
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring 

all people and sharing with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 
 

GATHER 

Prelude 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Calling all seekers, all dreamers, all believers…  
Calling all glass-half-full optimists and lighthouse keepers…  
Calling all star-chasers and bedtime prayer speakers… 
Bring your questions, your hope, your faith and your fear into this 
space.  
God is here. 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
One of my favorite things about the Magi is that they go looking for 
God…Let us seek God together. Join me in the prayer of 
confession: 
God of starlight,  
we know that faith isn’t a vending machine.  
Good news can’t be bought or manufactured.  
It does not arrive with a push of a button.  
Instead, in this noisy world, we have to look for you in our 
midst. 
We have to walk toward you, just as the Magi did.  
We have to believe that love really can change the world.  
We have to seek the stars beyond the city lights.  
Forgive us for forgetting that.  
Forgive us for seeking you with only part of our hearts.  
We long to be more like the Magi; may we walk your way every 
single day. 
Amen. 
Friends, I have nothing but good news.  
Since the very first day, God has taken the pieces of our hearts 
that we have offered up and has said, “I can work with that.” 
Even in our failings, God has washed us with words of grace, 
belonging, and love.  
No matter what star you’ve followed, 
no matter how far you’ve walked,  
no matter how lost you got— 
you belong to God. 

God loves you. God forgives you. God claims you ☩ .  

End of story. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  to the tune of Come Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW 
#254 

 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
Sung to the tune of Angels We Have Heard on High ELW #289 

 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Holy God,  
we find you in the most surprising places. Some days it’s 
easy to find you; other days, the clouds cover the stars and 
we lose our way. So when the way is clear, help us to give 
thanks. When the clouds roll in, remind us that you are near. 
Keep our hearts brave, and keep them curious, so that like 
the Magi, we might be on the lookout for you, through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.  
 

WORD 

First reading from the book of Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has 
risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory 
will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to 
the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they 
all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall 
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from 
Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and 
shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE              Pastor Annie 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
      (to the tune of Joy to the World ELW # 267)  

Al-le-lu-ia! To God we go! 
With joy we praise your name! 

You have the words, of everlasting life. 
Al-le-lu, Al-le-lu! 
Al-le-lu, Al-le-lu! 

Al-le, Al-le-e, Al-le-lu-ia! 
GOSPEL (Part 1)  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 2:1-12 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where 
is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King 



Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly 
called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found 
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that 
the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road. 
 

HYMN                         ELW 300 vs. 3-5 

 



 
GOSPEL (Part 2: Matthew 2:13-23) 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee 
to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained 
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called 
my son.” 
 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was 
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time 
that he had learned from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:  



“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel 
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they 
are no more.” 
 
When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town 
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 

SERMON      Pastor Annie 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
We believe that faith is active,  
found on long walks, and in long talks,  
in future days, and down memory lane.  
 
We believe that those who seek  
will find, although it may not be what they expected.  
We believe that God finds us first.  
We believe that God drops breadcrumbs along our way  
in the shape of people, invitations, and even starlight. 
 
We believe that being a seeker— 
of God, of justice, of community— 
is a holy thing. 
So we strive to live with an open spirit,  
with soft hearts, and with room to grow.  
May it be so. This we believe.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & STAR WORDS 
This Epiphany we engage a unique prayer practice. Pastor Annie will 
give instructions.  

God of today, tomorrow, and yesterday, 
like the Magi, we are seeking you. 
Like the Magi, we are bringing ourselves closer to you, 
step by step, and word by word. 
So today we ask that you would make yourself known to us. 



Reach into our spirits and give us a boost of confidence that love 
is real and we are not alone. 
We know we’re asking a lot for a group that brings very little. We 
don’t have gold or frankincense or myrrh. We haven’t spent the 
last several days traveling here by camel. We’re no Magi, but 
we’re yours. Instead, we bring ourselves to this worship service in 
hopes of catching a glimpse of you. 
And we bring with us the concerns of our church and community... 
…We pray for the church… 
…We pray for your creation… 
…We pray for the nations… 
…We pray for all the vulnerable… 
…We pray for all in need of healing, especially those on our 
prayer list and those we name before you… 
…We pray for all the seeking ones… 
As you hold the concerns of our community, we look for the ways 
you guide us forward.  
 
We pray that you would speak to us through these star words that 
we are about to receive, just as you have spoken to your people 
before. Let these words be an invitation and challenge for the year 
ahead; let them be light in the sky that guides us home. 
Holy God, you were the God of yesterday, and we know you’ll be 
the God of tomorrow, for you have loved us from generation to 
generation. So with grateful hearts, we pray, through Jesus Christ, 
our savior and Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

MEAL 

OFFERING  
Today, two sets of baskets will be passed. The first is for you to 
receive your Star Word. The second is to express your generosity 
as needed.  
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue as we continue to gather ina 
variety of ways!  Here are ways to share God’s abundance: 

GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 

Give by Mobile App:  Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android 
devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., 
River Falls, WI 54022 
 

OFFERTORY        Musician’s Choice 
   
 



STAR WORD PRAYER  
God of open horizons and open roads, 
like the Magi so many years ago, we are here, seeking you. 
Step by step, we have wandered into this hour with the hope of 
feeling you in our midst. 
Step by step, you have claimed us, loved us, and fed us. 
Today we have drawn star words. 
For some, these words are full of meaning, challenge, and 
invitation already. For others, these words are a blank canvas—
inviting you into our lives. 
So as a new year dawns, we pray that just as you have spoken to 
the generations before us, you would speak to us again. Allow us 
to use these star words as a tool that might help us hear 
you more clearly. 
May they guide us, as the star guided the Magi. 
And in a year, may we find ourselves here, together again, with 
mouths full of praise for the 
ways in which you have been present with us. 
Together we pray, with the saints before us. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

(sung to the tune of O Come All Ye Faithful ELW #283) 
The Lord be with you 
And with you, His servant. 
Oh, come let us lift our hearts unto the Lord. 
With hearts uplifted, thanks to Him we render; 
With joy we come before Him, 
In gratefulness implore Him, 
With thankful hearts adore Him evermore!  
 
From generation to generation  we give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new 
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Holy Holy  
(to the tune of Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW # 270) 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! God of hosts, by all adored! 
Heav’n and earth cannot contain, All the glory of Your Name! 

Hail, hosanna, God most high! Blest is He who now draws 
nigh 

In the name of God and King! Hallelujahs glad we sing: 
Hail hosanna! Praises due be forever, Lord, to You! 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
In the night in which he was betrayed… 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(to the tune of It Came Upon the Midnight Clear) 

 

Our Father, Lord on heav’ns high throne, 
Most holy be Your name. 

Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
On earth-In heav’n the same. 

Give us this day the food we need; Forgiven may we be; 
Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free. 

Yours is the kingdom unto You In grateful love we bow; 
And Yours the pow’r; Lord,  

let us view Your mighty presence now. 
The glory Yours; Your praise be sung  

By angel hosts and men 
In every land, by every tongue Forevermore! Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Glory to God in the highest! 
This is the table for all who keep seeking. 
 
LAMB OF GOD          (to the tune of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
Faithful God,  
From generation to generation, we are nurtured at Your Table. 
As we once again tell your story of forgiveness and love, we 
proclaim our adoption in God’s family tree of kings, 
carpenters, foreigners, disregarded women, and second 
sons. May this meal nourish us in our seeking after you in all 
things and in telling your story through word and deed. 
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
As you leave this place, may you go knowing that  
from generation to generation, we have been claimed and loved.  
From generation to generation, God has been by our side.  
From generation to generation, we are not alone.  
The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow knows you by 
name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person 
you are called to be, love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.”  
May it be so. Amen. 
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SENDING 
Go in peace. Keep seeking Christ! 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Looking Ahead at HOPE 
Monday January 

2nd  
 
Office Closed for Holiday 

Tuesday 
January 3rd  

11:00am – Coffee & Faithful Conversation 
7:00pm- Communication Meeting (?) 

Wednesday 
January 4th  

 
6:00PM-- Winter Yoga  

Thursday 
January 5th  

7:00PM- Mission Ministry 
              Communications Ministry 

Friday  
January 6th  

 
Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday 
January 8th   

9:30am – Worship: Confirmation Sunday! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to  
HOPE Lutheran 

Church. 
If you are new to 
HOPE, welcome!  

It is a blessing to have 
you join us for worship 

this morning!  
 

Leading Us in 
Worship  

 

Presiding Pastor: 
Annie Ladnier 

 

Pianist:  
Phil Klacan 

 

Assisting Minister: 
Nancy Sailer 

 

Reader: 
 
 

Communion 
Assistant 

Confirmands 
 

Ushers/Greeters 
Ross & Max 

VanOverbeke 
 

Altar Flowers 
 
 

AV Support: 
Lisa Ziebarth 

Ryan Brill 
 

Communion 
Preparation:  
Nancy Peters 

 

Fellowship 
 
 
 
 

 

HOPE Lutheran Church 
3337 Kingsbarn Avenue 

River Falls, WI  54022 
 
 

Website: 
www.hopelutheranrf.com 

 
 

Office Phone Number: 
715-425-9750 

 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. Annie Ladnier 

hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com 
Cell: 309-781-0509 

 
 

Office Administrator: 
Olive Olson 

hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com 

 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
In Person:  

Outdoor Worship Space:  
9:30 a.m. 

 
Online:  

http://youtube.com/c/HOPEL
utheranRiverFalls 

9:30 a.m. 


