This Week at HOPE January 3, 2024

How does a
weary world

rejoice’

This Sunday marks the end of our Advent & Christmas season and our exploration of
“‘How Does A Weary World Rejoice?” | pray it has offered you the gifts of hope,
peace, joy, love, and resiliency in the midst of a world so often drenched in weari-
ness.

As we gather this week we celebrate two important Feast Days of the Church Year!
January 6th is Epiphany and January 7th is Baptism of Our Lord. Throughout Advent
we have been engaged in Luke’s narrative. On these days we typically explore Mat-
thew and Mark’s versions of the story. Luke omits the magi’s visit and revelation of
just who Jesus is, which Matthew so infamously recounts in his second chapter. Mark
omits the entire birth narrative and jumps right into the heart of Jesus’ ministry with
the proclamation of John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism. In order to bring our Advent
and Christmas seasons to their culmination, we will hear Luke’s account of Jesus’
baptism this week. The One whom Mary sang about, is here! The one to cast the
mighty down from their thrones and uplift the humble of heart now emerges from the
baptismal waters and God calls him beloved.

In Jesus' birth, death, and resurrection, you also have been adopted into that belov-
edness. No matter what, God looks at you, and calls you beloved, too.

How do we, like the magi, live our lives in a way that reveals that kind of beloved-
ness?

How do we reveal God’s very presence in a weary world?

How might we shine the love and light of Christ into our weary world?

As Advent and Christmas come to a close, a new season begins: Epiphany! Epipha-
ny signifies the beginning of Jesus Christ’s work of manifesting God. It testifies to the
whole purpose of the incarnation, which is the manifestation of God in Jesus Christ
beginning not just with his birth but especially with his baptism! (In fact, Christmas is
a newer festival day, not appearing until about 336 CE). The mighty signs and teach-
ings we discover in the Gospels tell the story of Jesus accomplishing this manifesta-
tion, which ultimately culminates in the final events in Jerusalem leading to his death
and resurrection. We mark this particular season of time between Christmas and Lent
by exploring this manifestation known as Epiphany.

May these next six weeks provide you a multitude of opportunities to experience
Christ manifest in and through your life!

Pastor Annie Ladnier
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Baptism of the Lord | How does a weary world rejoice?
We trust our belovedness

The Bravest Thing We Can Do

Trust your belovedness.

Let it be a protest,

an act of resistance,

a song of celebration.

Trust your belovedness in a world

that is rarely satisfied.

Wear it like a badge of honor.

Speak it as confidently as your last name.
Tattoo it to your heart.

When outside forces

chip away at your sense of self,

when life asks you

to hand over the keys,

remember the water.

Remember creation.

Remember how it was good,

so very good.

Let that truth hum through your veins.
Sing it so loud

that it drowns out the weariness of the world,
for the bravest thing we can ever do

is trust that we belong here.

Poetry by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
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2023 HOPE Advent Mission Project:

ONE MORE DAY!!!

HOPE’s Mission Ministry will continue to collect pillows and pillowcases
(as many as possible) for Grace Place through January 4, 2024. Like-
wise, items for the Person Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief will be col-
lected through January 4.

Our goal is to prepare 24 kits for the 24 days of Advent! Please refer to
the Google Drive document that shows what items have been donat-
ed thus far and what are still needed. After church on January 7, you
will all have the opportunity to help put these kits together for people in
need throughout the world!

To put together an entire kit on your own or with your family, CLICK HERE
Thank you for your support in these projects.

Thanks,

HOPE Mission Ministry Team

$

save
the 5
pate’

SAVE THE DATE:
2024 ANNUAL MEETING & CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY

Mark your calendars for Sunday, January 21, 2024 after worship!
All are invited to bring a dish for a Potluck Meal as we celebrate another fan-
tastic year of doing God’s work here at HOPE!


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NDLAhaoOx2tEizesPUWPu6vmdqJaiR5_rIhxaBDnFEs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NDLAhaoOx2tEizesPUWPu6vmdqJaiR5_rIhxaBDnFEs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NDLAhaoOx2tEizesPUWPu6vmdqJaiR5_rIhxaBDnFEs/edit?usp=sharing
https://lwr.org/kits/personal-care-kits/instructions
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How You ' ‘Can Serve

All are needed to participate in the leading of worship!

Ushers, Communion Prep & Assistants, Readers, Prayer Leaders, Fel-
lowship Hosts, Special Music, Altar Flowers, & Worship Assistants all
add to the beauty of our worship together!

YOU CAN SIGN UP HERE FOR ANY UPCOMING SUNDAY!

SPECIAL 2024 HELPERS NEEDED!

There are two worship volunteer roles that work on a monthly schedule.

Volunteers for these roles are encouraged to sign-up for an entire month at a
time:

COMMUNION BREAD BAKER SIGN-UP

COMMUNION SET-UP/ALTAR GUILD SIGN-UP



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c7VcM45YBNJNgNRVSYJJyVCOSBZ-E3G4gB9NVK7468c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1stZdo2wVWxE5uYpDSA4mBTADE-RumGIMoW_Emp6mkEQ/edit?usp=sharing
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ALL CONGREGATION MEMBERS & FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO BE
Snack Hosts
FOR OUR WINTER SESSION OF WOH!

This is a great way to connect with our younger families here at HOPE!
Snack hosts need to provide a simple snack and drink for about 20 participants
Consider teaming up with a friend and checking out our Wednesday evenings!
Help make Wednesdays of HOPE a safe, engaging, and welcoming time for all!

SINEQ NIEHLL

b-7P

An Evening of Fun for ALL!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z3xiw1wipYAd2drpBOG6AHHG_79Y8Vg4W74E74zc-80/edit?usp=sharing
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

WINTER SESSION BEGINS JANUARY 10TH 2024!
ALL ARE WELCOME

All K-10th+* grade youth are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings from 6-7PM
for fellowship, family friendly worship & service, learning, and growing in relationship
to Jesus and one another! Our evenings begin with a brief family style worship,
where children & adults help with leadership and a true sense of community is fos-
tered. Youth are then divided into elementary (Faith Adventures) and middle/high
(Confirmation) classes for deeper engagement with the evening’s themes.

If you have not already done so, you can register for the Winter session here:

2023-2024 Wednesdays of HOPE Regqistration

Teachers and Snack Hosts are needed to make each night of
Wednesdays of HOPE a safe, engaging, and welcoming time for all!
Please consider sharing your time and gifts to help! Sign-up at the links
above or contact Pastor Annie!



https://forms.gle/msFKCCA8x7VAz9o4A
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YLBWDsBwIgB_-02hJGy9JcR4v_50FdeVpf5VIBrjCYs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z3xiw1wipYAd2drpBOG6AHHG_79Y8Vg4W74E74zc-80/edit?usp=sharing
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Teachers and Snack Hosts

ARE NEEDED for the Winter and Spring Sessions!
Help make Wednesdays of HOPE
a safe, engaging, and welcoming time for all!

Please consider sharing your time and gifts to help!
Sign-up at the links above or
contact Pastor Annie for more information:


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YLBWDsBwIgB_-02hJGy9JcR4v_50FdeVpf5VIBrjCYs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z3xiw1wipYAd2drpBOG6AHHG_79Y8Vg4W74E74zc-80/edit?usp=sharing
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Phitipptans 2 Do mothing from selfivh ambition
or empty conceil, bul in humility regard others as
hetter than vowrsedves.  Ler each of vou look not
Po porer o irterests bur to the imterests of
others. Let the same mind be in you that wes in
Cirisr Jesns, wiho, r.imug.k e existed in the _fﬂrm
af God . empried himself ke humbled kinself
and becamie abedient & the point of death— even
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, death o @ cross.

A Simpler, Humbler, and Bolder Chu reh'

It is time for vour congregation’s annual meeting? This 15 a great
opportunity o reflect on the past vear of faithful ministry. Now is the tme to ask the BIG questions! How
were we faithful in in ministry? How were we faithful in participating in God's simple mission to love
our neighbor? Now is the time to celebrate how God's Spirit has inspired your ministry! Give thanks to
God and celebrate for the good that vour congregation has accomplished!

Mow 15 also the time to el the truth about your ministry. How has your congregation fallen short and not
been faithful to God’s will? Lacked energy, a sense of purpose or mission? Mow 15 the ume to humbly tell
the truth if your congregation has lost its focus or has litle energy for God's work.

We all need to take an honest look in the rear view mirror of the last vear and ask how have we been
faithful and how have we failed o be faithful to our baptismal promises. Then we can boldly move inte
the New Year 2024 asking how we can with Gods help do better.

The Church of England took a long look into the rear view mirror and with much prayer has discerned
that moving forward they will stnive to be a Simpler, Humbler and Bolder Church in the future. The
Church of England described their vision for the future in this way:

Simpler, humbler, bolder are virtues we believe God is calling from us af this point in our fistory.
They run through the vision and shape off we do and ol that we are.
o Simpler because we are not as big a church as we wsed to be
*  Humbler because we are facing our faifures, and this @5 nol easy.
*  Bolder because the love of Christ compels us. We have a gospel to proclaim, and we live
arnd minister in a world of much pain and confision.

I believe these three virtues could also help us in the coming year. Tinvite your councils and leaders
to lean mnto these questions in 2024

1. Simpler: How can we simplify our structure so more time and energy :iﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁ:mﬂr i

can be spent on loving our neighbors and joining in God™s mission in 0Ur | e one of my pravers for all af
community? How can we focus on what is really important and let go of | vow, praving with joy for yowr
the trivial or unnecessary? partnersiip in the gospel from the

2. Humbler: What isa’t working? How have we fallen short? We can't do f}:;fﬁ;’:':iﬂ:‘wiﬁ m‘i‘:’
everything we use to do so what ONE thing can we do for Jesus? How m;wi in you will continue to
can we work with other churches, denominations in our commumity? complere™ i until the day of

3. Boelder: How can your congregation be braver and bolder in sharing the Jesas Christ. Prifippians 1:3-6
good news about Jesus in a hurting world? In prophetic witness (o justice
issues in our world? In working for right relationships with our neighbors and all of creation?

Friends, Lam truly grateful for vour partnership in the gospel and all the ways vou are faithful in mimstry.
Tivite you to move jovfully, simply, humbly and boldly into God's futire in 2024,
Bishop Laune Skow-Anderson

* Jesus Christ Centred and Shaped | The Church of England (accessed December 22, 2023)
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FROM THE GREEN TEAM...

AND THANK YOU FOR HELPING US CONTINUE TO GROW

“GREENER"AS A CONGREGATION - YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS
WILL ENABLE US TO GROW FROM PURCHASING 31
RENEWABLE ENERGY BLOCKS IN 2023 TO 34 REB IN 2024.
+ A WONDERFUL START TO THE NEW YEAR! *
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NOW ON
MONDAYS

10:00AM EVERY MONDAY
ON ZOOM

All are invited to join Pastor Annie for this weekly small group
conversation and Bible study!

This is a great chance to grow in relationship with God and one
another.

We meet via Zoom so all can join from wherever you are!
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Hallie Neuhaus
Jill Fritz

Hannah Hoglo
Teegan Johnson

Katherine (Klacan) Schilling

Camryn Glaubitz
Mary Thompson
Jan Malaney
Connie Juaire
Samantha Birill
Sydney Wolfe
Lexy Getschel
Mason Shea
Sean James
Makayla Ziebarth
Amanda Ziebarth
Jeremy Wolfe

LUTHERAN®
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Mark Bondhus
Wendy Tokheim
Lisa Ryland
Karen Rodewald
Susan Schuettpelz
Bruce Schuettpelz
Greta Wunrow
Jason Neuhaus

1-Jan
3-Jan
3-Jan
6-Jan
11-Jan
11-Jan
13-Jan
15-Jan
16-Jan
18-Jan
19-Jan
21-Jan
21-Jan
22-Jan
23-Jan
28-Jan
31-Jan
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dPrayer Requests

Please lift up the following people in prayer
David Anderson (Karen Brohaugh'’s brother)
Faye Perkins and family
Eden Annoye (Relative of Debra James)
John Weller (Karen Brohaugh'’s cousin)
Ken Jones Family (Martie Guthrie ‘s father)
Dave and Deb Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose)
Phyllis and Tom Haugen (Family of Ellen Roose)
John and Lisa Davis (Friends of Dale & Jan Wegleitner)
Fatma Aljarrah (Friend of Faye Perkins)
Lorraine Brask Family ( Mother of Karen Kaste)
Beth Lindgren Family (Dan Malaney)
Betty Lou Oppegard and Family
Michael Jacobson (Brother of Linda Jacobson)
Barb Carmichael (Friend of Nancy Sailer)
Dennis & Sandy Schultz (Friends of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Nancy Miller (Friend of Paula & Phil Klacan)
Family of Marc DuPaul (Nephew of Naomi Brandt)
Linda Shurden (Friend of Nancy Sailer)
Charli and Sam King (Friends of Faye Perkins)
Joyce Kendall (Mother of Cara Getschel)
Judy Branson (Relative of the Boocks)
Hannah Forward
Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter)
Jerry Gibson (Diane Clark and Karen Rodewald’s father)
Ella Conover ( Niece of Phil & Paula Klacan)
Mary Babler (Friend the Dan Malaney)
Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock)
Naomi Brandt and family
David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)
Nicholas Simpson (Boock family friend)
Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend)
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie)
Lee Hill (friend of Naomi Brandt)
Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson



