
Eye of the Needle 
         “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own and give to the poor. .... 

         It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle  
         than for someone who is rich to enter the Realm of God.”  

                          —Mark 10.21,25 
First, take it literally.  
No prosperity gospel here. 
 
Jesus didn't mean unloading the camel  
to squeeze it through a gate. 
He meant getting a dromedary through a pinhole. 
Ain't gonna happen.  
Your riches hold you back.  All of them. 
 
Not just money. 
What you lack is lacking what you have.  
What is the thing you lack? 
What do you need to let go of? 
What do you rely on for happiness, 
security, worthiness? 
 
Lose those riches.  
They keep you from trusting the only thing 
that gives true joy, worthiness and security: 
the astonishingly steady love of God.  
 
Keep letting go. 
Keep coming back to grace.  
The camel will never get through the needle's eye. 
But you don't need to go there.   
Beloved, you're already here.  
__________________       
Steve Garnaas-Holmes   
Unfolding Light   
www.unfoldinglight.net 

 

http://www.unfoldinglight.net
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NEW MEMBER & CONFIRMATION SUNDAY,  

OCTOBER 17 

Join us for a full celebration on Sunday, October 17th as we celebrate 
the continuing work of the Spirit here at HOPE! Two high school stu-
dents, Sean James and Morgan Torntore, will celebrate their Affirmation 
of Baptism and we will officially welcome 3 new households to our 
HOPE family! We have bumped these celebrations up from their typical-
ly scheduled dates so Pastor Annie can participate before the baby ar-
rives!  
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INSTEAD OF BLOWING, BAGGING, & DUMPING...                                          

Rake your leaves into piles or layers several inches thick and find a 
place where you can leave them undisturbed for the winter, such as 
underneath trees, in a corner of your yard, or in your garden. This will 
provide necessary habitat for beneficial overwintering insects.  
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WEDNESDAYS @ HOPE! 
On Wednesday evenings we meet for worship & faith formation at 
HOPE! Our night begins at 6PM and goes until 7PM for K-5th graders 
(a.k.a. Faith Adventures) and until 7:30 for our 6-10th graders (a.k.a. 
Confirmation). Each Wednesday we meet for worship, learning, service 
projects, and activities! We are mindful of the Covid Delta variant and 
how it might impact our time together. Please note that masks are re-
quired for all indoor gatherings at this time in order to keep you 
safe!  

Our weekly schedule is:    
 6:00-6:30 Opening Worship and Theme Intro 
 6:30-7:00 Faith Adventures (pre-K-5th Grade children) 
 6:30-7:30 Confirmation Ministry (6th-9th grade, 10th graders included 

through October 13) 
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COLLEGE CARE PACKAGE ADDRESSES NEEDED! 
  

Congregational Life will once again be sending small surprises to our col-
lege students before their first semester finals! Please provide your/your 
college student’s address NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14 so 
we can send them in time!  
Simply email the church office at: hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com  
Thank you! 

mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE FOR ALL SAINTS  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7!  

 

The first Sunday of November is All Saints Sunday, a day we celebrate the 
victory won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as 
well, knowing that God honors our tears. We bring our grief to the table 
and find there a foretaste of the feast to come!  
During our worship together we will give special recognition to the names 
of all people we have lost since last All Saints Sunday. Names of ANYONE 
are welcome! This is also a great opportunity to invite a friend who has suf-
fered a loss this year. Can we include their beloved’s name and share in 
their grief and hope this year?  If you would like your beloved to be in-
cluded in that list of names, please send it to Olive in the church of-
fice (hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com) by Sunday, October 31.  

mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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We’d like the children to “Trick or Treat” at 
least 15 cars. Please join us if you would like to 
decorate your trunk and have treats available 
for the children.  
 

Contact Olive at the church office 
(hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com or 715-425-
9750)or sign up Sunday morning if you’d like to 
have some fun with the kids. 
 
We are seeking 1-2 people/a family willing to 
help set up our decorations that afternoon!  

SIGN-UP ONLINE TO HOST A TRUNK HERE 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-trunk1
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Farm Fresh Eggs! 

Help support our youth going to the National 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in July, 2022.  

Eggs are raised at Jeff & Karen Rodewald’s with 

a suggested donation of $3/dozen.  

They are located just inside the church with a 

donation jug sitting next to them. 100% of 

your donation will go to help defray expenses in 

sending our youth to this amazing event! 
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HOPE COVID POLICY 

Updated 10.05.21 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. (Philippians 2:3-4). 

 

On the advice of our local county health departments and the CDC, due to both St. Croix 
and Pierce counties being in “High Transmission” levels, our Worship and Exec ministry 
teams have currently updated our policy for indoor gatherings at HOPE due to increased 
infection numbers caused by the Delta variant of Covid-19.  

 

1. We are now requiring masks for all indoor gatherings/meetings, regardless of vac-
cination status. We hope this requirement will be for a limited time until infection 
numbers decrease and vaccination numbers increase. With the beginning of another 
school year, we are particularly concerned for the well being of our youngest members, 
those who cannot yet receive a vaccination. Masking will help prevent sharing viral 
loads with children as well as parents and caregivers of little ones. It will also better 
serve those among us who are immunocompromised. 

2. Masking is not required for our outdoor gatherings, but please continue to honor so-
cial distancing by family unit. 

3. Pastor Annie strongly encourages everyone who is eligible to do so, to receive a vac-
cine. 

a. Contact your family health provider for free vaccination for anyone 12+  OR 

b. In St. Croix County: Vaccination clinics are held every Wednesday from 1-3PM at 
the St. Croix County service center in New Richmond, for everyone 12 and up. 
More info HERE 

c. In Pierce County: Anyone 18+ who lives, works, or studies in WI is eligible. Ap-
pointments are at the Pierce County Public Health Department. You can sched-
ule a vaccination HERE 

4. Our current plan is to stay outside as long as weather permits. We are taking it on a 
week by week basis through October with a plan to move inside on or before Novem-
ber 7, 2021.* 

 

https://sccwi.gov/982/COVID-19-Vaccine
https://piercecountycovid19vaccine.as.me/schedule.php?owner=21608524&template=weekly&id%5B%5D=PHPSESSID=uhfnqm94ocok1vad695orj2g7e
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Darcy Livingston (Naomi & Jerry Brand’s Daughter) 

Vernie Hagestuen and family (Nancy Sailer’s Aunt & family) 

Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend) 
Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin) 

Jean Loudon and Family 
Mary Thompson and Family 
Tom Roycraft (Father of Emily Roycraft & Grant Klacan’s future father-in-law) 

Katie Drablos (cousin of Linda Jacobson) 

Steve Kaste 
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie) 

Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery) 

Kris Miner (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Barb Grubba (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Duane Hall (friend of the Brohaughs) 

Judy Karshbaum 
Gary Siebold 
Oak and Kirsten Reile (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  
Jim and Ila June Pratt 
Jerry Brandt 
Jon Boyce 
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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October Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Roger & Verna Tweiten 21-Oct 60

Jerry & Naomi Brandt 26-Oct 58

Ryan & Samatha Brill 24-Oct 12

October Baptisms

Keith Getschel

Sarah Bondhus

Nancy Peters

Carolyn Jackson

Paula Klacan

Erin Nelson

Madison Ziebarth

Danielle Tokheim

Lillian Brill

Deb Tokheim

October Birthdays Date
Carolyn Jackson 2-Oct

Nancy Sailer 3-Oct

Debra James 5-Oct

Connor Malaney 5-Oct

Lucy VanOverbeke 5-Oct

Karissa Bondus 7-Oct

Kevin James 10-Oct

Morgan Torntore 15-Oct

Kermit Paulson 16-Oct

Karen Brohaugh 18-Oct

Arol Thompson 20-Oct

Pastor Annie 20-Oct

Nathan Clark 22-Oct

Charles Pratt 28-Oct

Carrie Knudsen Hendrickson 29-Oct

Nick Johnson 30-Oct

Kristin Eaton 30-Oct
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Annual AAUW Book Sale 

The annual AAUW book sale is the last three weeks of October at 
the former Global Made at 126 N. Main 

⧫ Thursdays (10-7) 
⧫ Fridays (10-7)  
⧫ Saturdays (10-4)  
Bring donations to Family Fresh and Dick’s Market, in River Falls 
and Country Market, Hudson after September 1

st
. 

Drop off large quantities at the sale site on Wednesdays (4 to 6) 
and Saturdays (10 to 12 ) September 1st through October 9th .  

Proceeds will be used for scholarships.  
 

Thank you for your support.   
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HOPE SMALL GROUPS ARE ACTIVE ONCE AGAIN!  

 

Did you know that the word “liturgy” comes from Greek words that 
mean “public/lay” and “working.” Our act of worship is dependent on 
the sharing of gifts of our whole community! The Worship Ministry 
Team has reinstated our HOPE Small Groups to assist with worship 
volunteer leadership. Groups have been restructured and leaders will 
be in contact with you shortly! Small groups will be assigned the wor-
ship tasks for 1-3 months for the year on a rotation. Jobs to be filled 
by the small groups include: usher/greeter, communion prep, 
communion worship assistants, readers/prayer leader, acolyte 
(when indoor worship resumes), coffee fellowship hosts, and altar 
flowers. 

 

Group members can sign up for all positions using this link: THIS 
GOOGLE DOC  

In addition, we are hoping to expand our A/V tech team! If you are in-
terested in helping to continue our Sunday LIVESTREAM worship 
please contact Ryan Brill (Brillry@gmail.com).  

If you would like to serve as an Assisting Minister or share special mu-
sic please contact Pastor Annie directly 
(hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com).  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Brillry@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com

