
This Week at HOPE February 26, 2025 

A Weekly Word:  

“What Is The Church’s Position?”: A Follow-Up to the Bishop’s Visit 

By Rev. Annie Ladnier 
 

On Sunday, February 23 we welcomed Bishop Martin Halom of our synod, the Northwest 
Synod of WI, to worship and fellowship with us. I want to personally thank you for the warm 
welcome you offered him and his wife, Pastor Melinda. The Bishop shared a sermon with 
us on what it means to love our enemies, his musical gifts on the trumpet, and his time for a 
Q and A with him following worship. You all offered excellent questions for his consideration 
and response.  

The majority of the questions posed related to current political concerns and what our 
role and response should be, not only with one another in our congregational context, but 
as part of the wider Church. Bishop Martin paused as he addressed a question that began, 
“What is the position of the Church regarding…?” That particular question asked how to ad-
dress the deportation of immigrants. He noted our need to take care when raising this curi-
osity because of the structure and polity of the ELCA.  

The ELCA is an “institution” because it consists of the joining together of individual 
congregations and synods to form a church-wide expression in the first place. In that sense 
there is not only one voice that fully represents that inherent complexity. However, the 
church, through its elected delegations and administrative procedures has held thorough 
and faithful conversations across the three expressions of the ELCA to put forward im-
portant resolutions, social messages, and social statements. These can help guide our ex-
pressions of faith in civic life. These are lengthy processes put forward by our highest ad-
ministrative body, the triennial Churchwide Assembly, composed of rostered and lay elect-
ed delegates across the country. In that sense, we are Churchwide. As such our positions 
or responses are usually far more complex than holding just one position. 
From that expression, we have developed numerous messages and statements since the 
ELCA’s inception in 1988. Bishop Halom admitted that our social message on immigration 
is old and somewhat outdated, as it was developed in 1998. However, the ELCA encour-
ages us to hold it in conjunction with "Toward Compassionate, Just, and Wise Immigration 
Reform," a 2009 ELCA social policy resolution on immigration that governs how the ELCA 
publicly addresses contemporary questions about immigration policy reform. More recently, 
the 2015 Churchwide Assembly adopted the  AMMPARO Strategy to Accompany Migrant 
Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities. Together, these guide 
how ELCA members, congregations, synods and Churchwide respond to the needs of our 
immigrant and refugee siblings. I encourage you to review each of them, especially if cur-
rent immigration issues interest or concern you.  

Throughout our Q and A conversation (and his sermon), Bishop Martin continually 
emphasized the importance for us to strive to  build stronger relationships, with one another 
and our neighbors, especially those we would typically disagree with or even vilify. As our 
Gospel reminds us,  “love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in re-
turn” (Luke 6:35) and as Paul writes to the Philippians, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look 
not to your own interests but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that 
was in Christ Jesus.” The majority of Jesus’ ministry was done through building relation-
ships and it serves us well, as we follow Him, to strive toward closer relationships with 
those we not only agree with, but those we disagree with too- to seek to understand, so that 
we might better understand the concerns and joys of one another and walk with one anoth-
er as Christ walks with us.  

Ultimately, beloved, Christ’s position for the church is clear: love one another. Thanks 
be to God.  
 

https://www.elca.org/faith/faith-and-society/social-messages/immigration
https://resources.elca.org/faith-and-society/immigration-reform-spr09/
https://resources.elca.org/faith-and-society/immigration-reform-spr09/
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/ammparo
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Honoring Black History Month: 
Lutherans in Black History 

 

February is Black History Month and we often think of significant figures 
like Rosa Parks, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., John Lewis or athletes like 
Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant. But did you know there is a beautiful his-
tory of black Lutherans too?  
 
In response to the death of George Floyd in 2020 and the reignited civil 
rights protests that followed, members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Lands-
dale, PA grew curious about finding helpful resources for learning more 
about racial justice. They approached their Deacon Karen Matthias-Long 
and from there, a Racial Justice Ministry was formed. That group put to-
gether a phenomenal resource that continues to grow, showcasing over 24 
notable Black Lutherans who helped shape our church’s history.  
 
To see this unique Black History Month Exhibit and learn more about it’s 
beginnings please click on this link to the Living Lutheran Article about it. 
From there you can find the full pdf of the exhibit. Enjoy!  

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2025/02/lutherans-in-black-history/
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OPEN WORSHIP ROLES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

MARCH 2: 

Reader 

Communion Set-Up 

Ushers 

Communion Assistant 
Acolyte 

Coffee Fellowship Host 

Altar Flowers 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE  

SIGN UP HERE!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
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What do you need to survive and thrive? We all know that we need 
oxygen to breathe, food to eat, water, and shelter. If you go deeper, 
what else do you need? Sleep, perhaps? Human contact? An abid-
ing sense of purpose? Prayer? Maybe you don’t think you need 
those things at all! How many of your needs are subjective? 
 
What do we need as a congregation? What are we missing and 
what do we long for? What do we need to survive? How are these 
needs different from what we need to thrive?  
 
How about our neighbors, the people beyond our church doors? 
What do the people in our community need? Would the people 
around us describe different needs than those of us who worship in-
side? How do our needs as the people of God differ from the needs 
of people more broadly?  
 
Undoubtedly, we need a multitude of different things. This Lenten 
season, we’re going to talk about it in our worship series, All We 
Need. Each week, we’ll explore what the scripture for the season 
reveals about our needs, personally and communally. Not every 
weekly need will be obvious. Many go beyond Abraham Maslow’s 
famous hierarchy. Instead, we will explore topics like the need for 
sleep, change, and beauty. Each week’s scripture will redefine and 
expand what we think of as needs. Some may be difficult to notice 
before the Spirit nudges us to consider them. Even basic needs are 
cast in a new light when we consider them from the perspective of 
our lives as God’s people.  
 
I pray that this Lent gives you space to deeply consider your needs, 
those of your neighbor, and those of the ones we rarely even con-
sider. May your journey be holy and may we discover All We Need, 
together.  

Join us Sundays at 9:30 & 
Wednesdays, March 5th - April 9th 

5:30 Meal 
6:30 Worship 

 



Easter Choir for HOPE Lutheran 
 
Attention all singers!  You're all invited to sing in an Easter Choir for Easter 
Sunday Service, April 20th, at 9:30am.   
 
Details are as follows: 
 
Who:  Singers from high school age and up.  Previous choral  singing 
  experience is not required. 
 
What: Similar to Carols and Candles Choir, this choir will assemble to 
  sing one anthem and possibly other service music on Easter  
  Sunday. 
 
When:  Short rehearsals (~30 minutes) will follow midweek Lenten wor
  ship on Wednesday nights, starting at approximately   
  7:15PM.Our first rehearsal will be Ash Wednesday evening,  
  March 5, 7:15 PM, in Hope's sanctuary. 
 
Other notes:  Depending on turnout/interest, the exact number of sched-
uled Wednesday evening rehearsals during Lent is yet to be deter-
mined.  So stay tuned!   
 
See you soon, and if you have any questions, call or text me at 
651.260.4790. 
 
--Phil Klacan 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 
HOPE PUZZLE CONTEST NIGHT! 

Sunday, March 16th, Evening 
Exact time, registration, and more info TBA next week! 

ALL are invited TONIGHT for a fun night out! 

Enjoy a light meal, PLENTY of Bingo, PRIZES, and the op-
portunity to make a FREE WILL offering to: 

 

 Turningpoint: For Victims of Domestic & Sexual Violence 

https://www.turningpoint-wi.org/get-involved/
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CLICK HERE for Registration & Other Information  

 

• Individual Cost - $30 
• Carpool Rate - $25 
• Come as a group of three or more and get a discount on 

each individual's ticket. Care for Creation, save gas, and en-
joy the company!  

• Under 30 years old register free 
• Livestream Registration - Free  

 

In-person registration includes lunch, coffee, reception, and folder of in-
formation. 

 

Scholarships Available - contact  
ecofaith@nemnsynod.org 

 

Presented by: The Northeastern Minnesota Synod EcoFaith Net-
work, Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, and Saint Paul Area Synod 
along with partner organizations, synods, camps, colleges, and 

seminaries. 
 

https://www.ecofaithnetwork.org/ecofaith-summit-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIsUIhleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHWAULD2Em3GiB3DwmzfkK6FVpl_Ioj0g656ZkiyaDl5lUnSgFAxlkxbkUA_aem_UU1eFJ6ToHUwl2k46rIxpg
mailto:ecofaith@nemnsynod.org


 

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash cards 
are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team can as-
sist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 

1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying (cash/
check). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighbors’ Place! 
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See you tonight for BINGO!  
 

WINTER SESSION: January 8th-February 26th 

Exploring: New Testament stories, Parts of Worship, Souper Bowl, 
and BINGO 

All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register and attend!  
Friends are always welcome! 

3 Sessions throughout the year: 
Spring Session: April 30-May 21 

MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!  
 

Click below for more info & to register: 

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION 

 

WOH in LENT 

All WOH families are encouraged to join the wider congregation’s Len-
ten Journey Midweek Lenten Meals & Worship March 5-April 10 

Holy Week Services the week of April 13-20th 
 

SPRING SESSION DATES: April 30-May 21st 

 
 

https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
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SAVE THE DATE: 

Northwest Synod of WI’s “Walking Together” event:  

“Go! Make Disciples!” 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 

8:30-4:00 at Bethany Lutheran, Rice Lake, WI 

Join lay and rostered leaders across our synod for a day of fel-
lowship and learning together! This year offers fifteen work-

shops planned on this theme including workshops on Fresh Ex-
pressions, Lay Leadership, Cooperative Ministries, Equipping 

Witnesses,  

Community Church and more! 



This Week at HOPE February 26, 2025 

TEACHER SIGN UP HERE  

WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED! 

SIGN UP HERE AT THIS NEW LINK! 

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each 
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This helps 
families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry about on a 
busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect over a meal, and 
provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to engage with our children 
and youth!  
 

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people to-
tal. Free Will donations will be collected to offset expenses. Donations of 
money for pizza nights are also being accepted.  
 

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to host a 
meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!  
 

SIGN UPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH MAY!  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcTiC8iTNDeYjuZrbVDQix1lf461WmAGmQsTlzwahl8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Emily & Drew Erhart (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Carol Krage (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Darcy Boock 

The family Nancy Miller (Friends of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Missy Brown (Neighbors of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Lisa Ruehlow 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson) 

Ellen Roose 

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose) 

Connie Juaire 

Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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February Baptisms

Cecelia Bernard

Kevin James

Grete Rehbein

Jill Fritz

Name Birth Date

Mason Filarsky 02-Feb

Bill Montgomery 04-Feb

Gwen Paulson 05-Feb

Susie Rudesill 05-Feb

Lisa Ziebarth 07-Feb

Lisa Ruehlow 05-Feb

Marc Guthrie 10-Feb

Connie Kurten 11-Feb

Martie Guthrie 13-Feb

Dan Wunrow 15-Feb

Ryan Leitch 19-Feb

Pam Quinn 19-Feb

Diane Clark 20-Feb

Ryan Brill 23-Feb

Richard Jackson 25-Feb

Rosemary Nelson 25-Feb

Darcy Boock 28-Feb

February Birthdays
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

