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A Weekly Word: What Can We Say on Memorial Day? 

By Pastor Annie Ladnier 

 
The following information comes from Augsburg Fortress’s “Sundays and Sea-
sons” resource as part of a special worship support document for Memorial 
Day. I have adapted it for the purpose of our newsletter: 

In the waning years of the Civil War and upon its completion, several 
communities in both the northern and southern United States honored those 
who had died by decorating graves, hosting civic ceremonies, and gathering for 
prayer and worship. One such commemoration took place on May 1, 1865, in 
Charleston, South Carolina, as approximately ten thousand people—most of 
them formerly enslaved African Americans—gathered to dedicate a cemetery 
where 257 Union soldiers were buried. 

While Memorial Day weekend has become the unofficial start of summer 
for many communities—and a vital economic boon for seasonal resort commu-
nities—it’s origins are anything but celebratory. Many service members, veter-
ans, and military families observe this day with mourning and remembrance. 
Approximately five million United States veterans have served in the US en-
gagements since September 11, 2001, and millions more veterans from prior 
decades continue to mark this day to honor their fallen siblings in arms. Many 
of these veterans and their families have lost friends and loved ones in military 
service and feel duty bound to honor all who have died while wearing the uni-
form  

In addition to those who died in service, startling numbers of active ser-
vice members and veterans succumb to suicide each year. Transitioning from 
active military service to civilian life is difficult for many veterans, especially for 
those who endured moral injury, physical and mental injury, and traumas of var-
ious kinds. Remembering those who die at their own hand is particularly chal-
lenging for the military community, given the continued stigma around behav-
ioral health and the longstanding practice of denying most military memorial 
honors for victims of suicide. We give thanks for reforms in how the military ad-
dresses the mental health of its service members and for ongoing reevaluation 
of certain memorial protocols. 

While such a National holiday is rightfully recognized in the public square 
and during civic ceremonies, our Christian congregations also have a faithful 
opportunity to bear the burdens of service members, veterans, and military 
families and to come alongside those who grieve with the promise of the gos-
pel. As the church we need not drape the altar in our nation’s flag or light red, 
white, and blue candles—but as disciples of Jesus who proclaim His way of 
Resurrection Life, we can kneel at the foot of the cross to offer laments, pray-
ers, and thanksgivings for those who have died because of their military ser-
vice. We can proclaim the promises for those who grieve and remind our col-
lective community that we are one in Christ.  
 



Scriptures for Remembering This Day: 

Isaiah 2:4 

He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who 
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have died. 
 

A Prayer for Memorial Day: 

Almighty God, you are our strength and our shield. We give you thanks for the 
members of our armed forces past and present, and especially for those who have 
died while serving. May their sacrifices serve the cause of peace, and may our na-
tion be ever grateful for their service. With your wisdom and strength guide our mil-
itary’s leaders and give to all people a desire for justice and peace. We pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

A Litany of Hope for Memorial Day: 

While we grieve and remember all who died in military service, 

we are not as those without hope. 

Just as Jesus died and rose from the grave,  
so too will the dead rise in Christ. 

We recall with gladness those who died in service to neighbor and na-
tion. 

May their memory and sacrifice not be forgotten. 

Bring your peace, O God, to all the earth. 

That war would be no more. 

Lead us to your promised future, 

to your blessed day of salvation. 

Wipe the tears from our eyes, 

for death will be no more. 

On that day, O Lord of hosts, you will gather all people on your holy 
mountain, 

and serve a bountiful and endless feast. 

Nothing separates us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Neither war nor suffering, life nor death, nor anything else in all cre-
ation. 
Creator of the universe, make all things new. 

Let it be so among us now. 

Creator of the universe, make all things new. 

Let it be so for those we remember this day. 

Creator of the universe, make all things new. 

Let it be so for this world you love. 

Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlast-
ing life. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 
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THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all who helped with our spring clean-up day last Saturday! Your 
many hands came together to tend the space entrusted into our care. 

Weeding, cleaning, mowing, trimming, staining, organizing, and much more 
took place! A number of projects remain- check out the clipboard for projects 
to do at your own pace!  
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Congratulations Graduates 
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In light of the holiday weekend, we have lots of open 
spots for helping in worship this week: 

May 25th: 

Communion Prep 

Communion Assistant 

Ushers/Greeters 

Reader 

Acolyte 

Altar Flowers 

Coffee Fellowship 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE 
 SIGN UP HERE! 

 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 

Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf


HYGIENE DRIVE FOR FALCON LINKS  
Did you know that UWRF has a program called “Falcon Links?” Did 
you know that HOPE has helped provide student care kits and food 
pantry items before? Now we have another opportunity!  
 
The goal of Falcon Links at UWRF is to provide guidance, support 
and resources for students who have been in foster care, homeless or 
orphaned and who have an interest in pursuing higher education. The 
program assists in a variety of ways to ensure the success of these 
young adults. One way is to provide some basic hygiene needs!  
 
That’s where YOU come in! We are currently collecting the following 
items for these students:  
 Feminine Products (tampons, overnight pads, and menstrual cups/

discs) HOPE’S green team is working to provide the reusable 
cups/discs! 

 Shampoo/Conditioner (conditioner is a greater need at this 
time)  

 Curly Hair Products (gel, shampoo, conditioner, etc)  
 Tissues  
 Dish Soap  
 Hand Soap  
 Laundry Detergent  
 Dryer Sheets  
 Note Cards  
 Spiral Notebooks (3 subject preferred)  
 Mechanical Pencils  
 Protein drinks  
 
Any other basic needs are welcomed, but those above are the biggest 
priorities.  
 
PLEASE BRING ITEMS TO THE DONATION BIN IN HOPE FOYER  

NEW COLLECTION DATE IS BY SUNDAY, JUNE 15TH! 
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Gwen Paulsons is recovering at home after spending the past 
month at Mayo.  We can help by providing occasional meals (2 
days a week).  Please use the Meal Train link below to sign up 
to provide a meal.  
 
Gwen and Ed requested the following: 
 Simple meals 
 Small portions 
 No rich desserts 
 

Simply press ctrl and click on the link below.  
This is the Meal Train for The Paulsons:  

https://mealtrain.com/53z3dw  
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FINAL SESSION IS TONIGHT!  

Join us as for an end-of-year meal, games, and service project! 
 

SAVE THE DATES FOR SOME SUMMER FUN! 
Mark your calendars for the following times to connect, grow, and serve  

in Jesus’ name over the summer: 
 

Wednesday, June 18th 5PM- FREE Falls Theater Movie Night “King of Kings” 

*open to ALL HOPE friends and family, with a special community invite.  
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN. Slots are limited!  

 

Wednesday, July 16th 6-8PM- Mini VBS Night 
 

Wednesday, July 30th- 6-8PM- Mini VBS Night @ Willow River State Park 
 

July 28-31st- 9-11:30AM- First Congregational’s VBS Week** 
 

Tuesday, August 5th 5:30-8PM- National Night Out @ HOPE 
 

Sunday, August 10th 11AM- HOPE POOL PARTY at Glen Park Pool after church!  
 

August 18-21st 9AM-12PM- First Congregational’s Summer Children’s Musical** 

With evening performance on 8.21 at 6:30 
 

**To register for either week with First Congregational, please CLICK HERE.  
    Let them know you are from HOPE!   
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-57020691-hope
https://www.firstchurchrf.org/pages/vacation-bible-school
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Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash cards 
are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team can as-
sist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 

1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying (cash/
check). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place! 
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Cathy Hjersjo (Friend of Darcy Boock) 

Nick Simpson (Friend of Karen and Jeff Rodewald) 

Sylvia Secrist ( Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Conor and James Malaney 

Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard) 

The Family of Ken Lubich (Jeff Rodewald’s Uncle) 

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family 

Emily & Drew Erhart (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Carol Krage (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson) 

Ellen Roose 

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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May Baptisms

Lee Getschel

Noelle James

Jean Loudon

Bill Montgomery

Rosemary Nelson

Faye Perkins

Eric Rydland

Mason Shea

Carly Wunrow

May Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Linda & Mike Yde 5-May 35

Bruce & Susan Schuettpelz 8-May 43

Leonard & Connie Juaire 23-May 28

Bill Warner & Linda Jacobson 30-May 32

Lillian Brill 12-May

Stacia Johnson 13-May

Hunter Rodewald 14-May

Cecelia Bernard 15-May

David Hendrickson 19-May

Shane Bondhus 20-May

Spencer Ziebarth 23-May

James Malaney 23-May

Kay Montgomery 25-May

Kennedie Porten 29-May

May Birthdays
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

