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DWELLING IN THE RESURRECTION

After what feels like a year-long Lent, we have entered into the wonderful season of
Easter! | don’t know about you, but | really need Easter this year! | need all seven glori-
ous, daffodil and lily blooming weeks of new life! This week has been full of yet more
reminders of that need. Resurrection hope has something to speak to us here and
now!

Here, in a week where we see coronavirus infection numbers increasing, and the John-
son & Johnson vaccine put on pause, as our spirits long and ache to reunite together, |
find comfort in the stories of a risen Jesus joining the locked rooms of huddled disci-
ples, speaking “peace be with you.”

Here, in a week where the trial for one officer-involved killing of a black man is inter-
rupted by another officer-involved killing of a black man, | find hope in another man of
color being raised from the state sanctioned death he suffered and the cold, rock-hewn
tomb he was placed inside. | find assurance in the messenger’s proclamation, “you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.”
Jesus is not in the place where death resides. Jesus is alive and just as new life await-
ed him, so it awaits all of us!

Here, in a week where another high school has been tormented by the threat of active
shooters, a week that follows all too similar events in recent weeks, | find hope in
doubting Thomas. | find hope in this faithful one who just couldn’t believe that some-
thing so good as the risen Jesus could exist after experiencing such heartbreaking
trauma. | find genuine assurance in the swirl of mixed human emotions the disciples
had, “while in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering.” When we hear good
news these days- isn’t this dumbfounded reaction, our own? After so much hard news,
so much bad news, can it be that something good truly is waiting for us?

Beloved, yes. Yes it can. The new life that awaited Jesus, awaits us. It is promised to
us in our baptism. It is a sure bet. There exists a new Jerusalem where plagues and
pandemics do not reach in and steal the lives of those we love, and where children do
not have to grow accustomed to active shooter drills, and where parents do not have to
warn their children of color that a police stop is life threatening. There exists life where
all are fed, our differences are celebrated and honored, there is always room at the inn,
and the lion lays with the lamb. That is Resurrection Life and it is promised to us and
just as Jesus breathed on those disciples hovered in the locked room, he breathes His
Spirit into us and tells us, “as the Father has sent me, so | send you.” Jesus sends us
to proclaim this Good News. Jesus sends us to be witnesses to this promise. Jesus
sends us to bear the foretaste of the feast of Resurrection to come, here and now. Go!

To aid you in your Easter celebration and journey, here is a Spotify playlist from Sa-
cred Ordinary Days FULL of Easter music. | pray it serves as a blessing to you and
helps you to immerse yourself in the beautiful and rejuvenating promises of Easter.
Easter playlist HERE

In Resurrection Hope,
Pastor Annie


https://open.spotify.com/playlist/721qgkwmVLSzjxz4SsYvDU?si=ac0713aa1b684cf7
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RESUMING IN-PERSON WORSHIP
A wonderful and committed team of volunteers has been hard at work to
develop guidelines and procedures for resuming in-person worship and
events here at HOPE. In making these guidelines the following has been
taken into consideration:
¥ Based on our location and residency of our members we are looking at
both Pierce and St. Croix county data (not merely the % of HOPE mem-
bers)
Guidance from CDC, WI Council of Churches, and local county health
recommendations
Current caseload of infection (per 100K). We have decided we will NOT
gather until infection rates are lower than 25/100K (accelerated spread/
orange).
Current level of fully vaccinated population, particularly as it relates for
gathering INSIDE. We have set a goal of 30% fully vaccinated before
restricted indoor gathering.

We had initially hoped for an April 18th return to worship, however the in-
creasing infection numbers in St. Croix county has caused us to postpone
so that we can ensure everything is set in place to safely and properly
gather and record from Winds of the Spirit. Please look for more commu-
nication next Wednesday on our plan moving forward. Opportunities
are coming SOON! Thank you for your patience and flexibility in this
time.

4

[ DN N T N N T N N TR U N TR TN N N TN N N TN N N
Al 2021 NWSWI SYNOD ASSEMBLY THIS WEEK!

I\l Please hold the Northwest Synod of WI, our Synod staff, pastors, and lay N
E voting delegates in your prayers as we gather on Thursday, April 15 and

Saturday, April 17 for this year’s virtual Synod Assembly. A number of im-
Ll portant resolutions will be discussed and voted on. You can read more on
E these HERE.

N We give thanks for Gwen and Ed Paulson and Madison Ziebarth (youth
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http://nwswi.org/2021-synod-assembly

This Week at HOPE April 14, 2021
HODE LUTHEIZﬂn

Hp } ourneys Forwu.'d

CALLING ALL HELPING HANDS

Church Work Day

Volunteers Needed — Church Clean Up Day

We are looking for 10 volunteers for Spring cleaning at HOPE on
Saturday, April 17th at 9:00am.

We also need an additional group to spread bark.

Please email Susie Rudesill at psrudesill@gmail.com if you can
help.

Easter Garden Pick Up
If any of these beautiful flowers are yours, please pick
them up this week. I|'ve been watering them for you
so they have remained beautiful for your home.


mailto:psrudesill@gmail.com
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HOPE's Communication Ministry has been working on a new logo for
us. Shown below are the rough drafts we are leaning towards. The
differences are the ELCA depiction and the color scheme. Gray scale
is shown as well. If you have any comments please contact anyone on
the Communication Ministry team. If you need a specific contact,
please email Keith Getschel at keithgetschel@gmail.com
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mailto:keithgetschel@gmail.com
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St. Croix Valley

:YYT Habitat

for Humanity”®

Please let us know if you would like to sign up to join for this Summer’s Habitat
for Humanity project in New Richmond. We are looking for five more people in
June and July, and seven more in August (see dates below). You can sign up for
one, two, or all three Saturdays.

Construction experience not necessary! From their site, “Don’t worry, con-
struction experience is NOT necessary. We have a great team who will help you
learn!” Age, 18+. Volunteers 16 & 17 years old are welcomed with an adult
guardian.

When:

Saturday June 26 (5 spots left)

Saturday July 24 (5 spots left)

Saturday August 21 (7 spots left)

You can sign up on this Google Doc (or email dalebohnert@gmail.com)

https://docs.google.com/.../1-yLcF9dnruR3URj66sn9p0v.../edit

Let me know if you have any questions! In addition to “construction” workers
(might be painting) we will also have additional ways for you to serve, e.g., serv-
ing meals, donations. Stay tuned!

Blessings!

Dale Bohnert


https://www.facebook.com/groups/447827185278687/user/1003241355/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVWA6f7JVosIGnZ4rWhz0uZQ-LLHrKIllyGHVnmX7LaUCpIznZUWEih0pfj8aL5SRcwvyXk7x50Ee8aLdB8s-02ABrxyE9aXif44OkGw2ye1kpTWWoqGV6FMkdn62enjuaXxNH4S58GAL9V8JjIYVLY6GHOHH16Vbv1MPURJwRF4Ga2GJ3
mailto:dalebohnert@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-yLcF9dnruR3URj66sn9p0v2dL941n_UxfOV3QIsi98/edit?fbclid=IwAR0Uaoz5xyvJKQyjmbwy0yNXaN4COc9CW6LMZXNh8J4qrRS-DxsFmCt0C_0
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS!

If you are interested in helping to make our Sunday LIVESTREAM worship
possible, we’d love to incorporate your gifts! Pastor Annie is still looking for
readers/prayer leaders for the next 4 weeks and we are always open to oth-
ers willing to learn the A/V technology! Check out THIS GOOGLE DOC to
sign-up to help!

Coffee & Faithful Conversation

Join Pastor Annie and others every Tuesday morning at 11AM for “Coffee &
Faithful Conversation.” This time has proved to be incredibly fruitful as many of
us remain socially distanced from others. We spend time each week checking
in on one another and engaging a series of faith-based questions/topics as we
grow in faith together!

So brew your own cup and join us via Zoom meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245563457pwd=TIIRQTIKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnI6a0Jjdz09
Meeting ID: 884 1915 5061

Passcode:593674



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
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Please lift up the following people in prayer

Julian Grev (Friend of Betty Lou Oppegard)
MaryKay Mabhler (Friend of Olive Olson)

Bill Smith (Friend of Bill & Olive Olson)
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie)

Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery)

Kris Miner (Friend of Faye Perkins)

Roger Hammer’s Family (Friend of Bill Montgomery)
Candy Simpson (Cameron Shea’s aunt)

Barb Grubba (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt)

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt)

Duane Hall (friend of the Brohaughs)

Judy Karshbaum

Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott)
Carol Moenke

Gary Siebold

Oak Reile (Nancy Sailer's Cousin)
David Hendrickson

Jim and lla June Pratt

Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s father)

Jerry Brandt

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks)
James Glaubitz

Jon Boyce

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts)

Marilyn & Fred Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law)
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April Baptisms @

IETAER T 0 Margaret Anderson
*APPY Louis Bernard
‘BIRTHDAY Charles Eaton
T awotgl Flat TE s Kenna Frisch
Hazel Ladnier

April Birthdays

Erik Oppegard
Name Birthday Sharon Paulson
Will Bohnert 2-Apr Paul Perkins-Mcintosh
John Hamilton 2-Apr Jack Stang
Sawyer Filarsky 4-Apr Erik Warner
Michael Stang S-Apr John Warner
Waylon Bailey 7-Apr Kaija Warner
Jean Loudon 11-Apr Ben Wunrow
Traci Wolfe 11-Apr Amanda Ziebarth
Cathy Wunrow 11-Apr
Doug Thompson 13-Apr
Faye Perkins 14-Apr
Cole Frisch 17-Apr
Erik Eaton 25-Apr
Rougan Roquette 26-Apr
Jerry Brandt 27-Apr
Lori Leitch 29-Apr
=S HAPPY .+§
ANNIVERSARY |
Celebrating
Brian & Crystal Roquette 02-Apr 19 Years
Gary & Vicki Siebold 21-Apr 20 Years

Eric & Lisa Rydland 30-Apr 16 Years



