
This Week at HOPE July 16, 2025 

A Weekly Word: Reflections on Trust 

By Pastor Annie Ladnier  
 

 

JULY 2025 Worship Series: Week 2 
 

Guided by Matthew 6:25-34, our Summer Days series is centered on ñtrustô this 
week.  One way we cope through the many challenges that come our way is through 
our trust that God is present with us. Of course, God is present with us all the time, 
but we sometimes shy away from naming where we see and experience God day to 
day. It actually takes practice!  

Our devotional has been encouraging us to develop such a practice by 
ñrecording one small beauty each dayò in a ñPay Attention Notebook.ò In the first week 
we were encouraged just to write down one small moment of beauty every day. If you 
havenôt started already, thereôs no time like the present! 

As you exercise this practice this week, inspired by Mary Oliverôs poem, ñOn Thy 
Wondrous Works I Shall Meditate,ò you are encouraged to note that the beautiful 
things you notice are the very works of Godôs hands. Taking even a small moment out 
of our day, every day to notice where God has left fingerprints on our day, is abun-
dantly helpful in building up our faith- our trust- in God. If we can strengthen the 
ñmuscleò of noticing Godôs handiwork in the everyday, then surely we will be able to 
notice it even in the midst of the really difficult, challenging, or even heartbreaking 
days.  

Where has God shown up for you since Sunday?  
Where do you notice God today?  
How about this hour or moment?  

Thereôs no wrong answer! As I write this I notice the handiwork of God in the subtle 
notes of cinnamon and spice in my afternoon cup of coffee. How wonderful is it that 
God takes pleasure in providing sensory experiences like the smell and taste of spic-
es. I marvel at how those scents have the capacity to comfort me and evoke tangible 
memories of cuddles in my fatherôs lap at Christmas or eating the cinnamon sugar 
toast my mom gave to me as a treat. What beauty! What delight! What love!  
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew%206%3A25-34&version=NRSVUE
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JULY 2025 Worship Series 

To pair with Mary Oliverôs ñDevotionsò 

The following is from the SALT Projectôs introduction to the Summer Days Devotion: 
 

ñSummer is the season of sticky fingers and bare feet, porch swings and fireflies, sandy 
beach towels, open hydrants, or just a lazy, lovely day in the park. In all of these ways and more, at 
its best, summertime taps into the deep, ancient practice of rest and restoration, echoing the joyful, 
sacred rhythms of sabbath. 

Mary Oliverôs poetry can help us connect with this dimension of the season, savoring its de-
lights, valuing its treasures, and reveling in what she calls summerôs ñluminous sprawl of gifts.ò Think 
of that sprawl as a sabbath for the year as a whole: not the resurrections of spring or the harvests of 
autumn, but the joyful, restful moments in between. Moments we all are made for. 

So grab your favorite Bible and Devotions: The Selected Poems of Mary  
Oliver (the poems can also be found online). Step by step, poem by poem, weôll make our way deep 
into the heart of summer, the heart of sabbath, and the heart of being human: joyful, rested, and 
free.ò 

This month I invite you to join me as we immerse ourselves into this reflection on Summer 
Sabbath using the poetry of Mary Oliver. Over the course of the next 4 weeks we will: Rest, Trust, 
Play, and Sing. Each week weôll combine scripture readings and rich hymnody with select poems by 
Mary Oliver. Youôll be invited to try unique daily spiritual practices, and provided with prayers and 
additional readings to deepen your ñSummer Daysô experience with a digital or hard copy of a sum-
mer devotional. The digital devotional is attached in this weekôs email.  Please download and 
save it. A few hard copies will be available at worship. 
ð---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This week, as we dwell in better understanding Sabbath Rest, I invite you to listen to this companion 
poem by Mary Oliver, titled, ñSchool.ò This is from her collection, Dog Songs. It is a great one for 
those who love our furry friends. You can listen to her read it HERE.  

 

https://voetica.com/poem/5950
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We had such a blast at "Meet River Falls" handing out at least 
433 FREE root beer floats and welcoming our neighbors!  
 
Thanks to all who came out 
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HOPE Jumpstart Campaign 
 

The jumpstart campaign is off to a great start since its announcement on 
June 29th! To date we have received $19,500 toward our main goal of 
$150,000.  

 
All gifts received by August 30th will be matched, up to $40K!  
 

Thank you to all of our generous donors, those who are dreaming up cre-
ative ways to raise additional funds, and those watching, listening, and 
discerning all the exciting things God is calling us to do if we free our-
selves from over $150,000 in interest payments! Getting our monthly 
payment as low as possible will ensure that we can full pay off our mort-
gage in 5 years or less! Then can you imagine how else God might use 
our gifts to grow Godôs Kingdom?! 
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The 2025 Tools for Schools Drive will get underway starting July 18. 
School supplies will be collected until Sunday, August 10 and will be dis-
tributed on August 18 (evening) and August 19 (morning) from the First 
Congregational UCC Church for those in need. Volunteers are also need-

ed for the distribution. Sign-up sheet will be at HOPE soon. Please see 
the list below for what is most needed. 
 
1. Good quality backpacks that will last a whole school year 
2. Ticonderoga pencils 
3. Pencil top erasers 
4. Dry-erase markers 
5. Large glue sticks (preferably Elmers) 
6. Wide-ruled composition notebooks 
7. Scientific calculators TI30XIIS 
 

All other school supplies needed like  
Ý washable markers thick and thin 
Ý regular markers thick and thin 
Ý black Sharpie markers 
Ý crayons 
Ý notebooks, college-ruled  
Ý black pens 
Ý Folders 
 
It may be helpful to check school-supply lists in the stores in which you 
are shopping 
 
Thank you for your continued support for this much-needed program. 
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SIGN UP HERE  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=hoperf


 

 

Some of us might be heading up to cabins, but the HOPE worshipping 
community does not! If you are still in town please consider signing up 
to help make our worship service hospitable for all:  
 

July 20 Needs: 

Ushers 

Coffee Fellowship Host 

 

July 27 Needs: 

Assisting Minister 

Ushers 

 
 
 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE SIGN UP HERE! 

 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 

Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 
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https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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Gwen Paulson is recovering at home after spending the past 
month at Mayo.  We can help by providing occasional meals (2 
days a week).  Please use the Meal Train link below to sign up 
to provide a meal.  
 
Gwen and Ed requested the following: 
Ý Simple meals 
Ý Small portions 
Ý No rich desserts 

 
Simply press ctrl and click on the link below.  
This is the Meal Train for The Paulsons:  

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw  
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We have expanded the dates for the Paulson®s 

meals through the end of July. Those of you that 

wish to participate in furnishing a meal can click 

on the link below.  

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO REGISTER FOR EITHER CAMP! 

 Let them know you are from HOPE! 
 

https://www.firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school
http://here.to
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TO REGISTER FOR HOPE SUMMER EVENTS 

 
 


