
This Week at HOPE April 10, 2024 

“What Does A Land Acknowledgement Have to Do with Our Mission?” 
A Weekly Reflection by Rev. Annie Ladnier 

 
 
Beginning this Sunday, April 14th HOPE’s Green Team is hosting a three week book dis-
cussion on An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. 
The discussion promises to be rich, eye-opening, and at times, challenging. It is also sure 
to plant seeds for further inquiry and discussion about the land which currently serves as 
our home here at HOPE. Why is such a conversation significant to undertake as a Chris-
tian congregation? 
 
Scripture reminds us that seeking after truth is indeed costly: 
Buy truth, and do not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding- Proverbs 23:23 

 
The entirety of our scriptural witness shows us that we worship a God concerned with jus-
tice and liberation of God’s people. When such justice and liberation is withheld from any 
of God’s creation, it winds up killing both the oppressed and the oppressor. Withholding 
liberation from one another suffocates us all; it makes it impossible to breathe and live into 
the love God intends for us to have for one another.  
 
But we are an Exodus people! We are Easter people! We are liberated and raised to new 
life! We confess that Jesus came so that we may have life, and have it abundantly (John 
10:10). And that is a collective “we.” It is so all may have life! And part of Resurrection liv-
ing is that we do better than when we were on the road only to death. Part of Resurrection 
living is that we join God’s pursuit of abundant life, even when we have to dig for it under 
layers of years of false “christian doctrine.” Investigating the origins of the doctrine of dis-
covery and manifest destiny reveal to us just how easily our faith can be twisted when it is 
tied to a hunger for property, power, and money misconstrued as “God’s favor.”  
 
Seeking abundant life means that we hear, see, and learn from the voices of all of God’s 
people and take a posture of curiosity about what more God might be trying to reveal to us 
through those voices. Zora Neale Hurston once said, “If you are silent about your pain, 
they’ll kill you and say you enjoyed it.” We should not demand this of those who have been 
hurt because of the misuse of trying to follow Jesus. We have not historically done it all 
that well. We have made grave mistakes throughout history. And God calls us to be better!  
 
God implores us to wonder who was hurt? Who still hurts? What beautiful expressions of 
the divine did our ancestors trample on as they wrenched land and resources out of the 
hands of those already stewarding them? In the midst of multiple stories, where might 
God’s truth be woven? Where is God calling us now? Who is God inviting us to become? 
What current and future pain does our God earnestly hope we avoid causing one another? 
Or do we think we have fully arrived? 
 
No. For we sing, Jesus has arisen and we shall arise! 
 
When siblings cry out in voices loud enough to finally be heard after years of being si-
lenced, we are called to rise to the occasion of listening, wondering, celebrating their gifts, 
and hoping for a renewed future together. This month, God is nudging us to do that 
through a book study. God is nudging us to grow a new appreciation for a beautiful part of 
God’s holy creation. I look forward to growing in God’s nudging, together.  
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“WATER IS LIFE” BISHOP’S INITIATIVE THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you for your generosity throughout Lent and into this Easter season 
in support of this initiative!  Your donations either at Wednesday worship or 
during our Bowling event, helped us raise $1,126.00! This will be a helpful 
piece to the Northwest Synod of WI’s $40,000 goal to build 2 solar pow-
ered, deep drilled wells in Malawi!  
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ANNOUNCING: FALCON LINKS FOOD DRIVE 
 

Did you know that UWRF now has their very own social worker on campus to as-
sist over 30 students who are system impacted? 
This means they may have been in foster care, relative care, or orphaned; have in-
carcerated parents, experienced mental health hospitalization, or some other type 
of system impact. UWRF Falcon Links aims to provide guidance, support, and re-
sources to these students so they can get their basic needs met and be successful 
college students. Many of the Falcon Links students are first generation college 
students. They often fall below the poverty line, lack a support system, and cannot 
get their basic needs met. Falcon Links helps to get students resources such as 
housing over school breaks, employment, food, hygiene items, access and naviga-
tion of healthcare, mental health resources, dental care, eye care, and other re-
sources! If students can’t get their basic needs met, it becomes nearly impossible 
to be a successful student. Falcon Links helps make both happen. Make sure to 
click on the link above to see the full scope of what Falcon Links does!  
 
A few weeks ago, many of you came forward with generous gifts for a little boy, 
Breccan Olson, who was in the hospital with a severe GI infection that led to dialy-
sis. His mother, Alyssa, just happens to be the Falcon Links social worker! When 
she was thinking of community partners, the personal generosity she experienced 
through HOPE caused her to reach out on behalf of her students! I have no doubt 
we will be just as eager to support these students!  
 
So, during the month of April the HOPE Mission Team invites you to bring in 
the following items: 

 Ready to microwave meals 
 Granola bars 
 Mac and cheese/pasta/sauce 
 Soups 
 Fruit cups 
 Ready to microwave rice/rice meals 
 Snacks 
 Peanut butter 
 Anything high protein 
 Shelf stable milk 
 Shelf stable chicken and tuna 
 Spaghettios 
 Poptarts 
 Pedialyte/Gatorade 
 Students are also able to accept gift cards that are $25 in value without 

having it impact their financial aid. 
 

The final day for our collection will be SUNDAY, APRIL 28TH! 

https://www.uwrf.edu/Falcon-Links/
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HOPE SERVICE PROJECT NIGHT! 

All HOPE members & friends are invited to join us on Wednesday, April 
17th from 6-7PM as we prep for our prayer flag project! Bishop Laurie 
Skow Anderson will be with us for the fun. Helpers will sort and cut fab-
ric, help our sewers make a loop, and organize supplies for Saturday. It 
promises to be a fun night of service together!  
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Spring Session begins April 10th! 
Join us as we explore: 

“Faith in Daily Life” 
All K-10th+* grade youth are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings from 6-7PM 
for fellowship, family friendly worship & service, learning, and growing in relation-
ship to Jesus and one another!  
This spring we are focusing on “Faith in Daily Life” and we’ll be learning about and 
experiencing different dimensions of our discipleship: 
April 10: Exploring different ways to pray 
 

 April 17: Faith in Service with HOPE’s Green Team to prep for EarthFest with 
guest BISHOP LAURIE SKOW-ANDERSON 

 

 April 24: Exploring Our Faith through ART (with special leader Karen Rodewald) 
 

 May 1: Holy Communion Milestone Night 1: exploring how Holy Communion 
nourishes us to live out our faith (night 1 of 2) 

 

 May 8: Holy Communion Milestone Night 2 & END OF YEAR WRAP UP!  
 
If you have not already done so, you can register for the Winter session here:  

2023-2024 Wednesdays of HOPE Registration  
 

Teachers and Snack Hosts are needed to make each night of Wednesdays of 
HOPE a safe, engaging, and welcoming time for all! Please consider sharing 
your time and gifts to help! Sign-up at the links above or contact Pastor Annie!  
 

https://forms.gle/msFKCCA8x7VAz9o4A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YLBWDsBwIgB_-02hJGy9JcR4v_50FdeVpf5VIBrjCYs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z3xiw1wipYAd2drpBOG6AHHG_79Y8Vg4W74E74zc-80/edit?usp=sharing
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The St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build Week  
 

YOU CAN SIGN UP FOR A BUILD DAY HERE 
 

Workdays are  from 9-3:30, with half shifts available 
Volunteers must be at least 16 years old, 

 Volunteers under 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. 
This year’s build is a bit different – rather than a new, ground-up build, we will 
be rehabbing a town home in Somerset! We’re very excited to be expanding 
the scope of our projects in this way, as a shorter construction period will allow 
us to take on more builds and serve more families! Spring schedules can be 
busy, so talk with your HOPE friends about a day/time that works best for you 
and sign-up! Women and men are welcome on these project days.  

https://app.donorview.com/P6vyG
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All are invited & needed to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing your time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

2024 ALTAR GUILD/COMMUNION SET-UP  
HELP STILL NEEDED!  

 

 We are still in need of people willing to prepare the Altar for Sunday 
morning worship each week. This opportunity allows you the opportunity 

for a monthly rotation. Please sign up here: 
COMMUNION SET-UP/ALTAR GUILD HELPERS  

For a description of how to fulfill this role check out the  
Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP HOST STILL NEEDED!  
 

We have been blessed with a pretty steady return of our Sunday fellow-
ship time, but we do have an opening this coming Sunday!  

You can SIGN UP HERE or contact Pastor Annie if you are able!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1stZdo2wVWxE5uYpDSA4mBTADE-RumGIMoW_Emp6mkEQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
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All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly small group 
conversation and Bible study!  
This is a great chance to grow in relationship with God and one 
another.  
We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!  

 

We have eggs again!   

$3.00 a dozen donation. 

You can find them in refrigerator. 

The donations will go to Youth Ministry events.  

Thanks for supporting our youth here at HOPE!!  
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April Baptisms

Margaret Anderson

Louis Bernard

Charles Eaton

Marc Guthrie

Hazel Ladnier

Sharon Paulson

Jack Stang

Maxwell VanOverbeke

Ben Wunrow

Amanda Ziebarth

Celebrating

Gary & Vicki Siebold 21-Apr 23 Years

Eric & Lisa Rydland 30-Apr 19 Years

Name Birthday

Will Bohnert 2-Apr

John Hamilton 2-Apr

Sawyer Filarsky 4-Apr

Michael Stang 5-Apr

Jean Loudon 11-Apr

Traci Wolfe 11-Apr

Cathy Wunrow 11-Apr

Faye Perkins 14-Apr

Lori  Leitch 29-Apr

April Birthdays
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Karen Hamilton 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Sharon & Kermit Paulson 

The Family of Barbara McIntosh  

Brooke Grant (niece of Margaret Anderson) 

Family of Mike Roy (Friend of Karen Rodewald) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

David Anderson (Karen Brohaugh’s brother) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

John Weller (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel) 

Hannah Forward 

Amanda Olson (daughter of Olive Olson) 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Teajai Schmidt (Relative of Boock family) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 


