
This Week at HOPE July 30, 2025 

A Weekly Word: A Life in Song 

By Pastor Annie Ladnier  

 
JULY 2025 Worship Series: Week 4 

I hope you have enjoyed our ñSummer Daysò series over the last four Sundays. Of 
course every summer we benefit from taking time to rest, trust, play, and sing. In a society 
that seems drenched in the chaos of a 24/7 news cycle and in a time where there seems 
to be much at stake, taking time to reflect on these four themes was particularly life-giving. 
I pray that the suggested daily spiritual practices have helped you gain a more solid aware-
ness of Godôs presence and activity around you every day. I pray that in that noticing, your 
trust (faith) in Christ has grown stronger. I pray that as you were able to rest in that trust 
you have also been afforded space to play- enjoying the beauty which God intended for us 
at our creation. 

This week we revel in the gift of song! HOPE knows well the ways in which music 
and song nurtures a community. On Sunday we heard from Colossians, ñLet the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with grati-
tude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.ò The gift of communal 
song enables the word of Christ to dwell, oh so richly in us, in ways that the privately read 
or even the communally heard word, cannot. A couple of weeks ago Strings of Hope 
brought to us the song, ñSend Meò as our sending hymn. The words were, ñsend me, send 
me, send me, send me, Iôm packed up, prayed up, ready to go, send me.ò I found myself 
three and four days later humming and singing those words over and over as I went about 
my business. The song that bid us adieu that Sunday served as a prayer for us in the days 
and now weeks later. ñSend me, send me, send me.ò Let the word of Christ dwell in us 
richly, indeed.  
 And in the time between singing that song and today, the Spirit has sent me: 

¶ To Kinnic Falls here in River Falls, an addiction treatment facility eager to build 
stronger relationships with other local partners 

¶ To an all Ministry Team meeting here at HOPE, working together with all of our 
teams, eagerly putting together plans for hosting our neighbors and freeing our-
selves from debt 

¶ To an abundantly fun evening with some of our youngest members as we ex-
plored the Beatitudes and the students became the teachers as they blessed me 
with their laughter and song and embodied praise 

¶ To a Cardio Dance class to move and shake my body to fun songs, stretch my 
lungs as I gasped for breath, and remembered my baptism as I was drenched in 
sweat 

¶ Into the homes of those facing serious illnesses and sharing Christôs body, blood, 
love, and life with them.  

¶ Into swimming pools, and t-ball fields, and backyard gardens, and storytime bed-
rooms with my own children who are coming to know more about Jesus and 
themselves every day.  

¶ Today into Willard, WI at the Christine Center to attend a Wild Spirituality retreat 
where I trust I will encounter Christ in ways Iôve never imagined and I look for-
ward to sharing them with you. 

 
God has sent me into all of these places, fortified by the words of your sung harmonies, 
that I can trust Christôs guiding Spirit in all that I do and am. When we gathered that, and 
every, Sunday, we do this for one another- we pour the very word of Christ over one an-
other, shaping and strengthening each of us for a life in service to this one wild and amaz-
ing God. May these final dwindling days of summer continue to offer you space for these 
holy encounters. Amen.  
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This week the 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly is taking place at the Phoenix 
Convention Center in Phoenix, Ariz. 
 
The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-making body of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America, is a process of communal spiritual discern-
ment. When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, its voting members meet 
with confidence in Godôs grace around word and water, wine and bread, to carry on 
their work on behalf of the entire church. Over the course of the assembly, voting 
members: 

¶ Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and 
units. 

¶ Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies. 
¶ Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the con-
stitution or bylaws. This year we elect a new Presiding Bishop of the 
ELCA!  

¶ Establish ELCA churchwide policy. 
¶ Worship together. 
¶ Adopt a budget. 
¶ Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 

 
This is special, holy ground where members, both rostered and lay, from across the 
Evangelical Church in America gather to worship, share in fellowship, and to hear 
the word of God and discern the work of the Holy Spirit together. Please continue to 
hold the gathering in your prayers. 
 
To see more about what all is being discussed, celebrated, and discerned in holy 
community please go to https://www.elca.org/about/leadership/churchwide-
assembly. If you scroll down you can find the ñresourceò tab and there are a variety 
of individual documents pertaining to particular topics.  

 

You can watch from home HERE  

 

https://www.elca.org/about/leadership/churchwide-assembly
https://www.elca.org/about/leadership/churchwide-assembly
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCqtaMNyKoI
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The jumpstart campaign is off to a great start! Our goal is $150,000. 

 To date we have received $38,815, leaving only $1,185 to be matched!  
All gifts received by August 30th will be matched, up to $40K!  



Gwen Paulson is recovering at home after spending the past 
month at Mayo.  We can help by providing occasional meals (2 
days a week).  Please use the Meal Train link below to sign up 
to provide a meal.  
 
Gwen and Ed requested the following: 
Ý Simple meals 
Ý Small portions 
Ý No rich desserts 

 
Simply press ctrl and click on the link below.  
This is the Meal Train for The Paulsons:  

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw  
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We have expanded the dates for the Paulson®s meals 

through the end of August. Those of you that wish to 

participate in furnishing a meal can click on the link 

below. The Paulsons appreciate all the thoughtful 

nourishing meals you have provided for them.  

Meal Train Update 

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw
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SIGN UP HERE  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hoperf


 

 

Some of us might be heading up to cabins, but the HOPE worshipping 
community does not! If you are still in town please consider signing up 
to help make our worship service hospitable for all:  
 

August 03 Needs: 

Assisting Minister 

Ushers 

Reader/Prayer Leader 

Communion Assistant 

Coffee Fellowship 

Flowers 

 

August 10 Needs: 

Ushers 

Reader/Prayer Leader 

Communion Assistant 

Coffee Fellowship 

Flowers 

 

 
 
 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE! 

 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 

Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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The 2025 Tools for Schools Drive will get underway starting July 18. 
School supplies will be collected until Sunday, August 10 and will be dis-
tributed on August 18 (evening) and August 19 (morning) from the First 
Congregational UCC Church for those in need. Volunteers are also need-

ed for the distribution. Sign-up sheet will be at HOPE soon. Please see 
the list below for what is most needed. 
 
1. Good quality backpacks that will last a whole school year 
2. Ticonderoga pencils 
3. Pencil top erasers 
4. Dry-erase markers 
5. Large glue sticks (preferably Elmers) 
6. Wide-ruled composition notebooks 
7. Scientific calculators TI30XIIS 
 

All other school supplies needed like  
Ý washable markers thick and thin 
Ý regular markers thick and thin 
Ý black Sharpie markers 
Ý crayons 
Ý notebooks, college-ruled  
Ý black pens 
Ý Folders 
 
It may be helpful to check school-supply lists in the stores in which you 
are shopping 
 
Thank you for your continued support for this much-needed program. 
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR EITHER CAMP! 

 Let them know you are from HOPE! 
 

https://www.firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school
http://here.to
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TO REGISTER FOR HOPE SUMMER EVENTS 
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

David Anderson (Brother of Karen Brohaugh) 

Amanda Olson (Olive Olsonôs daughter) 

Jim Deming (friend of Marc & Martie Guthrie) 

Mary Alice Jones (Mother of Martie Guthrie) 

Tim Brill (Ryan Brillôs father) 

Connie Juaire 

Dylan Nitti (Grandson of  Olive Olson) 

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock) 

Sylvia Secrist ( Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard) 

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchelôs parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

The Family of Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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August Baptisms 

Joseph McIntosh

Kay Montgomery

Betty Lou Oppegard

Camryn Glaubitz

Tanner Heinselman

Cameron Leitch

Ainsley Neuhaus

Alexis Rehbein

Avery Tokheim


