This Week at HOPE September 14, 2022

This Week’s Devotional Material: Season of Creation Week 2
Our 2nd annual Season of Creation kicked-off last Sunday! It was a wonderful morning of beautiful artwork, special music from Strings of Hope, and our GWOH service project and lunch! I cannot think of a better way to begin this intentional season than in being surrounded by beauty as
we worked to care for the women and children served through Turning Point.
Sunday also marked the official start of HOPE’s ministry program year. We had an amazing summer FULL of wonderful ministry, and now God is calling us into more familiar patterns of the
school year. Students and teachers have gone back to the classroom. Fall sports, clubs,and activities have resumed. Weekends are full of games, orchard visits, marching band competitions, and
some “one lasts” before the weather turns cold. Farmers are busy harvesting crops and baling
hay. It is a great time of year, but it can also be tiring!
As we look around, we can see the ways God’s creation is preparing. The acorns fall in masses
from oak trees while the squirrels rush to gather and store them up! The sunflowers begin to
droop, their seeds scattering into the ground. The summer crops begin to wane as pumpkins and
apples ripen on vine and tree. Leaves have begun their first twinges of yellow and reds. In a few
short weeks we’ll watch as the geese take flight, the leaves begin to fall, and the days grow short
once again. There is MUCH to take in on these beautiful early fall days. There is much to marvel
and wonder about. There is much to appreciate and protect.
As we delve into this season I want to share a beautiful devotion prayer I discovered this week entitled, “Let Wonder Have Its Way with Me” by Ted Loder. As you read it, think of the ways you are
aware of God’s presence in these days. Where have you experienced mercy, bold loving, hope,
Let Wonder Have Its Way with Me
By Ted Loder

O God, your gracious Spirit
moves over the mysteries of living and dying
and is strangely present to me
in the falling leaves,
the call of the wild geese,
a child’s birth,
the light in a friend’s eyes,
the sudden lifting of the heart,
and the deep longing which brings me to you now.
Make me aware of your presence
that wonder may have is way with me,
my passion be released,
my confidence renewed in the depths of your holiness
until, for a moment,
my longing for you be fulfilled
and I know I am really free
to share bread and intimacy,
to laugh and exchange mercy,
To be at ase in my struggles,
bold in my loving,
brave in facing down my terror,
hopeful in the rising music of your kingdom,
joyful in my living,
and graceful in my life becoming a song of praise
ever sung to you. [Amen]
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Season of Creation HOPE Events:
 THIS SUNDAY, 9.18.22: BWBW (Before Worship Bird Walk)-meet at

WOTS at 8:15AM and we’ll be done by 9:15AM.

 Sunday, Sept. 25 - Guest Presenter: Robin Boles from Whole Earth Co

-Op- Robin will give a presentation after worship dealing with making sustainable choices when shopping. We’ll be serving the Co-Op's locally roasted coffee and enjoy some homemade zucchini bread straight from the
HOPE gardens!

 Sunday, October 2- Blessing the Stars Forum led by Milo Oppegard fol-

lowing worship. This is the beginning of a multi-week study!

 Thank you to all who gave to our 2nd annual Green Energy Blocks

Noisy Offering! Stay tuned for final amount info! Donations are still being
accepted to fund our 2023 energy block purchases!

This Sunday’s Lectionary Readings

In preparation for Sunday worship, you may want to read and reflect on the
upcoming passages. As you read these texts during the Season of Creation,
be intentional about studying them through a lens of “creation care.” Using our
“Dwelling In the Word” questions:
1. What do you notice about creation? What sticks out to you?
2. What do you wonder about? What questions emerge for you in looking at

these texts? Where do you see a connection with creation?
3. What do you think God might be giving you a nudge about in these passages this week? What might God be saying to our whole congregation in relation to the Season of Creation?
First Reading: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
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WEDNESDAYS @ HOPE: STARTS TONIGHT!!!!
“Wednesdays of Hope,” our midweek faith formation opportunity, resumes TONIGHT! All K10th+ grade youth (members AND friends) are invited to participate in either Faith Adventures (K-5) or Confirmation (6-10+). Additional parents and adults are needed to assist
with teaching, projects, and outings!
We are using a session format for this year. Families are able to register for 1, 2, or all 3 sessions!

ALL PARTICIPANTS NEED TO REGISTER!
YOU CAN REGISTER ONLINE HERE, through our website
OR on 9.11 with a paper copy

Important Dates
 9.14.22: Opening Campfire Cook-Out & Orientation (6-7PM)
 9.21.22: First night of Session 1 learning (6-7PM)
 Session 1: September 21- November 16
 Session 2: January 18- February 22
 Session 3: April 19-May 10
In addition to our main sessions we will have additional service learning, art, milestone, and fun event
nights throughout the year! All are welcome!

SAVE THE DATE!
TO HOST A TRUNK, DONATE CANDY/PRIZES, OR HELP SIGN-UP HERE
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NEW ART INSTALLATION:
“Listen to the Voice of Creation!”
If you have not already done so, please make sure to stop by the HOPE
sanctuary to check out our new Season of Creation Art Installation, “Listen
to the Voice of Creation!”
Thank you to EVERYONE who has so richly blessed this faith community
with your creative works! What beautiful photography, sewing, beadwork,
wood art, paintings, mosaics, and more that have been inspired by God’s
beautiful creation! Thank you to Paula Klacan who has helped organize the
display and put the finishing touches on it! It is our prayer that it serves as
another tool of faith for your prayerful reflection during this Season of Creation.
While our display shelves are getting full, we do still have some wall space if
you would still like to share a piece of art or prose! Pieces can be something
you have already created that fits the theme or something new that this season has inspired for you! We love creations from ALL ages!
If you are looking for scriptural inspiration, here are the texts we will be using for the Season of Creation, which runs from September 11th- October 2,
2022.
 Old Testament Readings: Jeremiah 4: 11-22, 22-28, Jeremiah 8: 18
- 9:1, Jeremiah 32: 1-3a, 6-15, Lamentations 1:1-6
 Psalms: Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18, Psalm 14, Psalm 79:1-9, Psalm 91:
1-6, 14- 16, Psalm 137
 New Testament Readings: Philemon 1-21,1 Timothy 1: 12-17, 1
Timothy 2: 1-7, 1 Timothy 6: 6-19, 2 Timothy: 1-14
 Gospel Readings: Luke 14: 25-33, Luke 15: 1-10, Luke 16: 1-13,
Luke 16:19-31, Luke 17: 5-1

When bringing in items, please label them with your name, so we know
who to credit and return items to at the end of the season!
Please contact Paula Klacan or Pastor Annie with any questions.
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Please lift up the following people in prayer
Naomi Brandt and family
The Family of Beverly Lowe
Tom & Judy Jensen (Friends of Nancy Sailer)
Meg Heaton Family (Friends of Nancy Sailer)
Milo Oppegard
Kevin Rodewald & family (Jeff Rodewald’s brother)
David Stageberg (Carolyn Jackson’s brother-in-law)
Carin Perkins (Faye Perkins sister)
David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)
Thomas & Dawn Wirth (Tessa Van Overbeke’s parents)
Nicholas Simpson (Boock family friend)
Chuck Eaton
Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin)
Kathy Granquist (Karen Brohaugh’s niece)
Barbara McIntosh (Joe McIntosh’s mother)
Linda & Jesse Annoye Family (Relatives of Debra James)
Greg Rosenthal (Relative of Karen Brohaugh)
Boyd Huppert (Rodewald family member)
Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend)
Tom Roycraft (Grant Klacan’s Father-in-Law)
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie)
Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery)
Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt)
Judy Karshbaum
Gary Siebold
David Hendrickson
Jim and Ila June Pratt
Jerry Brandt
Jon Boyce
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts)
Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks)
Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum)
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September Birthdays
Sarah Bondhus
Zachary Heinselman
Mariah Sandberg
Keri Jiskra
Jane Terkelsen
Jeff Rodewald
Isaac Hansen
Dan Rodewald
McKenna Brill
Vicki Siebold

3-Sep
6-Sep
8-Sep
8-Sep
10-Sep
12-Sep
20-Sep
27-Sep
30-Sep
30-Sep

September Baptisms
Brynn Leitch
Nancy Sailer
Vicki Siebold

Celebrating
Years

September Anniversaries
Keith & Cara Getschel
Tyson & Wendy Tokheim
James & Debra James

16-Sep
23-Sep
27-Sep

33
22
20
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UPDATE TO HOPE’S COVID GUIDELINES
3.16.22 Update
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!This is the Lord’s doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. -Psalm 118:
1,23-24
On Tuesday, March 15, the HOPE ministry council met and discussed our next most faithful steps in responding to Covid-19. Early in the pandemic, we committed to following the advice put forth by our local
health department professionals, specifically that of the St. Croix County Health Department. So, today
we are excited to announce an update to our Covd protocols, in alignment with the St.Croix County
Health Department’s update effective on March 7, 2022!
You can find the SCCHD most recent information at the following links:
Current Covid-19 Guidance
Current Coivd-19 County Level to determine current guidance
HOPE will follow the county’s active recommendations based on this chart:

We are currently in a LOW (Green) level in our county, so HOPE is currently making masks optional inside our building.
As we move forward, we definitely enter a “new normal.” We trust God to offer new ministry possibilities as we continue faithfully navigating this unique season! As we make this next faithful step, we encourage you to keep the following in mind:
1. While masks are optional as of TODAY, our masking policy WILL LIKELY CHANGE BASED ON RISK LEVEL. Please be prepared to be flexible as needed.
2. Please be respectful of the individual/family choice to wear or not wear a mask. There is no need for
additional commentary about someone’s choice. Trust that every person is making the best choice for
themselves.
Please still be respectful of people’s personal space. This is a big adjustment for some people, and a simple, “is it ok if I hug you?” or “Is it ok for me to sit by you?” goes a long way. It is ok to tell someone you
are not yet comfortable with close contact.
A few other notes:
1. Holy Communion: We began processing forward for the celebration of Holy Communion. Pastor will
once again distribute the elements to you, with some offered for you to pick up if you prefer. As always,
the pastor can come to you as needed! For those worshiping from home, please remember the Eucharist
is intended to be celebrated in Christian community, within the context of worship, and at-home communion is being practiced only until we can all safely return together. Pastor is always available for
homebound communion visits.
2. Offering:We will resume passing the offering plate for in-person worship as soon as we have ushers
to assist. Online giving opportunities remain in perpetuity and you are encouraged to sign up!
Fellowship Time: We have been able to have fellowship for many weeks now, but have not had people
willing to serve it. We would LOVE to resume this practice. You can sign up to host this time on our HOPE
Worship Volunteer Sign-Up
1. Hand Hygiene: In light of updates for Holy Communion and Offering, please continue to practice

