This Week at HOPE April 16, 2025

EASTER MESSAGE FROM BISHOP MARTIN

| can still remember the pound of my heart to this day. It was Good Friday in the
year 1995. | was working at Lutherdale Bible Camp as a year round staff and
my task that day was to dismantle the several hundred foot zipline. It was a
warm spring day, but | still experienced the wind that caused the tree that | was
attached to sway far more than | wanted it to. The tree itself was dying and thus
it could no longer serve as the anchor of the zipline where the platform was. It
was on that platform where youth and staff alike would find themselves
transferring the rabbit ears attached to their hamess to the zipline that would
lead to the ensuing rush of emotions. As | stood on that platform, connected to
a couple of tree staples with my own rabbit ears, | loosened the hardware that
secured the zipline cable to the tree, bolt by bolt. It was quite a surreal experience.

As | loosened the final bolt, that cable released about a foot away from my face, causing my heart to beat in
a way it has never beaten before or since. The sound haunted me for those few seconds as the cable fell to
the ground about 40 feet below. Once | collected myself, all | could think about was how appropriate it was to
watch the death of the zipline on Good Friday. That element was always the climax on the high ropes course.
It was the final adventure for countless youth as they experienced the challenges of that course. Just step off
the platform, trust, and fly!

| was saddened to see that zipline fall. But then | was overjoyed to see it rebuilt in a new and more secure
location! It reminds me of that great Easter spiritual that states, “It's Friday, but Sunday’'s coming.” It's the
reminder that we call it Good Friday only because as Christian believers, we know that Easter is coming.
Without Easter Sunday, Friday would have been even more devastating as it already was. Jesus' followers
were lost, confused, and in deep sorrow. Those emotions resulted from the trauma that they were
experiencing. But Easter reversed the pain of that trauma and turmmed it into a joyous chorus of “Alleluias”
where we can now see God's almighty power being revealed! We can see how God has power over death
itself and not just for Jesus. God's power to give life to all believers in all times and in all places through the
death and resurrection of Jesus is what brings us joy, hope, comfort, and faith itselfl God's power to renew
our lives each and every day through the gift of forgiveness cannot be understated. God's desire to heal our
broken relationship because of our sinfulness indicates the depth of that love, knowing that God so desperately
desires to be with us forever.

That old zipline was a source of joy for so many people. But when contrasted with the joy we can experience
daily, it simply pales in comparison. Friends, live into that joy of the resurrection. Remember the gift that Jesus
embodies that is truly the greatest gift we've ever had - the gift of God’s unconditional love. Despite the various
losses that we grieve each year, some that appear to be quite unbearable at the time, remember the gift of
Jesus. We are a resurrection church. We are a forgiven and forgiving people. And we bask in the glory of
God's amazing grace.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluial

Bishop Martin
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The Need to Love & to Be Loved 9:30AM Traditional Service

The Need to Rejoice
HOPE Lutheran Church

+
Im 3337 Kingsbarn Ave, River Falls, Wl 54022

LLITHERAN & www.hopelutheranrf.com

Holy Week is quickly approaching (NEXT Sunday!) We hope you
plan to join us for the full telling of Christ’s journey to Jerusalem,
His crucifixion, and Resurrection! In a world that is plenty busy, you
will not regret slowing down, stepping into, and dwelling in this Ho-
ly story. In a world where leaders of nations are vying for ultimate
power, come and hear of the One who has already conquered the
world. In a world where people clamor out for all they need, come
and experience all that is necessary in order that we might have
life and have it abundantly! Thanks be to Christ.

Special Highlights:
Maundy Thursday: explore the new commandments through ex-
periential acts of servant love
Good Friday: be enveloped by the story of Christ’s betrayal and
crucifixion, enhanced by cello accompaniment, vocal ensemble,
and candlelight
Easter Sunday: Greet the new day with the Good News at Sun-
rise Worship, or join in celebration at 9:30 as we share an Easter
Choir anthem, Easter Garden, and family friendly Easter Worship
full of the Good News!
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volunteers

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY’S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

SIGN UP ONLINE
H OR ON SUNDAYS
)

OPEN WORSHIP ROLES FOR THIS SUNDAY
EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 20:
Reader/Prayer Leader
Ushers/Greeters
Communion Assistant

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE
SIGN UP HERE!

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

2025 Easter Garden

All are invited to bring an
offering of Easter flowers for
our Easter Garden!

Please drop off
flowers/plants to
the Eidskog Room

Between 4/16-4/19
NO LATER THAN
9AM ON 4/19.

To include your offering as a

memorial/honorarium

please email details to Olive
by 4/14/25



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
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Interested in organic gardening?

HOPE Garden has plots available (10°x50’ or 10°x25%’).

Garden Rules are on the HOPE website main page under announce-
ments.

If interested, contact psrudesill@gmail.com by April 25th.

ok h Churchyard
Cleanup
Day

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Please join us Saturday, May 17th at 9:00am for the outside spring
clean up at HOPE Lutheran. There is a variety of needs and many
hands make easy work!

Sign up at church or contact Sue Rudesill at psrudesill@gmail.com



mailto:psrudesill@gmail.com
mailto:psrudesill@gmail.com
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Drop off

at church
March 31 - April 24
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HELPING
HANDS
FUND

Our Neighbors’ Place ha

started a 5th program,
Helping Hands Fund,
serving River Falls &
Ellsworth School District

WONDERING IF YOU QUALIFY? PLEASE CALL 715-426-9000

Lenten Mission Project: All We Need

As we explore, “All We Need” this Lent, we consider our own needs as they relate to
the needs of our neighbors. We’ll explore:

3/09- The need to embrace vulnerability (Diapers)

3/16- The need for sleep (Baby Care Kits)

3/23- The need for an advocate (Helping Hands/Operation Help)
3/30- The need for change (Diapers)

4/06- The need for beauty (Baby Care Kits)

4/13- How Jesus needs our help (Helping Hands/Operation Help)
4/17-18- The needs for love, protection, and new life

4/20- The need to rejoice!

This Lent the Mission Ministry Team encourages us to consider these collective
needs both locally and globally through three different donation collections.
1. Locally: Diaper Drive for Our Neighbors Place & RF Food Pantry (all sizes)

2. Regionally: Collecting monetary donations for NEW Our Neighbors Place
extension fund, “Helping Hands Fund” and Operation Help in Hudson.
These 2 agencies are filling the gaps left from the closure of ARC (Area Re-
source Center) last year. These help with things like paying a heat bill, buy-
ing tires for a car, gas cards.

3. Globally: Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits (formerly layette kits). Do-
nors can bring in individual items or fully assembled kits. We’ll make as
many as we can! Iltems needed are (all clothing 6-24month please):

2 cotton t-shirts

2 long or short sleeve sleeper gown

2 receiving blankets

1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood or include a baby hat

4 cloth diapers

2 baby socks

2 8-9 oz gentle soap

2 diaper or large safety pins

Q@0 00T

A member of the Mission Ministry team will make an announcement each week tell-
ing a little about what is being collected. Feel free to bring in these items any week,
but we’ll highlight particular items on the dates listed above! You may also donate
during Wednesday night services. Collection bins are on the pew by the credenza.
Thanks to Ryan Brill for volunteering to make a collection container for the money
collected each time for Helping Hands and Operation Help. Financial contributions
can also be mailed to the church office, memo line: Helping Hands/Operation Help.
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SUNDAY, APRIL 27™, 2025

www.hopelutheranrf.com
3337 Kingsbarn Ave.
River Falls, WI 54022

In honor of the River Falls Bluegrass, Bourbon, & Brews Festival we are
hosting our first ever Bluegrass Worship on Sunday, April 27 at 9:30AM.
Come sing along with some good ol' bluegrass hymns as we make a joyful
noise to round out our community's annual festival! ALL are welcome!

J@urne House
YOUNG ADULT

THURSDAY AT JOURNEY HOUSE

M AY 6PM-8PM

GAMES

FOOD & DRINKS
l 5 FUN ACTIVITES

AND MORE...

CHILDCARE IS AVAILABLE
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Servant of The Shepherd presents
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m
A

JUNE 13 | HILKEARNEY GOLF

FRIDAY | 2025 cLUBRIVER FALLS W1 54022

REGISTRATION 7:00 AM 4. LUNCH &
SCRAMBLE SHOTGUN START 8:00 AM TESTIMONIES

ONE SPONSOR m
PLAYER A HOLE

TO FOLLOW

> 18 HOLES PRIZES*
» 4 PERSONTEAMS RABELES
»'CONTESTS GOLEC

ONLINE PAYMENTS/ DONATIONS AT OUR WEBSITE/GIVE

www.servantoftheshepherdchurch.com
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LUTHERAN

Save the Datel!

SNTANGLED

Multi-Synod High School Youth Gathering

JULY 8-11, 2025

UW River Falls

All high schoolers who have completed grades 8-12 are invited to
ENTANGLED,

a multi-synod youth gathering at the UW River Falls Campus!
Together we will encounter God and one another in new ways
through creative ministry, challenging conversation, inspiring guest
speakers, service learning,
and uplifting worship.

Registration fee includes:
housing, meals, event shirt, resources, and last day activity.
HOPE Registration is open now! $100 deposit and THIS FORM due
by April 20th!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwE93MnXgLHPgX5P14yJJRniszISFYP7nMoUxDBUnfJmYLgw/viewform?usp=header
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WE STILL NEED 2 MORE MEAL HOSTS THIS SPRING!
SIGN UP HERE AT THIS LINK!

April 30 & May14!
Thank you to all who have helped provide our Wednesday night meals for
our WOH families this year! We have 3 dates left for our upcoming Spring
Session.
These are SIIMPLE, kid-friendly meals each Wednesday evening for our
Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This helps families participate in our min-
istry with one less thing to worry about on a busy weeknight, helps our
youth and mentors connect over a meal, and provides an opportunity for
other HOPE adults to engage with our children and youth!

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people to-
tal. Free Will donations can be collected to offset expenses. Donations of
money for pizza nights are also being accepted. Please prayerfully con-
sider if you/your ministry team would like to host a meal!


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

WOH in LENT
All WOH families are encouraged to join the wider congregation’s Len-
ten Journey Midweek Lenten Meals & Worship March 5-April 10
Meal 5:45
Worship 6:30
Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday, April 17TH 6:30PM
Good Friday, April 18th 6:30PM

SPRING SESSION DATES: April 30-May 21st
Join us this Spring as we learn about and remember our Baptism and
actively live it out! Click below for more info & to register:

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION



https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
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Spring Valley Stagehands Present

PASSION OF CHRIST

- A MUSICAL N

Adapted & Directed By
Luke Hayes

Music Used with Permisson From Lorenz Corporation
Performance Dates

APRIL 3-5 & APRIL 10-12 at 7:30 PM
APRIL 6th & APRIL 13th at 2:00 PM

\ Tickets Available Online at
WWW.SVSTAGEHANDS.ORG

S234 McKay Ave, Spring Valley, WI 54767 o (751) 778-4475
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The 2911 Project
Il \uu# Fundraising

Event Pa Sta with l
Purpose

April 30th @ 5:30 PM

Spaghetti Dinner | Entertainment | Silent Auction
All proceeds go to provide safe and sober housing in River Falls

Help us provide HOPE! Tickets $30 (Kids 15 and under FREE)

Location:

Luther Memorial Church
420 S 4th Street

River Falls Wi 54022

| the2911projectwi@gmail.com

-

Learning Community Event: Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Tuesday, April 29 6:30-8:00PM

First Congregational UCC
110 N. Third Street River Falls, Wisconsin 54022

|
We are invited to join this special Learning Community event focused on Die- l
trich Bonhoeffer. Bonhoeffer was a pastor and theologian in Germany during
World War Il. He was also an anti-Nazi dissident who was a founding member

of the Confessing Church movement, a group dedicated to resisting efforts by
the government to use churches as a pro-Nazi force to gain support and legiti-
macy for its goals. Bonhoeffer was arrested, imprisoned, and ultimately execut-
ed for his association with the resistance movement. Bonhoeffer authored im-
portant theological works including The Cost of Discipleship and Letters and Pa-
pers From Prison, published posthumously. Bonhoeffer famously argued that
Christians should not withdraw from the world and its challenges, but rather act
within the world guided by a commitment to justice and an understanding of the |
necessity of divine suffering.

The presenter is Dr. Lori Brandt Hale, Professor of Religion in the Department of
Religion and Philosophy at Augsburg University in Minneapolis. All are wel-

come! Dessert will be provided, so please register by calling the church office
(715-425-2052).
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SATURDAY

APRIL 26, 2025
T1lam - 12 pm

UWRF UNIVERSITY CENTER
Admission is FREE

The Smokeytown Singers are a
renowned drum group from the
Menominee tribe in Wisconsin
Established in 1972, the group is
celebrated for preserving and
promoting traditional Menominee
music and culture, performing at
powwows and cultural events
nationwide. They'll bring their talents
to River Falls for Earth Fest 2025 as
the pre-event feature, including
honoring and recognizing veterans.

Earth Fest 2025 will be held
at UWRF immediately
following the
Smokeytown Singers,
from12 -4 pm
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SATURDAY, APRIL 26

EAR I H " UW-RIVER FALLS UNIVERSITY CENTER

FE s I FREE COMMUNITY EVENT! ALL ARE WELCOME!

SuR POWER, OUR PLANET

P "

AHEAD!

4
2-4PM: THE PICKLED BEATS ’BLUEGRASS FEST) '
CLOTHING

SWAP ’ _ ACTIVITIES!

BRING
BATTERIES

EXHIBITORS'

PARKING/ [+ EXFNBITS FORINED, FNGAGEMENT, & ARVOCACY
« Parking available in UWRF lots V{r-»-'r YOUR EARMER & LOCS ._.f'-C

SHUTTLE B EV shuttle between Pay Lot 1&
INFO Earth Fest (University Center)

Jouimphemewd  IT'SELECTRIC!

several RF locations in collaboration
with Bluegrass Festival. Visit website or ELECTRIC VEHICLES  TOOLS  INFO & MORE.

scan (R code for more details & map
G'VEAWAY?!

FREF THFS
ENTER TO WIN
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GAS & GIFT CARD

325

KwinTrip | Kwix St42

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available!

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash cards
are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!

Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts

Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes

*Portion goes directly to ONP!

Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.

Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.

Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team can as-
sist you in getting a card.

Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card:
1. Choose a card
2. Find the number on the back lower right
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying (cash/
check).

Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place!
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The NW Synod of WI Racial Justice team invites you to join them for an

INDIGENOUS
SACRED SITES TOUR

LEARN FROM AND WITH OUR
INDIGENOUS NEIGHBORS IN MN

SATURDAY, MAY 17

Learn about Minnesota history from a
Native perspective through story-telling
and experiencing the sites in silence /
meditation / reflection.

We visit sites located around confluence of
the Mississippi and Minnesota rivers, what
the Dakota refer to as Bdote, or “meeting
place of rivers,” including:
e Fort Snelling State Park
e Dakota Internment Camp following the
Dakota-U.S. War
« Pilot Knob Hill, a traditional burial
ground

Your $75 registration includes the cost of
the tour, transportation (coach bus), bus
snacks and post-tour meal from Shobi’s
Table in St. Paul. You may also purchase
snacks at a rest stop. 50 person maximum.
Pick up locations on registration form.

Questions: 715.859.6810
racialjustice.nwswi@gmail.com

Register at
nwswi.org/home/calendar
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O rayer Requests

Please lift up the following people in prayer
Carol Prince (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard)

Jack Thomas Family (Friend of Doug Rudesill)

The Family of Ken Lubich (Jeff Rodewald’s Uncle)

Mark & Sarah Bondus and Family

Emily & Drew Erhart (Family friend of Olive Olson)
Carol Krage (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh)

Darcy Boock

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents)
Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus)

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus)

Lisa Ruehlow

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson)
Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner)

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson)
Ellen Roose

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose)

Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste)

Family of Teajai Schmidt (Relative of the Boocks)

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald)

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren)

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family)

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters)

Ed and Gwen Paulson

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson)

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Hannah Forward

Daryl Kleeman (Brother of Darcy Boock)

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi)

Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson
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Apnl Blrthdays
Name Birthday
Will Bohnert 2-Apr
John Hamilton 2-Apr
Sawyer Filarsky 4-Apr
Michael Stang S-Apr
Jean Loudon 11-Apr
Traci Wolfe 11-Apr
Cathy Wunrow 11-Apr
Faye Perkins 14-Apr
Ed Quinn 20-Apr
Lori Leitch 29-Apr
“2SHAPPY -#¢
ANNIVERSARY

April Baptisms E@

Margaret Anderson
Louis Bernard
Marc Guthrie
Hazel Ladnier

Jack Stang
Ben Wunrow
Amanda Ziebarth

Celebrating

Gary & Vicki Siebold 21-Apr 24 Years
Eric & Lisa Rydland 30-Apr 20 Years



This Week at HOPE April 9, 2025

t

“all ror

volunteers

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

* SIGN UP ONLINE
OR ON SUNDAYS

LUTHER

All are invited & needed
to participate in the leading of worship!
Please prayerfully consider sharing y
our time and talents!

SIGN UP HERE

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places??
Public HOPE Facebook Page

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing

Private HOPE Facebook Group

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns,
and living out our faith together
Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date!


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

