
This Week at HOPE May 28, 2025 

A Weekly Word:  

The Holiness of Summer Worship & The Gift of Liturgy 

By Pastor Annie Ladnier 
 

Next week marks the final day of school for our local school districts 
(cue Alice Cooper!). Many of us are eager to fulfill long awaited vacation 
plans, head up to cabins, or simply enjoy the outdoors during our longer 
summer days that seem to vanish all too soon. Summer is such a gift, isn’t 
it? The longer days make us feel like there’s a bit more room to breathe, 
dream, create, and enjoy. I pray that this season also gifts you the opportuni-
ty to connect to our Triune God more deeply.  
 Certainly, getting our feet in the grass, swimming in fresh water, and 
enjoying beautiful sunrises and sunsets makes us feel a palpable connection 
to God’s Holy Spirit- and I pray you have plenty of chances to do all of those 
things! But I also pray that you continue to carve out space that gathers you 
together with other siblings of Christian faith to sing hymns, share the Holy 
Meal, lift up interceding prayers on behalf of one another, our neighbors, and 
the world, share in Christ’s peace, and hear the Holy Word of God wash over 
you and plant seeds in you. Summer is holy ground for these things too!  
 We are especially blessed by a space that allows us to combine our 
holy connection to the outdoors and our communal worship with one anoth-
er. Beginning on June 15th we will begin our Outdoor Worship season in our 
“Winds of the Spirit” pavilion. You, your neighbors, family and friends are in-
vited to worship together in the midst of God’s beautiful creation. Listen as 
the birds join their songs with ours. Watch as new blooms emerge each 
week and as insects crawl, bees and butterflies pollinate, geese and ducks 
take a dip in the pond, and maybe even some clouds roll in. Smell the grassy 
earth, the scent of those blossoms, the rain-heavy clouds, even the work of 
the nearby farmer’s field. Feel the breeze in your hair, the sun on your shoul-
ders, the surprising crisp air of an extra cool summer morning. Taste the 
promise of God’s grace in bread and wine, the refreshing zip of lemonade on 
your tongue or the warmth of coffee in your cup as you linger and mingle 
with your holy siblings over someone’s homemade rhubarb bars. Just simply, 
be– in the presence of God and one another. 
 Of course worship is more powerful, meaningful, and joyful when we all 
share our gifts as part of it. Did you know that “liturgy” actually means “a 
work performed by the people for the benefit of others.” This fits pretty fan-
tastically with the Lutheran theology of “the priesthood of all believers.” So 
our “liturgical” worship isn’t “ceremonial” or “orderly” it is participatory- con-
ceived so that all worshipers take an active part in offering their worship to-
gether. The congregation is not a passive audience. When we call worship a 
“service” we actively acknowledge that this isn’t a performance meant to be 
consumed, but we are in a holy act of service together, for one another, in 
honor of God. It stems from the German, Gottesdienst, which requires seven 
English words to duplicate it: “God’s service and our service to God.”  
 Service as something done for others. Liturgy as a work of all the peo-
ple.  

So, then, that means we need everyone to participate. We need peo-
ple besides the Pastor to welcome others, read the holy word, lead the 
songs, share the meal, extend Christ’s peace, light the candles, adorn the 
space in beauty, clean up leftover bulletins, wash the coffee cups, turn off the 
lights, etc. It’s all worship; it’s all liturgy; it’s all service.  
 



This Week at HOPE May 21, 2025 

This summer, as we join together in God’s holy creation, from our many differ-
ent Sabbath spaces, and as I lift up my formerly mentioned prayers for you, I also 
pray that I might get to see you face to face and receive the gifts that you can share 
in our communal worship work. I pray I get to receive bread from your hands and 
hear you proclaim Jesus’ promise to me. I pray I get to hear your voice, even if it 
stumbles over odd places or names. I pray to receive your gift of song. I pray to see 
your nod, or shrug, or even look of confusion as we proclaim the Word together. I 
pray I get to shake your hand in peace, and smile with you during a children’s mes-
sage. I pray you throw in your crumbled $5 bill and let your granddaughter bring the 
basket to the altar. I pray you bring the box of Kwik Trip coffee and glazers, and that I 
get to sit at a table with you and hear what God has been up to in your life. I pray we 
laugh together as we dry dishes and lock doors and give hugs to one another before 
we get in our own vehicles. And then I pray we do it all over again, together, the next 
week.  
 You, beloved, are the Church, and I am so grateful for your ministry. As we 
delve into this holy work together, I am reminded of the words to my favorite hymn: 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
1  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 
2  Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 
 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
3  Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
 if with his love he befriend you. 
 
4  Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
 



Please join us Sunday morning before worship for a leisurely stroll on the 
path around the pond as we look, listen, and list the birds that we find.  If 
you have binoculars, bring them along, and if you don't, that's fine too.  No 
experience necessary! Meet at the Winds of the Spirit at 8:30 am and we'll 
finish in time for worship at 9:30. 
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Some of us might be heading up to cabins, but the HOPE wor-
shipping community does not! If you are still in town please con-
sider signing up to help make our worship service hospitable for 
all:  

June 1 Needs: 

Acolyte 

Ushers/Greeters 

Reader 

Communion Assistant 

Altar Flowers 

Coffee Fellowship 

 

June 8 Needs: 

Acolyte 

Ushers/Greeters 

Reader 

Communion Assistant 

 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE  

SIGN UP HERE! 

 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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Please fill out HOPE’s NEW MEMBER FORM if you are interested!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScc1U0jlAubQC73cI8FEaSlP4k8WU__AwhXnjLsOvfoOan-pw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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HYGIENE DRIVE FOR FALCON LINKS  
Did you know that UWRF has a program called “Falcon Links?” Did 
you know that HOPE has helped provide student care kits and food 
pantry items before? Now we have another opportunity!  
 
The goal of Falcon Links at UWRF is to provide guidance, support 
and resources for students who have been in foster care, homeless or 
orphaned and who have an interest in pursuing higher education. The 
program assists in a variety of ways to ensure the success of these 
young adults. One way is to provide some basic hygiene needs!  
 
That’s where YOU come in! We are currently collecting the following 
items for these students:  
 Feminine Products (tampons, overnight pads, and menstrual cups/

discs) HOPE’S green team is working to provide the reusable 
cups/discs! 

 Shampoo/Conditioner (conditioner is a greater need at this 
time)  

 Curly Hair Products (gel, shampoo, conditioner, etc)  
 Tissues  
 Dish Soap  
 Hand Soap  
 Laundry Detergent  
 Dryer Sheets  
 Note Cards  
 Spiral Notebooks (3 subject preferred)  
 Mechanical Pencils  
 Protein drinks  
 
Any other basic needs are welcomed, but those above are the biggest 
priorities.  
 
PLEASE BRING ITEMS TO THE DONATION BIN IN HOPE FOYER  

NEW COLLECTION DATE IS BY SUNDAY, JUNE 15TH! 
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Gwen Paulsons is recovering at home after spending the past 
month at Mayo.  We can help by providing occasional meals (2 
days a week).  Please use the Meal Train link below to sign up 
to provide a meal.  
 
Gwen and Ed requested the following: 
 Simple meals 
 Small portions 
 No rich desserts 
 

Simply press ctrl and click on the link below.  
This is the Meal Train for The Paulsons:  

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw  
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https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw
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THIS IS AN ALL AGES EVENT FOR ALL HOPE FRIENDS  
SPOTS LIMITED! REGISTER HERE! 

SAVE THESE DATES FOR MORE SUMMER FUN! 
Mark your calendars for the following times to connect, grow, and serve  

in Jesus’ name over the summer: 
 

Wednesday, July 16th 6-8PM- Mini VBS Night 
 
Wednesday, July 30th- 6-8PM- Mini VBS Night @ Willow River State Park 
 
July 28-31st- 9-11:30AM- First Congregational’s VBS Week** 
 
Tuesday, August 5th 5:30-8PM- National Night Out @ HOPE 
 
Sunday, August 10th 11AM- HOPE POOL PARTY at Glen Park Pool after church!  
 
August 18-21st 9AM-12PM- First Congregational’s Summer Children’s Musi-
cal** 
With evening performance on 8.21 at 6:30 
 
**To register for either week with First Congregational, please CLICK HERE.  
Let them know you are from HOPE!   
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-57020691-hope
https://www.firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school
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Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash cards 
are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team can as-
sist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 

1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying (cash/
check). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place! 
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock) 

Sylvia Secrist ( Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Conor and James Malaney 

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard) 

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family 

Emily & Drew Erhart (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Carol Krage (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson) 

Ellen Roose 

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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May Baptisms

Lee Getschel

Noelle James

Jean Loudon

Bill Montgomery

Rosemary Nelson

Faye Perkins

Eric Rydland

Mason Shea

Carly Wunrow

May Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Linda & Mike Yde 5-May 35

Bruce & Susan Schuettpelz 8-May 43

Leonard & Connie Juaire 23-May 28

Bill Warner & Linda Jacobson 30-May 32

Lillian Brill 12-May

Stacia Johnson 13-May

Hunter Rodewald 14-May

Cecelia Bernard 15-May

David Hendrickson 19-May

Shane Bondhus 20-May

Spencer Ziebarth 23-May

James Malaney 23-May

Kay Montgomery 25-May

Kennedie Porten 29-May

May Birthdays



This Week at HOPE May 28, 2025 

All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

