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2025 HOPE ANNUAL MEETING THIS SUNDAY
JANUARY 26, 2025
10:45AM
Online & In Person

ZOOM LINK

The finalized Annual Report, including updated financial in-
formation and QR codes for voting, has been sent as an at-
tachment in this week's TWAH email.

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS IT!
Join as we celebrate all God has done through HOPE in
2024 and prepare our hearts for what God is calling us to in
2025!

NEW THIS YEAR: ANNUAL POT LUCK CONTEST
Don'’t forget your BEST HOTDISH or BEST BROWNIE to
enter to win our inaugural Annual Meeting Potluck Contest!

e Each dish will be assigned a number for voting

e Please remove all identifying information on your dish/
pan (or make sure it cannot be seen)

e Prizes will be given and bragging rights bestowed!


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89465089208?pwd=RGygIGtvcndot1xgd8zrU3PzrnmNjb.1
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A Weekly Word: The Rejection of Prophets
Pastor Annie Ladnier

This week brought us the inauguration of President Trump and the celebration of Martin Luther King
Jr. Day. As we mark these two occasions together this year, | am reminded of one of MLK’s speech-
es delivered on April 25, 1957, nearly 11 years before his assassination. The speech was titled, "The
Role of the Church in Facing the Nation’s Chief Moral Dilemma," and was delivered to the Confer-
ence on Christian Faith and Human Relations in Nashville the day after receiving the Social Justice
Award from the Religion and Labor Foundation in New York.

The moral dilemma at such a time was racial segregation and the violence that was interwoven.

King spoke to an audience of about 300 Christian ministers, imploring them to be leaders in their
time. He spoke these words:

“We must make it clear that it is injustice which we seek to defeat and not persons who may
happen to be unjust. We have before us the glorious opportunity to inject a new dimension of
love into the veins of our civilization. Our motto must be, “Freedom and justice through love.”
Not through violence; not through hate; no not even through boycotts; but through love. As we
struggle for freedom in America it may be necessary to boycott at times. But we must remem-
ber as we boycott that a boycott is not an end within itself;.. But the end is reconciliation;
the end is redemption; the end is the creation of the beloved community. It is this type of
spirit and this type of love that can transform opposers into friends. The type of love that |
stress here is not eros, a sort of esthetic or romantic love; not philia, a sort of reciprocal love
between personal friends; but it is agape which is understanding goodwill for all men. It is an
overflowing love which seeks nothing in return. It is the love of God working in the lives of
men. This is the love that may well be the salvation of our civilization.”

As | re-read his speech | was of course reminded of the words of Isaiah, quoted by Christ in the
fourth chapter of Luke, which is this week’s assigned lectionary reading:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free those who are oppressed,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Jesus quotes these words when he is in Nazareth, his home town, and immediately afterward the
crowd begins to question just who Jesus thinks he is. They reject what he is saying and physically
threaten to throw him off a cliff. Of course, we know what the outcome ultimately was for Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. He too was rejected by many and his message was often met with violence.
There is not much reception for the words of God’s justice and mercy in our world.
What is it about the prophetic call to care for the oppressed, to heal others, to bring good news to
the poor, to proclaim freedom for God’s children, that causes us to reject it so violently? | wish |
knew.
What | do know is that the voice of God, the very will of God, is the one we encounter over and over
and over again by the prophets in scripture. It is one that we’ve heard in voices like MLK Jr.’s, Die-
trich Bonhoeffer, Maya Angelou’s, and plenty of other modern day prophets. It is the voice to love
the neighbor.
Just love the neighbor.
Just lead in love.
Even if and when that love is rejected.
We, the disciples of Jesus are called into that love. We are called to heed the prophets before us
and the ones in our midst. And while it is true, that our stubborn nature will likely resist them, God’s
overwhelming grace will only continue to come for us again and again and again.
Thanks be to our God.
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OPEN WORSHIP ROLES FOR THIS SUNDAY
JANUARY 12:

USHERS
ALTAR FLOWERS

IF YOU CAN SERVE PLEASE
SIGN UP HERE!



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
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FLCA ’/.\ VECINO A VECINO
NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR
MINISTRY

@ St. Croix Lanes
Sunday, February 9th
1:00-3:00PM
FREE bowling & shoes with

FREEWILL DONATION

to this year's mission partners!
Registeér on FB or/@hopelutheranrf.com

Join us for our annual bowling outing!
This is a FREE event for all who make a donation and SIGN UP.

Bowling and shoes are included, snacks/drinks are available for pur-
chase & we encourage you to support St. Croix lanes!

This year's Mission Partners:

1. Lutheran Disaster Response- to support the continuing recovery ef-
forts from Hurricanes Helene and Milton.

2. Neighbor to Neighbor (Vecino a Vecino)- A ministry of the Northwest
Synod of WI (ELCA) building meaningful relationships between Anglo
ELCA congregations and the Latin American community across our
synod. This ministry helps provide health fairs, education, racial justice
training, bilingual worship services and more!

Cash, check, or online giving options will be available. Please make
checks payable to Hope Lutheran with memo line of the organiza-
tion you'd like to support.

You may reserve your spot on the sign-up sheet at church OR HERE if
you have issues please contact Olive in the church office to assist you
(hopelutheranoffice.rf@amail.com). Please be on time as they are gen-
erous to reserve enough lanes. REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FEBRU-
ARY 5TH so we can assure we have reserved plenty of lanes.

All are welcome, even if you don’t want to bowl but just socialize! No
need to RSVP if you are coming for fellowship!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGzz1rQCjdwjae4i63A1fzcO0v1iIZLjBoukzKY_RDM/edit?usp=sharing
https://ldrcarolinas.org/
https://nwswi.org/neighbor-to-neighbor
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vGzz1rQCjdwjae4i63A1fzcO0v1iIZLjBoukzKY_RDM/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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Event Tickets $60

Purchase online at www_ourneighborsplace.org
or at the ONP Day Center M-F 10-4 (cash or check)

122 W Johnson St * 715-426-9000

Ow Naighbars” Plooe

Buy 50/50 Raffle Tickets:
$5/ticket or $20/5 tickets silent

@Y fom a board member or at the Day Center 122 W Johnson St Auction
715-426-9000
NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN!

Thank You Corporate .
Spensors! [@creative yCredent WESTconsin corgwen
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LUTHERAN:

SAVE THE DATE:

Northwest Synod of WI's “Walking Together” event:
“Go! Make Disciples!”
Saturday, March 22, 2025
8:30-4:00 at Bethany Lutheran, Rice Lake, WI

Join lay and rostered leaders across our synod for a day of fel-
lowship and learning together! This year offers fifteen work-
shops planned on this theme including workshops on Fresh Ex-
pressions, Lay Leadership, Cooperative Ministries, Equipping
Witnesses,

Community Church and more!
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

WINTER SESSION: January 8th-February 26th
Exploring: New Testament stories, Parts of Worship, Souper
Bowl, and BINGO
All K-10+ children and youth are encouraged to register and
attend!

Friends are always welcome!

3 Sessions throughout the year:

Spring Session: April 30-May 21
MEALS NOW PROVIDED EVERY WEEK!

Click below for more info & to register:
2024-2025 WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE REGISTRATION



https://forms.gle/sqeEPsM2Wz6omJxeA
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@EDNESDA\\/S OF HOFE

TEACHERS
NEEDED

TEACHER SIGN UP HERE
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WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE MEAL HOSTS NEEDED!
SIGN UP HERE AT THIS NEW LINK!

This year we would like to provide a SIMPLE, kid-friendly meal each
Wednesday evening for our Wednesdays of HOPE ministry. This helps
families participate in our ministry with one less thing to worry about on a
busy weeknight, helps our youth and mentors connect over a meal, and

provides an opportunity for other HOPE adults to engage with our children
and youth!

Meals need to be ready at 5:45 and we expect to serve 15-20 people to-
tal. Free WIill donations will be collected to offset expenses. Donations of
money for pizza nights are also being accepted.

Please prayerfully consider if you/your ministry team would like to host a
meal this year! Fall session is currently our biggest need!

SIGN UPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH MAY!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcTiC8iTNDeYjuZrbVDQix1lf461WmAGmQsTlzwahl8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-51469799-wednesdays
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LUTHERAN

CLIMATE CHANGE. -
AS lﬁnRE\LATEs TO ou F"A‘ITH

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25TH - 10:00 AM

JOIN US FOR A THOUGHT-PROVOKING PRESENTATION AND
CONVERSATION ON THE PRESSING ISSUE OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
LET'S COME TOGETHER TO ASK QUESTIONS OF AN EXPERT AND TO
SHARE IDEAS AND EXPLORE SOLUTIONS TO ADDRESS CLIMATE
CHANGE. DON'T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO BE PART OF THE
CONVERSATION AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY.

REFRESHMENTS AND SNACKS WILL BE SERVED.

ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH OF BATEMAN
20588 COUNTY HIGHWAY X, CHIPPEWA FALLS, WI 715.723.4231
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dPrayer Requests

Please lift up the following people in prayer
Bob Schuder (Father of Sarah Bondhus)

Harriette Bondhus (Mother of Mark Bondhus)

Missy Brown (Neighbors of Jeff & Karen Rodewald)
Lisa Ruehlow

Caleb Armerding & Family (Family friends of Linda Jacobson)
Mavis Wegleitner (Family of Dale Wegleitner)

Steve and Diane Meyer

Ethan Sailer (Family Friend of Faye Perkins)

Family of Rosina Hendrikson (Family of Mary Thompson)
Ellen Roose

Andy Haugen (Relative of Ellen Roose)

Derrek Lettich (Relative of Karen Brohaugh)

The Family of Teresa Jonas (Friend of Kay & Bill Montgomery)
Connie Juaire

Scott Ulring (Friend of Jeff & Karen Rodewald)

John Cain (Family friend of Olive Olson)

Robb Scott

The Family of Woody Fangmeier (Friends of Jeff & Karen Rodewald)
Family of Kermit Paulson

Marcus Stack (Friend of Steve & Karen Kaste)

Family of Teajai Schmidt (relative of the Boocks)

Jacob Dan and family (Friends of Jeff Rodewald)

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren)

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family)

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters)

Ed and Gwen Paulson

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson)

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney)

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan)

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer)

Hannah Forward

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece)

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock)

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)
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Mark Bondhus
Wendy Tokheim
Lisa Ryland
Karen Rodewald
Susan Schuettpelz
Bruce Schuettpelz

Greta Wunrow
Jason Neuhaus
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Hallie Neuhaus 1-Jan
Jill Fritz 3-Jan
Hannah Hoglo 3-Jan
Katherine (Klacan) Schilling 11-Jan
Camryn Glaubitz 11-Jan
Mary Thompson 13-Jan
Jan Malaney 15-dan
Connie Juaire 16-Jan
Samantha Brill 18-Jan
Sydney Wolfe 19-dan
Mason Shea 21-Jan
Sean James 22-Jan
Makayla Ziebarth 23-Jan
Amanda Ziebarth 28-Jan
Jeremy Wolfe 31-Jan
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volunteers

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY'S
WORSHIP & WELCOME OF ALL

: SIGN UP ONLINE
OR ON SUNDAYS
||! ane

LUTHER

All are invited & needed
to participate in the leading of worship!
Please prayerfully consider sharing y
our time and talents!

SIGN UP HERE

Want to help but not sure what the job entails?
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide

Did you know HOPE is on Facebook in TWO places??
Public HOPE Facebook Page

For public information, events, and Gospel sharing

Private HOPE Facebook Group

For private events, picture sharing, sharing joys & prayer concerns,
and living out our faith together
Make sure to like, follow, and join both to stay up to date!


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/17ugUPLZPn/

