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At some point in every Christianôs life, they discover a question. You know the kind. 
Not How are you? or What kind of toothpaste should I buy? 
 
But What really happens when we die? 
Or Why does this terrible stuff happen to people who do their best to follow God? 
Or How could God forgive me after what Iôve done? 
Or How do I know what God wants me to do next? 
You know. That kind of question. 
 
In my experience, people often feel isolated when they discover that type of ques-
tion, as if they are the only ones asking it. For whatever reason, questions like this 
often feel like obstacles to our faith. They may feel forbidden, out-of-bounds. In the 
Bible, we read about characters like Job and Nicodemus asking questions that 
sound like ours, only to hear what sounds like a very touchy response from God. 
 
But what if faith requires us to ask questions? What if questions are an essential 
part of our personal faith? What if we need questions to survive and grow as a 
community of faith? 
You want to go there, donôt you? You want to believe that dialogue with God, rela-
tionship with God, requires questions. Well, guess what? Youôre in good company! 
 
When we read scripture carefully, we discover questions everywhere. Hundreds of 
questions.  
Questions are created in the Garden of Eden. In the Gospel of John, the first thing 
Jesus says to someone after his resurrection is a question.  
 
Like people, these questions come in every type. Some are pesky. Some prefer to 
hide in the shadows and never be noticed. Some shout loudly, repeatedly, and beg 
for attention. Some walk with us to the grave. Similarly, like people, once you start 
engaging questions, you quickly discover how hard they are to understand. Ques-
tions are hard to pigeonhole. They defy stereotyping. And no matter how hard we 
like to think they can stand alone, they almost always require some kind of relation-
ship.  
 
Everyone has a question, even if they keep it in their back pocket or tightly trapped 
behind their teeth. Biblical people have plenty of questions, too. So what can we do 
with that? 
 
This Lenten season, we are engaging in ñAsk: A Lenten Series,ò where we will find 
something for every person whoôs ever had a question about their faith. Together 
we will discover that questions are far from obstacles to our faith. Questions are 
the fuel that provide spark, energy, and momentum for our relationship with God 
and with each other. What do you want to ask? 
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Black History Month began on February 1st! To celebrate, the African De-
scent Ministries of the ELCA is celebrating Black History Month with sea-
son two of Talks at the Desk, a video series that explores diverse expres-
sions of the church. This four-part series amplifies and celebrates Black 
voices across our church. 
A new video will premiere each Wednesday in February at 7:30 pm Central 
time. Join to hear youth, young adults, rostered leaders, elders and friends 
of our communities share their own sacred stories. 
 

When: 7:30 p.m. Central time, 
Wednesdays in February 

Where: Premiering on YouTube 
 

The ñTalks at the Deskò series continues to center the experiences of Black 
Lutherans. Episodes this season will explore community-driven environ-
mental justice work in Milwaukee, the storytelling of elders from the Con-
ference of International Black Lutherans, and historic learnings from the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 
For more information and accompanying discussion guides, visit 
ELCA.org/ADM. 

WATCH HERE 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNDmVwhz-M37ygNPH0Cj2upWlM8zypdo1
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February 22, 2023 
6:00PM: Soup Supper 

7:00 PM Worship with Ashes 

SOUPôS ON! 
Thereôs no better place for conversation and curiosity than around the din-
ner table! Thereôs something about breaking bread together that creates 
space safe for asking questions and growing closer. So this Lent we are 
reviving an old tradition of ñThe Lenten Soup Supper.ò 
We had a great response to our Ash Wednesday supper and we have ex-
tended the invitation to help serve and nourish one another each week of 
Lent!  

SIGN UP FOR SOUP SUPPERS HERE 

Wednesdays in Lent 
Soup Supper 6PM 

Evening Prayer Worship 6:30PM* 
*With the exception of Ash Wed worship at 7PM 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xg0DzH7E2iPfqKaT4MjpwMfFiybRZxluiSt1D3uc4Rk/edit?usp=sharing
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A Note from HOPE Mission Ministry 
 

Dear HOPE family, 
The HOPE Mission Ministry is seeking your help for our 2023 Lenten pro-
ject.  This yearôs theme is ñNeighbors.ò We are looking to expand our vision and 
understanding of who our neighbors are. In order to get to know our ñneighborsò 
we feel itôs important to ask, seek, and listen.  

Who is my neighbor? 
How can we be better neighbors? 
How do we build up our neighbors?  

Instead of collecting items as weôve done in the past, we plan to bring in speak-
ers to help us learn more about our neighbors as we engage in the mission of 
listening and learning.  

THIS IS WHERE YOU COME IN!   
You can help guide our conversations/discussions as we enter the Lenten sea-
son by helping us with your feedback: 
1. Who is a neighbor you are interested in learning more about? 
2. Who is a neighbor you feel is misunderstood 
3. Who is a neighbor you feel is underrepresented or not represented at all in 
our community? 

4. Who are we called to be a better neighbor to? 
5. Who are our neighbors? 
 
SIMPLY CLICK ON THIS LINK HERE to respond to the above questions! 
Thank you for your time!  

https://forms.gle/SNnKqb9opDnfR1kD9
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WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE IS BACK! 
WINTER SESSION: Jan. 18-Feb. 15 

If you have not already registered for SESSION 2, 
please fill out the ONLINE REGISTRATION FORM. 

Friends are always welcome! 

Inspiring Guest Speakers + Strengthen Faith 
Service Learning + Meeting New People 

Challenging Conversation 
Great Music + Worship 

 
DETAILS 

Open to youth who have completed 8th-12 grade at the time of the event 
$300 per participant; ($50 due at the time of registration) 
More Information found here: https://nwswi.org/journey 

 
$50 DEPOSIT AND REQUIRED PAPERWORK DUE BY APRIL 1, 2023. 

 

https://forms.gle/ycW9P4MXd6eSPXsj6
https://forms.gle/ycW9P4MXd6eSPXsj6
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Permission_Medical_Authorization_Forms_-_Journey_2023.pdf
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