
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm to Passion Sunday 

April 2, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring 

all people and sharing with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 

Palm to Passion Sunday 
 

GATHER 

Prelude 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Hymn                                 ACS 929 

(Sung 4 times:  leader only higher voices, lower voices, all together) 

 



Processional Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter, 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, 
at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, 
“Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 
If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ 
And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and 
he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
“Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus 
from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Children’s Message       Pastor Annie 
 
Offering 
 
Today as we remember how the people brought forward palms, laid their 
cloaks on the ground for Jesus to walk to ride in on, and sung their 
praises, we bring Jesus all we have as we wave our Palm branches! 
 
Your gifts enable God’s ministry in and through this place. We express 
our generosity in a variety of ways:  
Giving In-Person: Offering baskets are passed 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App: Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android 
devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River 
Falls, WI 54022 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0


Offertory             ACS 928 

 
 

Offering Prayer 
God, what will you do with these gifts? We may never know. 
But we carry a faith passed to us through generations.  
We set the table with food and drink harvested by many hands. 
We break the bread of answered prayers. Use the gifts we give 
today to grow tomorrow’s mercy. Amen. 
 



WORD & MEAL 

 
From Palms to Passion: Questions to Consider 
After Jesus' triumphal entry, he taught in the Temple. Even if his 
friends failed to recognize the signs, Jesus knew these were his 
last days alive.  

How would you spend your last hours?  
Where would you go?   
What would you do? 

Moment of silence 
 

A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (26:14-25) 
Today we share the Passion reading in segments throughout our liturgy. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
When God made us, God knew what we needed to thrive. 
God made the earth creative and abundant. 
And God gave us partners for the planting, for the harvest,  
for the meal.  
But when God gives us an orchard, we hunger for more.  
Please join me as we confess our sins together. 
First, consider:  
Where have you gone wrong this week? 
How have you harmed your relationship with God, with your 
neighbor, and with yourself? 
[Silence for reflection.] 
 
We confess together: 
We know we have harmed each other 
and damaged our relationship with you. 
But we fear that admitting our sin 
will only drive us deeper into isolation. 
So we sneak a bite from the fruit  
that is not ours to take. 
Then we throw away the evidence 
of our disloyal decisions. 
We create distractions  
to hide what we have done. 
 
We point our fingers at the faults of others. 
We interrogate those who have no reason to lie.  
And we avoid you. 
 
 



God, you are perfect and holy. 
But we are imperfect and lonely. 
And you know we have broken trust, 
abandoned faith, 
invested in lies. 
You always discover the wreckage  
that bears our fingerprints. 
And our shame feels more intimate than your love. 
What have we done? 
Is it too late to receive your forgiveness? 
 
Friends, even when we sin, God does not accuse. 
God only asks what we have done  
so we can set down our guilt.  
And God only asks where we have gone 
because God wants to bring us back. 
 
+ Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth of God’s love. 
You can doubt this love.  
But you can never change the truth of it.  
God knows all and forgives all.  
The only question that remains is  
whether we can accept love so freely given.  
We do.  
We embrace your mercy,  
and we thank you, God. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always 
And also with you 
 

Holy Communion 
 
Where is our God? 
God is here in this place. 
Where are your hearts? 
We have given them to God. 
What shall we do in the presence of our God? 
We shall give our thanks and praise. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise to you, O God… 
… that would draw all people to God. 
 

Words of Institution (Matthew 26:26-29) 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus, you asked us to ask you for anything we need. So we pray:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Table  
Do you hunger for the grace of God?  
It is ready, and God has prepared it for you.  
This food will not solve every problem, but it can heal every sin. 
 
Distribution & Special Music        
performed by Carl Warren & Phil Klacan 
 

A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (26:30-41)  
 

Prayers of the People 
For today’s prayers you are invited into silent prayer while music is 
played.  As you pray consider: 
Who? Who would you like to lift up to God this day? 
What? What in our world would you like to lift up to God this day? 
When? When have been moments you’ve noticed God at work? 
Where? Where in our community and world needs God’s blessing? 
Why? Why are you thankful to God this day? 
 
As our leader begins “Stay with Me,” consider it your invitation to 

conclude your prayer and join in song together: 
 

Hymn             ELW 348 
“Stay with Me” 

Sung 3 times 

 

 



 
 
A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (26:42-68) 
 
Hymn                       ELW 347  

“Go to Dark Gethsemane” vs. 1 
 
 
A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (26:69-27:10) 
 
Hymn                       ELW 347  

“Go to Dark Gethsemane” vs. 2 
 
 

A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (27:11-23) 
 
Hymn                       ELW 347 

“Go to Dark Gethsemane” vs. 3 
 

 
A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (27:24-44) 
 
Hymn                       ELW 343  

“My Song Is Love Unknown” vs. 1 
 
 

A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (27:45-61) 
 
Hymn                       ELW 343 

“My Song Is Love Unknown” vs. 3 
 

 
A Reading from Matthew’s Passion (27:62-66)  
 

 
Sending Hymn           ELW 346  

“Ride On, Ride On in Majesty” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Prayer 
On the cross Jesus confronted our misery and carried our guilt. 
He carried our death to his grave but all still grieve, all still weep, 
and all still die.  
Let us pray. 
Do not turn your face from us, O God, 
and hear us when we pray. 
Raise the dying, O Jesus, 
and heal all the sick. 
Comfort the restless, O Holy Spirit, 
and share your welcome with the wandering. 
Forgive us for our sins. 
Take our death to your grave 
so dying, we might live. 
 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. Amen. 
 

Sending and Blessing 
You came in celebration. You leave in solemnity. 
But still you carry the promise of God’s love 
burning deep in your hearts. 
Where will Jesus take us when we follow his love? 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord in your wondering.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under  One License  #A-731585. 
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License number SB155603 
“‘Ask’ Sunday Liturgy.”  © 2023 by Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission of Barn 
Geese Worship. [Adapted by Pastor Annie Ladnier.]” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
HOPE’s Easter Garden 

You are once again invited to fill our Easter morning altar!  
Please have your flowers for our 2023 Easter Garden to the church 
by 1pm on Saturday April 8th!! 

If you bring something in honor or memory of someone, please 
provide our office administrator, Olive Olson with that information 

BY TUESDAY, APRIL 4: hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Nancy Sailer 
Jerry Gibson (Diane Clark &Karen Rodewald’s father) 

George & Mary Klacan (Phil’s Parents) 

Ella Conover (Phil & Paula’s Klacan’s Niece) 

Elliot Wold (Friend o Phil & Paula Klacan) 

Linda Stroth (Friend of Olive Olson) 

Laura McDonald (Sister of Jean Loudon) 

Mary Babler (Friend the Dan Malaney) 
Beth Lindgren (Sister-in-law Dan Malaney) 
Anna Peterson’s Family (Friend of Olive Olson) 

Betty Lou Oppegard 
The Trudy Loney family  
Darwin & Margaret Bredahl (Karen Hamilton’s sister & brother in law) 
Olive Olson & family 
Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 
Dawne Green (Friend of Olive Olson) 
Miriam Monroe (Bill Montgomery’s sister) 
Gary Blowers (Friend of Linda Jacobson) 
Naomi Brandt and family 
Milo Oppegard 
Carin Perkins (Faye Perkins sister) 
David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 
Nicholas Simpson (Boock family friend) 
Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin) 
Kathy Granquist (Karen Brohaugh’s niece) 
Linda & Jesse Annoye Family (Relatives of Debra James) 
Boyd Huppert (Rodewald family member) 
Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend) 
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie) 
Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery) 
Lee Hill (friend of Naom) 
Judy Karshbaum 
Gary Siebold 
David Hendrickson 
Jon Boyce 
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 
Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks) 
Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum)   



Welcome to 
HOPE Lutheran 

Church. 
If you are new to 
HOPE, welcome!  

It is a blessing to have 
you join us for worship 

this morning!  
 

Leading Us in 
Worship  

 

Presiding Pastor: 
Annie Ladnier 

 
Pianist:  

Phil Klacan 
 

Assisting Minister: 
Carl Warren 

 
Reader: 

Reader’s Theater 
 

Communion Asst.: 
McKenna Brill 

 
Ushers/Greeters: 

 
 

AV Support: 
Dan Malaney 

 
Communion 
Preparation:  
Michael Stang 

 
Fellowship: 

HOPE Lutheran Church 
3337 Kingsbarn Avenue 

River Falls, WI  54022 
 
 

Website: 
www.hopelutheranrf.com 

 
 

Office Phone Number: 
715-425-9750 

 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. Annie Ladnier 

hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com 
Cell: 309-781-0509 

 
 

Office Administrator: 
Olive Olson 

hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com 

 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
Sunday Service 

 9:30 a.m. 
 

Online:  
http://youtube.com/c/HOPEL

utheranRiverFalls 
9:30 a.m. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
http://youtube.com/c/HOPELutheranRiverFalls
http://youtube.com/c/HOPELutheranRiverFalls

