
This Week at HOPE February 12, 2025 

A Weekly Word:  

You Love and Then You Live 

Pastor Annie Ladnier 
 

“One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by asking him this question: 
“Teacher, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses say? How do you read it?” 

The man answered, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, all your strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

“Right!” Jesus told him. “Do this and you will live!” -Luke 10:25-28 
 

Youôve heard the phrase, ñyou live and you learn.ò Jesus reminds us, as told in Lukeôs 
Gospel, that in Godôs  Kingdom, in order to live, you first have to love. If thereôs learn-
ing involved then, I think itôs the learning about love. From our first breaths we are 
learning about what love is, and what it is not. We know that those first three years of 
a childôs development are crucial for a childôs sense of love and therefore their sense 
of self, compassion, morality, and so much more. If a child does not receive proper 
love in those early stages, they will very literally never be able to. They will live a life 
reft of love, because their wiring for love was never laid. And what is a life without 
some kind of love? So we learn love first, and then, and only then, do we truly live.  
 

This Friday is Valentineôs Day. In honor of this day of love, allow us to consider the 
Greatest Commandment (titled as such in Matthewôs Gospel). There seems to be 
some confusion these days on just what is the greatest commandment- which should 
be held up in front of our children, and just who technically is included in that whole 
“neighbor” business. Let us remember that the commandments came to us first and 
foremost as a gift. God shared them with Moses as he worked to deliver the Israelites 
out of bondage. They were re-learning how to be a free people, and at the heart of 
that freedom were some ground rules on how to love and in which order to do that. 
The love of God came first, exhibited in the first 3 commandments. The love of neigh-
bor is encapsulated in the remaining 7 commandments. God gave us a blueprint for 
how to love so that we would be able to freely and rightly share it. 
Over time though, instead of feeling freed by those commands to properly live into a 
just and loving society with their neighbors, Godôs people overemphasized the law 
and misconstrued obeying IT as what could save them, what could free them, rather 
than remembering that the freedom had always come from Godôs own direct love.  Of 
course, re-learning that over time as Godôs people has come with some hard and 
painful lessons along the way, as we have struggled to heed the prophets' redirec-
tions and change our ways. It has made it difficult to live into the fullness which God 
intends for us.   
 

Chapter 10 of Luke then reminds us just what that full and eternal life entails. To truly 
enter into the fullness of life, we absolutely must first love. And true love, proper love, 
is one that acknowledges that  the way we love our neighbor is indicative of how we 
truly love God and vice-versa. We were created in the imago Dei (image of God) by a 
God who values relationship. So, too, we must value relationships. If we fail to proper-
ly acknowledge that our lives are intimately interconnected to those of our neighbors 
near and far, and grow callous to the pain and suffering people feel in other parts of 
our world, then we are not engaging in love. Said differently, if we cannot love our 
neighbors– if we fail to care for them in their times of need- then we cannot love God. 
Truly loving God is to love one another.  
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When a people calls themselves Christian it is these lessons which Jesus taught, that 
the people claim to adhere to. These lessons are widely known among those claiming 
a Chrisian identity, those among various other faith traditions, and those who claim no 
religious affiliation. They know these lessons of Jesus. So rightly so it has to be quite 
befuddling to engage in a world of people identifying as Christians who show no tan-
gible indication of properly loving their neighbor. It is a tremendous disservice to the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  
 

Do you remember what comes next in this story? The man asks Jesus, ñand who is 
my neighbor?ò And Jesus goes on to tell the story of the Good Samaritan. The takea-
way is that the one who showed mercy is the neighbor. To be in a loving relationship 
with our neighbors is to show mercy. It really is that simple.  
 

So as we look around this Valentineôs Day, stepping on the fresh rose petals and 
crunching through candy hearts, or savoring decadent chocolate truffles, just what 
are we celebrating. Is it love? Is it a love that extends mercy? Is it a love that values 
the very lives of our neighbors? Is it the love for which Christ gave up his life? Is it this 
love which Jesus discusses with the man in Luke 10? 
 

Because if it is not, this is no life at all. For we must love first in order to have life.  
 

If you are curious about ways to love your neighbor here are some great love offering 
ideas for this week: 

¶ Make a love offering to Global Refuge as they strive to care for refugees in their 
care while federal funding has been paused. These gifts cannot go to support new 
resettlement, but they can be used to tend to the people already in process.  

¶ Make a love offering to our sister synod in Malawi to help provide immediate food 
relief to children. 

¶ Make a love offering to Lutheran Disaster Response as neighbors continue to re-
cover from Hurricanes, flooding, devastating wild fires, and more.Make a financial 
or in-kind donation to WEST CAP (Western WI Community Action Program that 
provides a variety of needed services to those in need). All donations help lever-
age government funding and meet the communityôs most pressing needs.  

¶ Offer a donation here in River Falls to Turningpoint or Our Neighborôs Place 
ñHelping Hands Funò to provide security to those fleeing violence and struggling 
with homelessness. 

Your love, expressed through any acts of mercy, matters and impacts the very tangi-
ble circumstances of our neighbors. May you go in peace to love and live!  

For a fun and interesting take on Valentineôs Day I commend to you, A 
Brief Theology of Valentineôs Day from SALT. Make sure to click on the link 
at the bottom of their page for a lovely poem about love, ñAimless Love,ò 
written by Billy Collins. It was a delightful gift to me this week. 

 

https://secured.globalrefuge.org/page/78592/donate/1?en_txn7=EA25A6&en_txn8=LB01A&ea.tracking.id=lightbox&_gl=1*1pdrxor*_gcl_au*MTY5ODg3MjUzMS4xNzM5Mzg5ODU2*_ga*MzAxOTI1NjQ4LjE3MzkzODk4NTc.*_ga_04YK2SM6ND*MTczOTM4OTg1Ni4xLjAuMTczOTM4OTg1Ni42MC4wLjA.
https://subsplash.com/u/-V3B7TF/give?frequency=once&next_process_date=02/12/2025&embed=true
https://give.elca.org/page/73064/donate/1?locale=en-US
https://westcap.org/donateonline/
https://www.turningpoint-wi.org/get-involved/donate.html
https://www.ourneighborsplace.org/home
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2019/2/13/a-brief-theology-of-valentines-day
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2019/2/13/a-brief-theology-of-valentines-day
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BOWLING FOR HOPE A SUCCESS!  

We had a great time at St. Croix lanes last Sunday! 

We filled 4 lanes with HOPE friends & family and raised: 

$1300.75 so far! 

Neighbor to Neighbor ($652.75) 

Lutheran Disaster Response ($647.59) 
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OPEN WORSHIP ROLES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 16th: 

ASSISTING MINISTER 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

MULTIPLE OPEN ROLES ON FEBRUARY 23rd  
DURING THE BISHOPôS VISIT 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE  

SIGN UP HERE!  

Bishop Martin Halom Visits HOPE on February 23rd! 
 

On Sunday, February 23rd, we are excited to welcome our new 
Bishop of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, Bishop Martin Ha-
lom. The Bishop will share the message with us in worship and 
lead a Q&A Adult Forum afterward. He is excited to be with us 
(especially on donut Sunday!), to learn more about our congrega-
tion, and to celebrate our ministry together!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
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ALL are invited for a fun night out! 

Enjoy a light meal, PLENTY of Bingo, PRIZES, and the op-
portunity to make a FREE WILL offering to: 

 Turningpoint: For Victims of Domestic & Sexual Violence 

Invite friends & neighbors! 

https://www.turningpoint-wi.org/get-involved/
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Lent Begins March 5th 

Ash Wednesday 

Join us for Mid Week services every Wednesday 

March 5th - April 9th 

5:30 Meal 

6:30 Worship 



 

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPEôs Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash cards 
are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighborôs Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to ñOur Neighborôs Place,ò cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team can as-
sist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 
1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying (cash/
check). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of Our Neighborsô Place! 
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TONIGHT! 

FUN WITH LUTHER POINT BIBLE CAMP! 

Luther Point will join us tonight to lead us in games & activities! 

Carissa Ditlefsen, Luther Point Program Director, will share about the 
camp and answer any questions parents or future campers may have!  

Friends are welcome!  
 

WINTER SESSION: January 8th-February 26th 

Exploring: New Testament stories, Parts of Worship, Souper Bowl, 
and BINGO 

All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register and attend!  
Friends are always welcome! 

3 Sessions throughout the year: 

Spring Session: April 30-May 21 

MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!  
 

Click below for more info & to register: 

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION 

 

WOH in LENT 

All WOH families are encouraged to join the wider congregationôs Len-
ten Journey Midweek Lenten Meals & Worship March 5-April 10 

Holy Week Services the week of April 13-20th 

 

SPRING SESSION DATES: April 30-May 21st 

 
 

https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
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SAVE THE DATE: 

Northwest Synod of WIôs ñWalking Togetherò event:  

“Go! Make Disciples!” 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 

8:30-4:00 at Bethany Lutheran, Rice Lake, WI 

Join lay and rostered leaders across our synod for a day of fel-
lowship and learning together! This year offers fifteen work-
shops planned on this theme including workshops on Fresh Ex-
pressions, Lay Leadership, Cooperative Ministries, Equipping 

Witnesses,  

Community Church and more! 
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TEACHER SIGN UP HERE  

WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED! 

SIGN UP HERE AT THIS NEW LINK! 

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each 
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This helps 
families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry about on a 
busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect over a meal, and 
provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to engage with our children 
and youth!  
 

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people to-
tal. Free Will donations will be collected to offset expenses. Donations of 
money for pizza nights are also being accepted.  
 

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to host a 
meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!  
 

SIGN UPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH MAY!  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcTiC8iTNDeYjuZrbVDQix1lf461WmAGmQsTlzwahl8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Darcy Boock 

The family Nancy Miller (Friends of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Brent Larson (Friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchelôs parents) 

Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Missy Brown (Neighbors of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Lisa Ruehlow 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Ethan Sailer (Family Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson) 

Ellen Roose 

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose) 

Derrek Lettich (Relative of Karen Brohaugh) 

Connie Juaire 

Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paulaôs Klacanôs Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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February Baptisms

Cecelia Bernard

Kevin James

Grete Rehbein

Jill Fritz

Name Birth Date

Mason Filarsky 02-Feb

Bill Montgomery 04-Feb

Gwen Paulson 05-Feb

Susie Rudesill 05-Feb

Lisa Ziebarth 07-Feb

Lisa Ruehlow 05-Feb

Marc Guthrie 10-Feb

Connie Kurten 11-Feb

Martie Guthrie 13-Feb

Dan Wunrow 15-Feb

Ryan Leitch 19-Feb

Pam Quinn 19-Feb

Diane Clark 20-Feb

Ryan Brill 23-Feb

Richard Jackson 25-Feb

Rosemary Nelson 25-Feb

Darcy Boock 28-Feb

February Birthdays
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

