren)

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family)

The Family of Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters)
Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Hannah Forward

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock)

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi)

Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson
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Dianne H-Robinson 1-Nov
Linda Yde 1-Nov
Greta Wunrow 3-Nov
Diane Meyer 5-Nov
Linda Jacobson 7-Nov
Heathley Neuhaus 8-Nov
Mallory James 16-Nov
Karen Rodewald 21-Nov 6
Phillip Klacan 22-Nov
November Baptisms
McKenna Birill
Karen Brohaugh
Russ Jiskra

Jane Terkelsen
Dan Rodewald

Linda Yde
(’
97 )
Q_T/Zag_z((fﬁﬁjmy\w%\;
aVi ] . ) S
@ A@ﬁﬁf{ o ;’%@2
Years to
November Anniversaries Date Celebrate
Steve & Diane Meyer 25-Nov 47
Nick & Stacia Johnson 8-Nov 17

Annie & Lucas Ladnier 7-Nov 10
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AwinTrip | Kwix St42

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available!

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash
cards are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts

Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes

*Portion goes directly to ONP!

Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.

Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team
can assist you in getting a card.

Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card:
1. Choose a card
2. Find the number on the back lower right
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box

4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying
(cash/check).

Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place!
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BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

SIGN UP ONLINE
OR ON SUNDAYS
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All are invited & needed
to participate in the leading of worship!
Please prayerfully consider sharing y
our time and talents!

SIGN UP HERE

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places??
Public HOPE Facebook Page

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing

Private HOPE Facebook Group

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns,
and living out our faith together
Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date!


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

