
This Week at HOPE January 29, 2025 

A Weekly Word: The Gift of Love 
Pastor Annie Ladnier 

 
Our 2nd Reading for this coming Sunday is 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. It will 

strike many of you as a familiar wedding text. For certain, the words of this pas-
sage seem to prepare any two young people to center themselves in the right kind 
of love. However, the context for this passage was far from the butterflies and cele-
bration of any wedding day.  

 

Paul wrote this letter to the congregation in Corinth after receiving a letter 
from the people there while he had gone out to establish communities of faith in 
other parts of the Mediterranean. A report “from Chloe’s people” had reached Paul 
lamenting that the church in Corinth was experiencing division. The Corinthians 
were disagreeing with each other about the quality of leadership Paul and other 
apostles had offered, about the implications of their new spiritual existence for 
physical activities like eating and being involved in sexual relationships, and about 
whether their experience of being in Christ made them at all responsible to 
other brothers and sisters in Christ. So, this text comes to us not as a pep talk 
for a happy marriage, but as a faithful reminder to people trying to follow Jesus, of 
how to love one another properly. This letter comes as a note of encouragement to 
a community struggling to live out their discipleship.  

 

This text comes to us, over 2000 years later, to remind us of the same. As 
we find ourselves participants in a world, nation, local community, Church, and 
even at times, a congregation, divided over any host of issues we feel so fervently 
about these days. It is to us, just as it was to the early church in Corinth, that 
Paul’s words echo: 

 

13 If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains 
but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions and if I 
hand over my body so that I may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
 

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. 
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; 6 it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, be-
lieves all things, hopes all things, endures all things.8 Love never ends…13 And 
now faith, hope, and love remain, these three, and the greatest of these is love. 
 

Beloved, I recognize that this emphasis on love may seem trite. But, it is eve-
rything. If we are to live into Christ’s Great Commission (go therefore and make 
disciples…), we must first live into His Great Commandment (love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind…and you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself). Without it, we are just noisy gongs and 
clanging cymbals in a world already quite full of a cacophony of senseless clatter. 

  
And that is a world ever so hungry for Christ’s holy peace. I leave you with 

this blessing found in The Lives We Actually Have: 100 Blessings for Imperfect 
Days” by Dr. Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie: 
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For When You Just Can’t Find Any Peace: 
God, I am troubled in spirit 
and there doesn’t seem to be an end to it.  
Show me the way toward peace. 
 

Thank you for the freedom that comes 
when I begin to admit 
how powerless I feel, how small,  
amid the mountains of trouble. 
 

God, in this dark valley, 
let your light reach me. 
Let your Spirit comfort me. 
Help me understand how my body, 
and mind, and heart 
can be at rest even here. 
 

Jesus said, 
 

“I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble.  
But take heart, I have overcome the world” 
-John 16:33 NIV 
 

Creator of heaven and earth and these mountains, 
who created even me, 
shelter me, live in me, breathe in me here, 
alongside all that is too vast to comprehend. 
You will never leave me. 
It’s a fact. 
It’s your greatest promise. 
 

Amen.  
 
 
To read more about how the ELCA in its many expressions is living into this reminder of how best 
to love one another in our current social climate, please see the following statements from our Pre-
siding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and the six Bishops of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan: 
 
Presiding Bishop Eaton Issues Statement on Immigration Executive Orders 

 
Presiding Bishop Eaton Issues Pastoral Message on Executive Orders 

 
Joint Statement on Immigration from ELCA Bishops in Wisconsin and Upper Michigan 

 
To better understand why ELCA leadership would issue such statements, and why we as a congre-
gation and individual lay members of the ELCA would engage in this kind of discourse, please see 
Chapter 4 (especially sections 1-3) of the Model Constitution for Congregations.  

 
 

https://www.elca.org/news-and-events/presiding-bishop-eaton-issues-statement-on-immigration-executive-orders
https://www.elca.org/news-and-events/presiding-bishop-eaton-issues-pastoral-message-on-executive-orders
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6072b39103c5b9274730a188/t/6797f354033d1c79c43ecfa5/1738011476808/WI+Bishops+letter+Jan+27.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawIHX51leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHSCOqhSDZIrL0IYw7JhBL9LkttkOGz3W4nZ8yQ86Qce5oEtdRRPP3Yi5eQ_aem_Me08yAmcQvKiO5W1WJcHxw
https://resources.elca.org/office-of-the-secretary/model-constitution-for-congregations-2022-3/?_ga=2.13419447.1264182898.1738175861-1738513019.1708645808


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF  

OUR FIRST ANNUAL  

BEST HOT DISH & BROWNIE CONTEST! 
 

Best Hot Dish:  
Cara Getschel for her “Cheesy Mac” 

 
Best Brownie:  

Martie Guthrie for her “Turtle Brownie” 
 

It was a “real chore” to taste all of the entries and we thank every-
one who submitted a dish! Thank you to others who kept us 

healthy with salad and fruit sides, too! 
What a fun way to add to our celebration of God’s Ministry through 

HOPE in 2024! 
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2024 Annual Meeting Highlights: 

2024 Income: $241,182 

2024 Expenses: $241,181 

+/- Budget: $3,144 ahead of proposed 2024 budget  

   (spent less than we anticipated) 

Additional Directed Giving to Mission Partners: $16,170 

2025 Budget Approved: $262,565 
 

 
 

We thank everyone willing to serve in leadership at HOPE in 2025: 
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Equipping God, give us new eyes to see your vision and ears to hear your 
plan for this community of faith. When we lead and serve with confidence in 
your bold grace, our labor is not in vain. Bless each of these leaders with 
courage and kindness, patience and tenacity, good humor and great hope, 
so that together we are able to do immeasurably more than we could have 
asked for or imagined on our own. Amen. 
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OPEN WORSHIP ROLES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

FEBRUARY 2nd: 

READER 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE  

SIGN UP HERE! 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing


 

Kwik Trip Gas & Car Wash Cards Available! 
 

HOPE’s Mission Ministry reminds you that Kwik Trip Gas cards and Car Wash cards 
are available to you as part of our fundraising for Our Neighbor’s Place!  
Gas Cards: $25/$50 amounts 
Car Wash Cards: $36 for 5 Ultimate Washes 
*Portion goes directly to ONP! 
 
Cards available every Sunday and Mon-Wed, 8:30-3:00 in the church office.  
Checks payable to “Our Neighbor’s Place,” cash also accepted.  
Office Admin, Olive Olson, Pastor Annie, or any member of our Mission Team can as-
sist you in getting a card.  
 
Please make sure to fill out the paperwork when you take a card: 

1. Choose a card 
2. Find the number on the back lower right 
3. Match that number to the number listed on the sheet inside the lock box 
4. Write your name next to the number and indicate how you are paying (cash/
check). 
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Join us for our annual bowling outing!  
This is a FREE event for all who make a donation and SIGN UP.  

Bowling and shoes are included, snacks/drinks are available for pur-
chase & we encourage you to support St. Croix lanes! 

 
This year's Mission Partners: 
1. Lutheran Disaster Response- to support the continuing recovery ef-

forts from Hurricanes Helene and Milton. 
2.  Neighbor to Neighbor (Vecino a Vecino)- A ministry of the Northwest 

Synod of WI (ELCA) building meaningful relationships between Anglo 
ELCA congregations and the Latin American community across our 
synod. This ministry helps provide health fairs, education, racial justice 
training, bilingual worship services and more! 

Cash, check, or online giving options will be available. Please make 
checks payable to Hope Lutheran with memo line of the organiza-
tion you'd like to support. 
You may reserve your spot on the sign-up sheet at church OR HERE if 
you have issues please contact Olive in the church office to assist you 
(hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com).  Please be on time as they are gen-
erous to reserve enough lanes. REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FEBRU-
ARY 5TH so we can assure we have reserved plenty of lanes.   

All are welcome, even if you don’t want to bowl but just socialize! No 
need to RSVP if you are coming for fellowship!  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGzz1rQCjdwjae4i63A1fzcO0v1iIZLjBoukzKY_RDM/edit?usp=sharing
https://ldrcarolinas.org/
https://nwswi.org/neighbor-to-neighbor
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGzz1rQCjdwjae4i63A1fzcO0v1iIZLjBoukzKY_RDM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE: 

Northwest Synod of WI’s “Walking Together” event:  

“Go! Make Disciples!” 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 

8:30-4:00 at Bethany Lutheran, Rice Lake, WI 

Join lay and rostered leaders across our synod for a day of fel-
lowship and learning together! This year offers fifteen work-

shops planned on this theme including workshops on Fresh Ex-
pressions, Lay Leadership, Cooperative Ministries, Equipping 

Witnesses,  

Community Church and more! 
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WINTER SESSION: January 8th-February 26th 

Exploring: New Testament stories, Parts of Worship, Souper 
Bowl, and BINGO 

All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register and        
attend!  

Friends are always welcome! 
3 Sessions throughout the year: 
Spring Session: April 30-May 21 

MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!  
 

Click below for more info & to register: 

2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION 
 

 

https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
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TEACHER SIGN UP HERE  

WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED! 

SIGN UP HERE AT THIS NEW LINK! 

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each 
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This helps 
families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry about on a 
busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect over a meal, and 
provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to engage with our children 
and youth!  
 

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people to-
tal. Free Will donations will be collected to offset expenses. Donations of 
money for pizza nights are also being accepted.  
 

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to host a 
meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!  
 

SIGN UPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH MAY!  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcTiC8iTNDeYjuZrbVDQix1lf461WmAGmQsTlzwahl8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Darel and LaVonne Getschel (Keith Getchel’s parents) 
Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus) 

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus) 

Missy Brown (Neighbors of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Lisa Ruehlow 

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson) 

Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner) 

Steve and Diane Meyer 

Ethan Sailer (Family Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson) 

Ellen Roose 

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose) 

Derrek Lettich (Relative of Karen Brohaugh) 

The Family of Teresa Jonas (Friend of Kay & Bill Montgomery) 

Connie Juaire 

Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

John Cain (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Robb Scott 

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald) 

Family of Kermit Paulson 

Marcus Stack  (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste) 

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks) 

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald) 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Hannah Forward 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 
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February Baptisms

Cecelia Bernard

Kevin James

Grete Rehbein

Jill Fritz

Name Birth Date

Mason Filarsky 02-Feb

Bill Montgomery 04-Feb

Gwen Paulson 05-Feb

Susie Rudesill 05-Feb

Lisa Ziebarth 07-Feb

Lisa Ruehlow 05-Feb

Marc Guthrie 10-Feb

Connie Kurten 11-Feb

Martie Guthrie 13-Feb

Dan Wunrow 15-Feb

Ryan Leitch 19-Feb

Pam Quinn 19-Feb

Diane Clark 20-Feb

Ryan Brill 23-Feb

Richard Jackson 25-Feb

Rosemary Nelson 25-Feb

Darcy Boock 28-Feb

February Birthdays
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All are invited & needed  
to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing y 

our time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places?? 

Public HOPE Facebook Page 

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing 

Private HOPE Facebook Group 

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns, 
 and living out our faith together  

Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date! 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

