
This Week at HOPE August 20, 2025 

A Weekly Word: “Spirituality in Unexpected Places” 

By Pastor Annie Ladnier  
 

 This week I attended the River Falls Chamber of Commerce “New Teacher 
Breakfast” as a table host to welcome new teachers in our school district. This is 
HOPE’s second year serving as a host and it is a wonderful morning! This year I was 
blessed to encounter Vienna, a new 7th grade literature teacher, Jake, the new high 
school band director, and Natalie, the new elementary music teacher at Greenwood. 
I shared hosting responsibilities with women from The Upland, UWRF Innovation 
Center, and Royal Credit Union. We quickly made connections around the table 
through a shared love of music for some, a shared upbringing in California for some, 
a deep connection to River Falls for others, and an affinity for short stories. Business 
cards were traded, pancakes and coffee were consumed, and the new teachers left 
with swag bags of little surprises to welcome them.  
 But in the midst of this ninety minute gathering, I was pleasantly surprised by 
the Holy Spirit showing up in unexpected ways. Upon glancing at my name tag and 
seeing HOPE Lutheran, Jake shared about his experience at St. Olaf and his affinity 
for church music- offering to share his gifts of music with us any time! I heard of 
shared connections with other HOPE members which led to other hosts sharing parts 
of their faith story and church-seeking with me. I was able to reconnect with some of 
the women I completed the Leadership River Falls Program with 2 years ago. As I 
was leaving, Natalie stopped to ask me if I knew of a place where she could share 
her musical gifts too…boy, do I!? I took a moment to notice the seeds that had been 
planted. It was holy time spent in a hotel ballroom.  
 Of course that isn’t the only place the Spirit has been abundantly present for 
me in recent weeks. I have shared about my experience on the Wild Spirituality Re-
treat at the Christine Center, where away from the hustle and bustle I was afforded 
time to put my phone and laptop away, meander along nature trails, sit under a starry 
sky around a campfire, and take deeper note of the very heartbeat of God in and 
through creation all around us and in us. I felt the cortisol levels lower, my shoulders 
drop, the air finding its way deeper into my lungs. Holy Sabbath encompassed me.  
 One delightfully surprising discovery has been finding the Spirit’s presence in 
the midst of fundraising. Dutch Catholic priest, theologian, professor, and writer, Hen-
ri Nowen, wrote of fundraising as a form of ministry. He believed that “fundraising is 
just as spiritual as giving a sermon, entering a time of prayer, visiting the sick, or 
feeding the hungry.” For him, fundraising has the power to help us with our conver-
sion and spiritual transformation (Romans 12:2 “do not be conformed to this world 
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you may discern the will of 
God”). After participating in our Jumpstart Campaign over the last 7 weeks, I have to 
agree with him! Your generosity exhibits not a spirit of fear or timidity, but one of trust, 
excitement, and hope for what God is doing in, through, and out of this congrega-
tion!  In a time when I know so much does not feel certain, your faithful response is a 
Gospel proclamation that names the sureness you feel about God’s presence with 
us, in and through it all.  
You are an embodied sermon!  
 Beloved, there are seasons of the year when we expect to encounter the Di-
vine in holy and amazing ways: Advent, Christmas, and Easter. But this summer as 
I’ve walked alongside you, witnessed your loving care of one another and our neigh-
bors, watched the joy of generosity spread among you, been reminded of you as I 
walked through the woods, and this morning as I was able to joyfully share about our 
faith community to 60 new teachers, this summer has been one of the most spiritual 
seasons I’ve experienced. Thank you for the ways you have been the image of God 
to me and our community. While some of these places were unexpected locations to 
find God, I never fail to sense God’s presence among all of you. Thanks be to God 
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The jumpstart campaign is going great!  
Donors have provided a match of $57,500! 

 To date we have received $79,775, meaning we have met our match!! 
In short, we have $137,500 toward our goal of $150K 



HOPE T-SHIRTS FOR SALE!!! 

You’ve seen them at NNO & RF Days, now you can get yours too!  

Cost: $22.00 

See the images for the front and back of the t-shirt design, and color 
swatch for color options! 

You can order online or at church by SEPTEMBER 7!  

ORDER ONLINE HERE 

 Questions or issues? Contact Keith Getchel at: keithgetschel@gmail.com 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdqsV9y1En_wLlOPgTJ1Uu8reFGd35-sXgvAkptQfSUKKpJA/viewform?usp=header
mailto:keithgetschel@gmail.com


 

 

Some of us might be heading up to cabins, but the HOPE worshipping 
community does not! If you are still in town please consider signing up 
to help make our worship service hospitable for all:  
 

August 24 Needs 

Altar Flowers 

 

August 31 Needs 

Ushers 

Reader/Prayer Leader 

Communion Assistant 

Coffee Host 

Altar Flowers 

 
 
 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE! 

 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 

Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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THE ENTIRE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO COMPLETE THE 
“HOPE CHILD, YOUTH, & FAMILY SURVEY” 

 
As we all agree, ministry with our youngest disciples is key to passing on 
our faith. As we prepare for another ministry program year we ask for your 
prayerful responses to this survey.  
 
Your responses will help us fine-tune our ministry to best fit the needs and 
hopes of  our families, neighbors, and larger community. Your responses 
will be confidential with Pastor Annie. Categorical information (no individu-
als named) will be shared with the Education Ministry Team to aid our plan-
ning. 
 
We encourage ALL HOPE members to fill this out even if you don't have 
children currently, as we are trying to gauge the hopes and gifts our whole 
congregation brings to our ministry with young people.  
 

We ask that you please complete the survey  
BY SEPTEMBER 7, 2025!!!! 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKxHqSKr4c5NJsn4JcBp9Ywu-tKp33-3Xzb35hYteoUBzkLA/viewform?usp=header
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Gwen Paulson is recovering at home after spending the past 
month at Mayo.  We can help by providing occasional meals (2 
days a week).  Please use the Meal Train link below to sign up 
to provide a meal.  
 
Gwen and Ed requested the following: 
 Simple meals 
 Small portions 
 No rich desserts 

 
Simply press ctrl and click on the link below.  

This is the Meal Train for The Paulsons:  
https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw  
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We have expanded the dates for the Paulson’s meals 

through the end of August. Those of you that wish to 

participate in furnishing a meal can click on the link 

below. The Paulsons appreciate all the thoughtful 

nourishing meals you have provided for them.  

Meal Train Update 

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw
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To learn more: https://subsplash.com/journeyhousecampusminist/lb/ev/+frtn2sz  

https://subsplash.com/journeyhousecampusminist/lb/ev/+frtn2sz
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Chad Sequin (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Gwen Paulson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

David Anderson (Brother of Karen Brohaugh) 

Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter) 

Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie) 

Mary Alice Jones (Mother of Martie Guthrie) 

Tim Brill (Ryan Brill’s father) 

Dylan Nitti (Grandson of  Olive Olson) 

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock) 

Sylvia Secrist ( Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard) 

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

The Family of Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 



This Week at HOPE August 20, 2025 

August Baptisms 

Joseph McIntosh

Kay Montgomery

Betty Lou Oppegard

Camryn Glaubitz

Tanner Heinselman

Cameron Leitch

Ainsley Neuhaus

Alexis Rehbein

Avery Tokheim

Name Date

Mitch Nelson 1-Aug

Verna Tweiten 1-Aug

Samuel Leisz 5-Aug

Lanelle Baerenwald 6-Aug

Morgan Leitch 9-Aug

Amelia Forward 10-Aug

Natalie Leisz 13-Aug

Brynn Leitch 13-Aug

Steve Kaste 18-Aug

Lauren Ziebarth 24-Aug

Angela Bohnert 25-Aug

Paula Klacan 25-Aug

Keith Ruehlow 25-Aug

Keith Getschel 26-Aug

Lisa Rydland 29-Aug

August Birthdays

August Anniversaries

Name Date

Celebrating 

Years

Richard & Carolyn Jackson 2-Aug 64

David & Nancy Peters 26-Aug 64

Jeff & Karen Rodewald 31-Aug 40

Grete & Chad Rehbein 15-Aug 16

Russ & Keri Jiskra 24-Aug 6

Jeremy & Traci Wolfe 12-Aug

Ian & Morgan Porten 12-Aug 3



 

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash 
cards are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team 
can assist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 

1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying 
(cash/check). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place! 
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

