
This Week at HOPE March 6, 2024 
Wandering Heart Wonderings… 

From Pastor Annie Ladnier 

This is a picture of the stained glass window in Christ Chapel on the campus of Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, 
where I graduated in 2015. The seminary is nestled on the top of a hill that just so happens to be the highest point in Columbia, 
SC. A lantern on a hill, so to speak (Matthew 5:14-16). I spent time in this stunning chapel nearly every day for the three years of 
my classroom instruction of seminary. I sang, prayed, cried, and laughed in this chapel. I communed at this altar and celebrated 
the baptisms of many of my classmates’ children. I preached my first real sermon in this chapel. Lucas and I were married in this 
chapel.  
For me, this chapel was undoubtedly, holy ground.  

Alumni found out last Friday that our beloved seminary will be closing the doors of this chapel, along with those of the 
library, classrooms, business offices, dormitories, and apartments. The seminary, which merged with Lenoir Rhyne University in 
2012, will move the entirety of its operations to Hickory, North Carolina next year. The changes in academia, the institutional 
church, and so much more, lead to this necessary, though heartbreaking decision. We had hoped that the merger would be 
enough to preserve the seminary on the place it has stood for nearly 200 years. But God is up to a new thing. 

I didn’t know I could have such strong feelings for a place that I haven’t even been to in 8.5 years. I’m not known for 
being an overly emotional person., but this has stirred up a deep sadness for me. In my learning about indigenous theology I’ve 
learned that for indigenous people, so much of their very identity is deeply rooted in and among their land. Their rituals can only 
take place on their land, because without it, it is not the same ritual. As I heard the news about LTSS, I understood this thinking 
anew. So much of who I am today, as a woman, a pastor, a wife, a mother, a friend, my whole identity was so profoundly shaped 
by my time in this place. And we know that no place does all that if not for the people and experiences of that place.  

Certainly my pastoral formation was so much more than my time in this chapel or any of LTSS’s buildings, but for 3-4 
beautiful years I was so richly blessed by the other saints that God whisked into my orbit and the experiences we had together 
during our small time on that precious hill. And like Peter, I was able to confess with my whole being just who Jesus is, while I 
grew in this place. It was a place and time of such closeness to God. Even if it was just a place. 
Last Sunday our opening hymn was “Built on the Rock” and as we sang together, I found myself getting weepy. The Holy Spirit 

has a knack for giving us the words and the community we need to sing them with at just the right time. There, from the front 

pew of our simple but beautiful sanctuary I found myself in an altogether new place, with people I didn’t even know  

existed the day I graduated seminary, people who have their own stories of their mountaintop places, their moments of 
clarity, and holy ground. People who God has whisked together in just such a time as this for the ministry we are called to do 
together, and as I heard you sing the promises of this hymn with me, I felt so reassured. For my heart was wandering all over the 
place, but you, people of HOPE, helped me find my center once again as we sang these words: 
 

Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 

 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 

 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 

 
Christ builds a house of living stones: 

 we are his own habitation; 
 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 

 granting us life and salvation. 
 Where two or three will seek his face, 
 he in their midst will show his grace, 

 blessings upon them bestowing. 
 

Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 

 many may come to hear your Word, 
 who here this promise is bringing: 

 "I know my own, my own know me; 
 you, not the world, my face shall see; 

 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 
Thank you. 

May your wandering heart be blessed, beloved. 



 

About this Series: 

This Lent, we are focusing on the life and faith of one of Jesus’ most famous dis-
ciples. In Peter, we see a person who is both steadfast and unsteady, a dear friend and 
a betrayer, a follower and a wanderer. In Peter, we often see ourselves. By following 
Peter’s journey, we watch the story of Jesus unfold through the eyes of a very normal 
human trying to figure it all out—just like us.  

In becoming familiar with Peter’s story, many themes resonated with the hymn, 
“Come Thou Fount.” It’s as if Peter himself wrote this song. And so, for each step in Pe-
ter’s journey, we will be guided by a phrase from this hymn. As we follow Peter’s story, 
we will sing our way through Lent, binding our wandering hearts to God.  

Through this series, we affirm that faith is a constant journey of steadfast pursuit, 
one that ebbs and flows. We affirm that wandering is exploration, not necessarily dis-
tance from God. We affirm the ways Peter keeps going: he drops his nets, he walks on 
water, he runs to the empty tomb, he swims to the shore to meet the risen Christ. He 
keeps searching and yearning and loving, even after missteps or mistakes. Ultimately, 
in Peter’s story, we are reminded that God loves imperfect people—in fact, time and 
again, that’s precisely who God claims and calls.  

This Lent, we will look for ourselves in the stepping stones of Peter’s story. We 
will reflect on the stages of our own faith journeys as well as who and what has shaped 
us along the way. As we wander, let us tune our hearts to sing God’s grace. May we 
rest in streams of mercy, never ceasing. 

 

Additional Resources to Expand Your Wandering Heart Journey: 
 
1. Devote: Our friends at A Sanctified Art have provided a special e-reader version of 

this year’s Wandering Heart Lenten devotional, which you can access on your com-
puter and mobile devices: In order to protect their work, please refrain from 
sharing this link or posting it on social media. 

2. Listen: Wandering Faith: Figuring out Faith with Peter SPOTIFY PLAYLIST 
3. Read: 

a. Read Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, 
Way, and Presence, by Diana Butler Bass. (Harper Collins, 2021). 

b. Faith After Doubt: Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working and What To Do About 
It, by Brian D. McLaren. (New York: St. Martin’s Publishing Group, 2021). 

4. Watch: American Symphony, a Netflix Documentary. Directed and produced by Mat-

thew Heineman, starring Jon Batiste. Netflix. Released November 29, 2023. net-

flix.com/title/81728930/ There are several ways this film resonates with this series, 

as Batiste shows us a steadfast, heart-forward faith in the midst of a wandering jour-

ney. 
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https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1072485778/
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/1072485778/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/52W0wpdsHncQFYPLFZlnHg?si=6249d271829c4573
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LENTEN EVENING MEAL HOST SIGN-UP 

Ministry Teams or Individuals are invited to host 

 one of our Lenten midweek meals! (click on the link above) 

ONLY 1 WEEK REMAINS: MARCH 20!  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b80uFZ3qva8prky-0iOWc_XTFzIaL4EHNpuu1qHsHis/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b80uFZ3qva8prky-0iOWc_XTFzIaL4EHNpuu1qHsHis/edit?usp=sharing
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“WATER IS LIFE” BISHOP’S INITIATIVE  

This year we are partnering with the Northwest Synod of WI’s Bishop’s Initia-
tive, “Water Is Life” to help raise a collective $40,000 to build 2 solar pow-
ered, deep drilled wells in our companion synod of Malawi! You have an op-
portunity to give every Wednesday or at the Bowling for Water event on 
March 10th! 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Water_is_Life_Infographic.png
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Water_is_Life_Infographic.png
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HOPE’s Easter Garden 
 

HOPE is planning to display an Easter Garden around the alter on East-
er morning.  If you would like to donate plants or flowers to the Garden, 

please drop yours off on the church kitchen island anytime from Palm 
Sunday (March 24th) to Easter Saturday (March 30th) at 9:00 am.  We 
will be building our Garden at 9:00 am Saturday morning.  Olive will 

check all plants and flowers that may need watering while she’s in the of-
fice (through Wednesday).  There will also be a sign-in sheet on the 
kitchen island. 
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The St. Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build Week  
 

YOU CAN SIGN UP FOR A BUILD DAY HERE 
 

Workdays are  from 9-3:30, with half shifts available 
Volunteers must be at least 16 years old, 

 Volunteers under 18 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. 
This year’s build is a bit different – rather than a new, ground-up build, we will 
be rehabbing a town home in Somerset! We’re very excited to be expanding 
the scope of our projects in this way, as a shorter construction period will allow 
us to take on more builds and serve more families! Spring schedules can be 
busy, so talk with your HOPE friends about a day/time that works best for you 
and sign-up! Women and men are welcome on these project days.  

https://app.donorview.com/P6vyG
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ALL WOH YOUTH & FAMILIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND OUR 
MIDWEEK LENTEN MEALS & WORSHIP 

 5:45- Meal 
6:30- Worship 

 

Spring Session begins April 10th! 
 

All K-10th+* grade youth are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings from 6-
7PM for fellowship, family friendly worship & service, learning, and growing in 
relationship to Jesus and one another! Our evenings begin with a brief family 
style worship, where children & adults help with leadership and a true sense of 
community is fostered. Youth are then divided into elementary (Faith Adven-
tures) and middle/high (Confirmation) classes for deeper engagement with the 
evening’s themes.  

 

If you have not already done so, you can register for the  
Winter session here:  

2023-2024 Wednesdays of HOPE Registration  
 

Teachers and Snack Hosts are needed to make each night of Wednesdays of HOPE a 
safe, engaging, and welcoming time for all! Please consider sharing your time and 
gifts to help! Sign-up at the links above or contact Pastor Annie!  

https://forms.gle/msFKCCA8x7VAz9o4A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YLBWDsBwIgB_-02hJGy9JcR4v_50FdeVpf5VIBrjCYs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z3xiw1wipYAd2drpBOG6AHHG_79Y8Vg4W74E74zc-80/edit?usp=sharing
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April 13, 2024 8AM-5PM 
$50 by MARCH 31 

 
All 5th through 8th graders throughout the NW Synod of WI are invited to join us 
for an incredible day of music, awesome guest speakers, workshops, group activi-
ties, and service projects as we explore what it looks like to trust in God, to have 
courage, to encourage one another, and be reminded that Jesus is with us al-
ways! Registration fee includes an event t-shirt, breakfast treats & lunch. We hope 
to see you there!! 
 
HOPE youth and friends who would like to attend need to let Pastor Annie know 
and turn in your $50 payment NO LATER THAN March 31, 2024. Please know 
that cost barriers will never exclude anyone from participating! Speak with 
Pastor Annie about scholarships. 
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All are invited & needed to participate in the leading of worship!  
Please prayerfully consider sharing your time and talents! 

SIGN UP HERE 
 

Want to help but not sure what the job entails? 
Learn more in our Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

2024 ALTAR GUILD/COMMUNION SET-UP  
HELP STILL NEEDED!  

 

 We are still in need of people willing to prepare the Altar for Sunday 
morning worship each week. This opportunity allows you the opportunity 

for a monthly rotation. Please sign up here: 
COMMUNION SET-UP/ALTAR GUILD HELPERS  

For a description of how to fulfill this role check out the  
Worship Volunteer Guide 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP HOST STILL NEEDED!  
 

We have been blessed with a pretty steady return of our Sunday fellow-
ship time, but we do have an opening this coming Sunday!  

You can SIGN UP HERE or contact Pastor Annie if you are able!  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1stZdo2wVWxE5uYpDSA4mBTADE-RumGIMoW_Emp6mkEQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.hopelutheranrf.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Worship-Volunteer-Guide-11-01-23.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
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All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly small group 
conversation and Bible study!  
This is a great chance to grow in relationship with God and one 
another.  
We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!  

 

We have eggs again!   

$3.00 a dozen donation. 

You can find them in refrigerator. 

The donations will go to Youth Ministry events.  

Thanks for supporting our youth here at HOPE!!  



This Week at HOPE March 6, 2024 



This Week at HOPE March 6, 2024 



This Week at HOPE March 6, 2024 

Celebrating

Mark and Sarah Bondhus 15-Mar 44 Years

March Baptisms

Darcy Boock

Samatha Brill

Luke Flirasky

Sara Filarsky

Lexy Getschel

Hannah Hoglo

Richard Jackson

Debra James

Mallory James

Keri Jiskra

Connie Juaire

Katherine (Klacan) Schilling

Morgan Leitch

Gwen Paulson

Kyle Rudesill

Susie Rudesill

Name Birth Date

Maxwell VanOverbeke 02-Mar

Carl Warren 03-Mar

Madison Ziebarth 03-Mar

Grant Klacan 03-Mar

Jan Wegleitner 03-Mar

Addyson Wolfe 09-Mar

Sharon Paulson 10-Mar

Carly Wunrow 17-Mar

Karen Ottney-Kaste 22-Mar

Joseph Kurten 22-Mar

Margaret Anderson 23-Mar

David Peters 23-Mar

Andrea Boock 31-Mar

Leonard Juaire 31-Mar

Roger Tweiten 31-Mar

Ben Wunrow 31-Mar

March Birthdays
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Breccan Olson and family 

Patricia Miller (Sister of Carl Warren) 

Rhiannon Bondhus (Niece of Bondhus family) 

Sharon & Kermit Paulson 

Family of Diane Rohl 

Barbara McIntosh (Mother of Joe McIntosh) 

Brooke Grant (niece of Margaret Anderson) 

Family of Mike Roy (Friend of Karen Rodewald) 

Lori Snyder (Friend of Nancy & David Peters) 

Family of Mary Babler 

David Anderson (Karen Brohaugh’s brother) 

Ed and Gwen Paulson 

Randy Dopkins (Family friend of Olive Olson) 

Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James) 

MaryJean Yde (Linda Yde’s mother-in-law) 

John Weller (Cousin of Karen Brohaugh) 

Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose) 

John and Lisa Davis (Friends of Dale & Jan Wegleitner) 

Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney) 

Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson) 

Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan) 

Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel) 

Hannah Forward 

Amanda Olson (daughter of Olive Olson) 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Teajai Schmidt (Relative of Boock family) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi) 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 


