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ONLINE Advent Devotional: 

Our friends at A Sanctified Art have provided a special e-reader version of this 
year’s Advent devotional, which you can access on your computer and mobile 
devices: online.flippingbook.com/view/261712895/  

In order to protect their work, please refrain from sharing this link or posting it 
on social media. 

The dimple in your right cheek, 
the child playing peek-a-boo from his stroller, 
the abuelita who spends her afternoons 
in the park by 86th; the teenagers on the subway 
who cannot control their laughter; Neil, my neighbor, 
who always asks about you, the mother who whispers 
a dozen times a day, “thank you, Jesus, thank you, Jesus, thank you, Jesus”; 
the saxophone player at 
42nd street, the poets, 
the artists, the garden volunteers; the metro car driver 
who sticks his head out the window to make sure we’re all aboard; the man 
who gave up his seat on 
the subway, the kid in the 
dinosaur pajamas who cannot be convinced they’re not 
school attire; the teachers, the nurses, the taxi cab drivers; 
the woman at the end of the block with her yappy dogs and her 
books in the window, the lovers that lay sprawled out on park blankets, 
the runners, the daydreamers, the sidewalk chalk artists; 
John from upstairs whose favorite flowers are yellow tulips, the Persian man 
at the grocery who tells 
me to be safe when I leave, 
my grandmother in Georgia; my neighbor, the stranger;  
thank you, Jesus, thank you, Jesus, thank you, Jesus. 
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TONIGHT: LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 

If you find yourself feeling a bit blue this Christmas season... 

If this time of year has always been hard due to past grief or trauma... 

If you've suffered an all too recent and tender loss... 

If you need some space in the quiet, some space to pray, to sing, to cry, 
to be reminded of Christ's promises for you... 

Tonight is your night. 

Come as you are. 

All are welcome. 

 

Join us in person or online tonight at 6:30PM 

ALSO STREAMING ONLINE 
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ALL ARE WELCOME THIS CHRISTMAS 

Make sure your neighbors and friends know about our special Christmas     worship 
offerings this year! All are welcome, as always!  

Please note we will have only ONE Christmas Eve service this year, due to Christmas 
Day falling on Sunday. 

Thanks for A Great Time at “Songs & Suds: Christmas!” 

A big “THANK YOU” to Strings of HOPE for leading our 1st Songs & Suds: Christmas 
at  Rush River Brewery on a snowy night Monday,      December 19th.  Thank you to 
Congregational Life Ministry for providing treats to the community!  Fun was had by 
all!  



Advent Mission Project - Generation to Generation 

The theme for this Advent Season is Generation to Generation, shortened to G-2-G. Each 
week of Advent we will feature one age group—Seniors, Adults, Teens, Babies—although 
collections will take place throughout Advent. The Story of  Christmas and our own family 
history stories are passed down from the older generations to the younger, so the first week 
will focus on seniors. 
 
Thank you to all who helped put together our G-2-G Senior Kits last Sunday! Bags have 
been delivered to Comforts of Home and Our House.  
 
We are still accepting donations for weeks 2 –4 of Advent (Dec. 4-18): 

 

Sunday, December 4 - G-2-G Adults will focus on Adoray Hospice Care and/or 
Area Resource Center—monetary donations—if writing a check, please state in the memo 
line where your money is to go 
 

Sunday, December 11 - G-2-G Teens will focus on Meyer Middle School needs, 
which are listed below: 

 Deodorant  

 Body Wash 

 Lotion 

 Lip Balm/Chapstick 

 Shampoo/Conditioner 

 Bigger sizes of athletic pants/shorts for males 
 

Sunday: December 18 - G-2-G Babies will focus on the Family Resource Center 
housed in Baldwin. Family Resource Center provides services for pre-natal through Kinder-
garten age children and their families living in Pierce, St. Croix, and Polk counties. Read 
more about the Family Resource Center on the next page. 
 Their needs are: 

 Diapers (larger sizes 3–6) 

 Baby Wipes 

 Board Books (infant, toddler, preschool) 

 
THIS SUNDAY, December 25 - Christmas Day - Catch up Sunday!  
 
We are asking the family and friends of HOPE to prayerfully consider donating to the        
organizations/groups listed above during the season of Advent. Bins will be placed on the 
entry table for collection.  
 
Generation to Generation provides a time to encourage you to fill out a pedigree chart for 
your family to pass down to younger generations. These charts will be available on the back 
table. Perhaps you will want to take one for yourself and one for your spouse. We would like 
to display these or similar charts around the church.  

This Week at HOPE December 21, 2022 



This Week at HOPE December 21, 2022 

GENEROSITY REMINDERS!  
Thank you so much for your generous response to God’s call here at HOPE. Through 
your giving, God is able to do marvelous things through the life of our congregation. 
We have reached new neighbors and friends with the love of Jesus, been able to 
support organizations in need, plant and nurture seeds of faith in our children and 
youth, offer a safe place for worship during the pandemic, become 100% renewable, 
build stronger relationships with one another and our God, and so much more!  
 
Over the last few weeks our Stewardship Team has listed these and many other 
CELEBRATIONS! We give thanks for all that God has done here! We trust that there 
will be MUCH MORE TO CELEBRATE in 2023! Your continued generosity enables us 
to confidentally and joyfully respond to God‘s call into our future.  
 
As our year comes to a close here are a couple important reminders: 
• The end of our fiscal year is December 31st! If you plan to complete your 2022 

financial commitment this year, please make sure your donation is received by 
December 31st. All donations received afterward will be part of our 2023 budget 
plan. 

• Thank you to all who have already taken the time to make a financial commitment 
for 2023. this  If you have not yet done so, please take a few moments to      
prayerfully consider your 2023 HOPE financial commitment.  

     All you need to do is CLICK ON THE 2023 HOPE COVENANT CARD. This will  
     take you directly to fill out the form. If you prefer, paper forms are available on the  
     entry table.   
 
As 2022 comes to an end, we have so much to CELEBRATE! Each and every one of 
you brings important gifts to our ministry and we are excited for how God will use us 
together in 2023! 
 
Pastor Annie Ladnier  
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NOTES OF GRATITUDE 
 

Thank you to HOPE for thinking of me way over at UC Merced in California.  
Your thoughtfulness really reduced my stress level which runs very high! 
Finals are over and now and I’m home in San Jose’ for Christmas break. 
Merry Christmas! 
Katherine Cai…(Bernie & Karen Brohaugh are my Papa and Grammie) 
  
  
I opened up the very sweet card from HOPE ❤️. Thanks so much 
for thinking of me. It’ll definitely make finals week a bit better. 
 Ella Skelton 
   (Dick & Carolyn Jackson’s granddaughter) 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The 2022 Annual Meeting & Potluck Brunch 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
10:45AM 

Our meeting will be offered both in-person and 
via ZOOM 
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WEDNESDAYS OF HOPE IS ON BREAK! 
WINTER SESSION BEGINS WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18TH 

All children & youth who participate in Wednesdays of Hope need to be    
registered.  
If you have not already registered for SESSION 2, please fill out the ONLINE 
REGISTRATION FORM. 

Friends are always welcome!  
Please forward registration information to them!  
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CONSIDER A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE  
HOPE MUSICIAN’S FUND 

 
Do you LOVE the musical offerings here at HOPE? 

 
Are you grateful for the gift of our fantastic Sunday pianists? 

 
Would you love to see additional musical ensembles and guests join us? 

 
Has music in worship been an important dimension of your spiritual life? 

 
If you’ve answered YES to any of these questions, you may want to live into 
God’s call toward generosity by giving a gift to our NEW “HOPE Musician’s 
Fund.”  
HOPE now pays our Sunday musicians a fair wage for their work,      
rather than expecting this on a volunteer basis. This will be a significant ex-
pense in the 2023 budget year. This fund will hopefully help meet this        
financial need by providing seed money to fund these positions in 2023.  
 
Once that need is met, our hope is for this fund to be used in the future to 
bring in special musical guests and ensembles in the months and years 
ahead!  
 
Please prayerfully consider giving a special Christmas Seed Gift to this      
important ministry  
as you are able!  
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December Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Edward & Gwen Paulson 26-Dec 57

Gregg & Kari Heinselman 27-Dec 36

Ross & Tessa VanOverbeke 31-Dec 17

December Birthdays
Zoe Tokheim 2-Dec

Dale Bohnert 5-Dec

Mark Bondhus 5-Dec

Wendy Tokheim 11-Dec

James James 11-Dec

Susan Schuettpelz 11-Dec

Luke Filarsky 15-Dec

Sara Filarsky 15-Dec

Tyson Tokheim 15-Dec

Karen Hamilton 17-Dec

Jason Neuhaus 20-Dec

Bruce Schuettpelz 22-Dec

Gary Siebold 26-Dec

Alyssa Boock 27-Dec

Elizabeth Hansen 27-Dec

Cameron Leitch 27-Dec

Ella Wolfe 29-Dec

Hazel Ladnier 30-Dec

December Baptisms

Phillip Klacan

Kristin Eaton

Sawyer Filarsky

Lindsay Getschel

Kari Heinselman

Pastor Annie Ladnier

Eden Ladnier

Heathley Neuhaus

Robert Perkins-McIntosh

Piper Rodewald
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Linda Shurden (friend of Nancy Sailer) 

Jeanie Anderson (Karen Brohaugh’s sister in law) 

Darwin & Margaret Bredahl (Karen Hamilton’s sister & brother in law) 

Olive Olson & family 

Gordon Hendrickson (Mary Thompson’s brother) 

Bruce Young (Relative of Karen Brohaugh) 

Daryl Kleeman (brother of Darcy Boock) 

Doug & Dawne Green (Friends of Olive Olson) 

Miriam Monroe (Bill Montgomery’s sister) 

Gary Blowers (Friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Noah Sailer (Nancy Sailer’s son) 

Naomi Brandt and family 

The family of Jim Pratt 

Tom & Judy Jensen (Friends of Nancy Sailer) 

Meg Heaton Family (Friends of Nancy Sailer) 

Milo Oppegard 

Brian Fix & Katie (Nancy Sailer’s cousin) 

Kevin Rodewald & family (Jeff Rodewald’s brother) 

Carin Perkins (Faye Perkins sister) 

David Boock (Relative of the Boocks) 

Nicholas Simpson (Boock family friend) 

Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin) 

Kathy Granquist (Karen Brohaugh’s niece) 

Barbara McIntosh (Joe McIntosh’s mother) 

Linda & Jesse Annoye Family (Relatives of Debra James) 

Greg Rosenthal (Relative of Karen Brohaugh) 

Boyd Huppert (Rodewald family member) 

Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend) 

Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie) 

Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Judy Karshbaum 

Gary Siebold 

David Hendrickson 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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The River Falls School District has 112 children signed up for the Backpack Pro-
gram this year. This program falls under the auspices of Our Neighbors' Place and 
is primarily funded by The Black Tie Affair held every April and donations. It does 
not receive any help from the River Falls Food Pantry.  

Therefore, the Mission Ministry through HOPE would like to start collecting dona-
tions for the Backpack Program on the first Sunday of each month alternating with 
the Food Pantry.  

The Magic Box works in the same manner as for the Food Pantry, whereas each 
dollar magically will have $5 of purchasing power. The next opportunity will be No-
vember 6, when your generous donations will support the Backpack Program.  

 

First Sunday of the Month Special Collections Schedule 

2022 

November 6  Backpack Program (BP Program) 

 December 4  Food Pantry (FP) 

2023 

 January  1   Backpack Program  

 February 5   Food Pantry  

 March 5   Backpack Program  

 April 2   Food Pantry  

 May 7   Backpack Program 

 June 4    Food Pantry  

 July 2   Backpack Program  

 August 6   Food Pantry  

 September 3  Backpack Program  

 October  1   Food Pantry  

 Nov 5   Backpack Program  

 December 3  Food Pantry  

First Sunday of the Month Special Collections 


