This Week at HOPE April 19, 2023
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Lutherans
Restoring Creation

Cultivating Hope & Healing for All

In honor of Earth Day (Saturday, April 22), | wanted to highlight a lesser-known
movement in the ELCA, Lutherans Restoring Creation (LRC).

As their website states, “Lutherans Restoring Creation is a grassroots movement
promoting care for creation in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. We
accomplish this by cultivating a community of dedicated stewards of earth and
neighbor who proclaim God’s promise of hope and healing for all.” The move-
ment grew out of a long history of Lutheran concern for the environment, going
as far back as 1993 in the ELCA with the Social Statement “Caring for Creation:
Vision, Hope, and Justice.” The statement, which we studied last summer, ex-
plains the ELCA’s teachings on ecology and the environment, grounded in a bib-
lical vision of God's intention for the healing and wholeness of creation. You can
find that statement HERE.

LRC expands on the work of our predecessors to provide a variety of initiatives,
suggestions, resources, and networking opportunities to empower institutions of
the ELCA to move forward in our call to creation care. By lifting up our care of
creation, we just might discover a deeper relationship with the very One who
made that creation! LRC seeks to engage this work as a response to the grace
of God manifested throughout creation, in the person of Jesus, and in commun-
ion with the Holy Spirit — knowing that it is ultimately God’s creative and redemp-
tive love for creation that prompts us and sustains us in this work.

LRC provides a number of resources to help us explore our faith through a crea-
tion-care lens. One annual resource they provide is a Creation Care focused
worship service for Earth Day. You can find that full service HERE. We will be uti-
lizing a few elements of this service as we gather this Sunday, April 23rd. In addi-
tion, LRC provides a number of helpful personal devotional resources, tools for
growing in your own sustainability work, and more. Take a moment to visit the
website and see all the ways our siblings in Christ are uniting in care for creation.
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/

And join HOPE on Saturday, April 22 from 12-4 at our EARTH FEST table! This
is the 2nd year for Earth Fest in River Falls and it is gonna be a blast! We will be
handing out paper bag kites for families to decorate and fly (weather permitting)
to showcase the power of wind energy, to encourage outdoor play, and lift up our
prayers of HOPE for God’s creation in our community! We are taking a SPECIAL
GREEN & NOISY OFFERING THIS SUNDAY during worship to support the
work of Hope 4 Creation’s “Earth Fest” as well!

So this week, find a way to practice this dimension of our discipleship!
Blessings as you care for our creation,
Pastor Annie Ladnier


https://www.elca.org/en/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Statements/Caring-for-Creation
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzL-4Crgzo_SR5PI0QIHPWQ/videos
https://lutheransrestoringcreation.org/
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Noisy Offering Alert!

It's time to start rounding up those pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters!
This Sunday, April 23, we will have a GREEN AND NOISY offering to
support Hope For Creation and help offset some of the costs of Earth Fest.

Green with
HOPE \ From your Green Team

EARTH FEST!
Earth Fest - Saturday, APril 22,12-4 pm Glen Park (UWRF University Center Rain
location) - HOPE will be rcPrcscntcd at Earth Fest by the Green Team and other HOPE
folks. We will be gving away paper bag kite kits (1 per Family) to encourage cxploration
of earth Friendly, outdoor Family activities as part of a sustainable |tist9|e. Kites can be
assembled and flown at Earth Fest, and again at our June 25 “Celebrate HOPE” event.
Questions? See any member of the Green Team - Dan or Jan Ma[ancy, Sue
Scl'luettpelz, Lync]a Meyers, Bill Montgomery, or Pastor Annie.

* Have an interest in Promohng sustainable actions to care ;mc] Pr()tec_t our Earth? We'd

welcome you on our Green Team! See any GT member (llsted .'1[30\'6,\ to find out about

our next meeting,
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HOPE’s Community Garden

Interested in organic gardening? HOPE Garden has plots available
(10°x50’ or 10°x25’). Garden Rules are on the HOPE website main page

under announcements.
If interested or if you have questions, contact psrudesill@gmail.com by

April 26th. Gardens open May 1st.

\ Volunteers J

needed!

The Property Committee will be putting up Sheetrock in the storage ar-
ea of Winds of the Spirit on Saturday, April 29 starting at 9:00am.

Looking for volunteers!!
Email Doug at Rudesill@comcast.net



mailto:psrudesill@gmail.com
mailto:Rudesill@comcast.net
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Communion Bread Bakers Needed!
Do you like to bake?
Are you looking for an easy way to volunteer your gifts without having
to be “up front?”
Then become a communion bread baker!

3 months in 2023 still need bakers: August, September, & December

SHARE YOUR GIFTS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!

Did you know that you can volunteer to help with parts of worship
AT ANY TIME!!!
Use THIS GOOGLE DOC LINK to sign-up to assist with our in-person worship!
Or sign-up on the entryway table in person.

Greeters, readers, communion set-up & servers, acolytes, ushers,

NEW Art Display @ HOPE!

Paul Omen, “Drawn to the Word” artist
April 1- May 13, 2023
12 original watercolors
(original prints can be purchased)
Stay tuned for details about how YOU could win one!



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.drawn-to-the-word.com/drawn-word-story/
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Faith Adventures, & Confirmation Ministries

WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE STARTS BACK TONIGHT!!!
Join us on Wednesday evenings from 6-7PM
K-10th grade & friends welcome!
6-6:30: Cross Gen Worship (ALL are welcome)
6:30-7: age appropriate learning (k-5th Faith Adventures, 6th+ Confirmation)
This spring we will learn all about creeds and
wrap up our year with a hands-on service project night.
Hope to see you there!
SPRING SESSION: April 19- May 10, 2023

If you have not already registered for SESSION 3, please fill out the ONLINE
REGISTRATION FORM.
Friends are always welcome!
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https://forms.gle/ycW9P4MXd6eSPXsj6
https://forms.gle/ycW9P4MXd6eSPXsj6
https://forms.gle/ycW9P4MXd6eSPXsj6
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Our Neighbors' Place

Update from Our Neighbors' Place:

1) We are featured as a Target Circle giving partner this quarter (April, May,
June). Many people don't know this but when you shop with Target Circle,
you earn votes to vote for nonprofits. So you can vote for us - and whatever
percentage of the votes we get, we earn that percentage of the pool of money
Target has to donate to community resources in the area.

2) We are doing a Clothing Swap for Earth Fest (in partnership with Wiley's
Wardrobe). Bring 1-2 gently used adult clothing items to swap. 12-4pm on
Sat, April 22 at Glen Park Pavilion.

3) We are hosting a BOGO Thrift Store Tour in River Falls. 4 participating stores
are: The Closet (at Our Neighbors' Place); Second Chances; Treasures of
the Heart; Second Star. Coupons are available at all 4 stores and the BOGO
is good on clothing/apparel items. Sale goes through April 30th.

4) GiveBIG St Croix is a day of online giving (Tue, April 25th). Go
to www.givebigscv.org - and search for Our Neighbors' Place. The Give Big
website features local nonprofits and offers the public a way to support us as
we continue our work in the St Croix Valley. There are prize dollars available
for us to win - so every donation counts. Early giving is encouraged as well if
people can't visit the site on April 25.

5) Thu, May 11th will be Our Neighbors' Day at 122 West Johnson Street from
10am-7pm. Featuring an open house, tours, a freewill donation yard sale,
and a free meal from 4-6pm). We'll send a flier if the church can help us
spread the word. . . ..

| think that's it :) Please let me know if you have any questions. . . ..
Thanks for helping us spread the word!

Shelly


http://www.givebigscv.org/
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Mindful Pause Retreat

for Cancer Thrivers

SAT. MAY 6

ST. BRIDGET'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, RIVER FALLS, WI
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Schedule a day for spring renewal in body, mind, and spirit.
) Coach Cami will guide you on a path to personal growth this spring:
« gentle yoga
mindfulness practices
create your wellness vision
expressive art experience
group dialogue
self-reflection

p \\
[ O —
e

: SUIDED FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER:
@ RESILIENCE MKLAKE@COMCAST.NET

WWW.GUIDEDRESILIENCE.COM
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Our Neighbor’s Place asks you to skip this imaginary "Black Tie Affair"
Stay home & donate what you would spend on tickets, fancy clothes, and dinner
to the Our Neighbors' Place Backpack Program!

Your contribution can start feeding hungry children in River Falls immediately!
Please help us feed hungry children.

The backpack program meets the needs of children who may go hungry on weekends during
the school year. Weekly backpacks contain 7-9 pounds of non-perishable food and vouchers
for milk, meat, produce, bread and eggs.

Typically, we distribute to an average of 80 students per week - however for the 2022-23
school year, we have seen enroliment jump to 120 students per week.

The program is 100% operated by volunteers - it takes about 30 volunteers a month for the
program to run smoothly. In partnership with the River Falls Lions Club, we offer a summer
backpack program when school is not in session.

Please join us as we work to provide for our most vulnerable neighbors - our youth!
CLICK HERE TO DONATE DIRECTLY



https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_98ba0439-58ae-11ea-8134-0ab2f2f28c00&WidgetId=6906880
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Tri-Synod High School

JULY 24-27, 2023

Inspiring Guest Speakers + Strengthen Faith
Service Learning + Meeting New People
Challenging Conversation
Great Music + Worship

DETAILS
Open to youth who have completed 8th-12 grade at the time of the event
$300 per participant; ($50 due at the time of registration)
More Information found here: https://nwswi.org/journey

$50 DEPOSIT AND REQUIRED PAPERWORK
DEADLINE EXTENDED TO APRIL 30TH.



https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Permission_Medical_Authorization_Forms_-_Journey_2023.pdf
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SATURDAYI APRIL 22 "WHEN WE HEAL THE EARTH, WE HEAL OURSELVES.”

GLEN PARK, RIVER FALLS, Wi - DAVID ORR

JOIN US TO CELEBRATE OUR
PAST/CURRENT/FUTURE SUSTAINABILITY
EFFORTS & INSPIRE ONGOING CLIMATE ACTION

FREE EVENT! ALL ARE WELCOME!

MORE INFO & EARTH MONTH EVENTS:
* HOPE4CREATIONRF.ORG
* FACEBOOK.COM/EARTHFESTRF

MUSIC!

CHRIS SILVER*
CEDAR VALLEY BRASS - KICK-A-FOOT STRING BAND
UWRF WORLD MUSIC & PEP BAND - RFHS UNSTRUMENTAL
*OFFICIAL BLUEGRASS FEST VENUE*

CLOTHING \ g ACTIVITIES!

SWAP TREE PLANTING - ELECTRIC VEHICLES - KIDS ACTIVITIES
BRING 1:2 GENTLY BATTERY WELLNESS ACTIVITIES & MUCH MORE!
RECYCLING

PRESCRIPTION SUSTAINABILITY &
A WELLNESS FAIR!

PARKING/ 70+ EXHIBITS - ADVOCACY - PLEDGE BOOTH

s H U T T L E Limited parking ot Glen Pork .
FOOD!

l N F 0 Free shuttle tronsportotion from
With the flver &ans Eluborass Festival. FREE SAMPLES OF LOCAL & SUSTAINABLE OPTIONS

several RF locotions in colloborotion
Please consider biking/walking/corpoaling!

vorwosteosy: £ g RE GIVEAWAYS!
Rivex Faurs ATlON ﬁ'ﬁu—"
oz e FREE LED LIGHT BULBS!*
!{‘u; Gz il R e (&) FREE TREES! * :
g BEE® : ENTER TO WIN SUSTAINABLE/WELLNESS PRIZES!
@ ?'3':’::':0 = pCIJSVA {‘?.?w m "'.'n'fi?‘;ﬁ‘!! o A while supplies last

Earth Fest
April 22, 2023 | 12-4PM
Earth fest is a free community celebration of the
FEST past, present, and future sustainability efforts in
RIVER FALLS, Wi River Falls and the surrounding area. This

family-friendly event includes live music, fun,
family activities, food sampling, a sustainability
and wellness fair, free giveaways, and more.

Interested in sponsoring Earth Fest 20237 Email
sustainability @uwirf.edu
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A NEW GIVING OPPORTUNITY: THE HOPE MUSICIAN’S FUND

Do you LOVE the musical offerings here at HOPE?
Are you grateful for the gift of our fantastic Sunday pianists?
Would you love to see additional musical ensembles and guests join us?

Has music in worship been an important dimension of your spiritual life?

If you’'ve answered YES to any of these questions, you may want to live into
God’s call toward generosity by giving a gift to our NEW “HOPE Musician’s
Fund.”

HOPE now pays our Sunday musicians a fair wage for their work, rather
than expecting this on a volunteer basis. This expense emerged as a need
mid-budget year, and so this fund will help meet this financial need and
hopefully provide seed money to fund these positions in the 2023 budget
year. In addition, our hope is for this fund to be used in the future to bring in
special musical guests and ensembles in the months and years ahead!

Please prayerfully consider giving a special Christmas Seed Gift to this
important ministry
as you are able!
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BIRTHDAY

April Birthdays
Name Birthday
Will Bohnert 2-Apr
John Hamilton 2-Apr
Sawyer Filarsky 4-Apr
Michael Stang 5-Apr
Jean Loudon 11-Apr
Traci Wolfe 11-Apr
Cathy Wunrow 11-Apr
Faye Perkins 14-Apr
Lori Leitch 29-Apr

°
.

“eSHAPPY ¢
ANNIVERSARY
Brian & Crystal Roquette

Gary & Vicki Siebold
Eric & Lisa Rydland

02-Apr
21-Apr
30-Apr

April Baptisms %

Margaret Anderson
Louis Bernard
Charles Eaton
Hazel Ladnier

Sharon Paulson
Jack Stang
Maxwell VanOverbeke
Ben Wunrow
Amanda Ziebarth

Celebrating
21 Years
22 Years
18 Years
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Please lift up the following people in prayer

The Webb family (Family of Russ Keri Jiskra)
Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s daughter)

Nancy Sailer

Jerry Gibson (Diane Clark and Karen Rodewald’s father)
George & Mary Klacan (Phil’s Parents)

Ella Conover ( Niece of Phil & Paula Klacan)
Laura McDonald (Sister of Jean Loudon)

Mary Babler (Friend the Dan Malaney)

Beth Lindgren (Sister-in-law Dan Malaney)

Betty Lou Oppegard

Anna Peterson’s Family (Friend of Olive Olson)
Darwin & Margaret Bredahl (Karen Hamilton’s sister & brother in law)
Olive Olson & family

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock)

Dawne Green (Friend of Olive Olson)

Miriam Monroe (Bill Montgomery'’s sister)

Gary Blowers (Friend of Linda Jacobson)

Naomi Brandt and family

Milo Oppegard

Carin Perkins (Faye Perkins sister)

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)

Nicholas Simpson (Boock family friend)

Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin)

Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend)

Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie)
Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi Brandt)

Judy Karshbaum

Gary Siebold

David Hendrickson

Jon Boyce

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts)
Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks)
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First Sunday of the Month Special Collections

The River Falls School District has 112 children signed up for the Backpack Pro-
gram this year. This program falls under the auspices of Our Neighbors' Place and
is primarily funded by The Black Tie Affair held every April and donations. It does
not receive any help from the River Falls Food Pantry.

Therefore, the Mission Ministry through HOPE would like to start collecting dona-
tions for the Backpack Program on the first Sunday of each month alternating with
the Food Pantry.

The Magic Box works in the same manner as for the Food Pantry, whereas each
dollar magically will have $5 of purchasing power. The next opportunity will be No-
vember 6, when your generous donations will support the Backpack Program.

First Sunday of the Month Special Collections Schedule
2023

January 1 Backpack Program
February 5 Food Pantry
March 5 Backpack Program
April 2 Food Pantry
May 7 Backpack Program
June 4 Food Pantry
July 2 Backpack Program
August 6 Food Pantry
September 3 Backpack Program
October 1 Food Pantry
Nov 5 Backpack Program

December 3 Food Pantry



