This Week at HOPE August 10, 2022

This Week’s Readings
This week we continue our journey through Luke’s Gospel with one
of Jesus’ tougher messages. As you read through each of our readings,
what themes do you sense? What do you notice or wonder? What do you
think God is saying to us?
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29
Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29—12:2

Psalm 82:1-8
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

God’s Work Our Hands Kick-Off Sunday is just around the corner! This
year we are partnering with Turning Point for Victims of Domestic and
Sexual Violence here in River Falls (https://www.turningpoint-wi.org/) to
put together 15 “Fresh Start Buckets.” These are “welcome home”
buckets given to women as they enter transitional living housing! As we
live into our Sustainability Pledge, we will be assembling 3 green cleaning products for the buckets, as well as a number of other items!
Please CLICK ON THIS LINK to sign up to donate items needed for
our buckets.
Donations are due by Wednesday, September 7 so we can prep for
the project!
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From the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Mission Endowment Committee
Strengthening Ministry - Today, Tomorrow, Together
Matthew 13:32 : “It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,
so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
This passage beautifully illustrates an image of something so small growing into a vibrant network and support system. This, in
many ways is symbolic of your Synod Endowment Fund. Since its planting in 2001, the Fund has continued to sprout new branches
and has supported dozens of ministries by:
1. Encouraging whole life stewardship
2. Strengthening and resourcing the ministry of the synod and
3. Enhancing the ministry of the synod in addition to, and apart from, its yearly operating budget, with emphasis on, but not limited
to:
 Strengthening congregational vitality
 Developing ministry for the next generation and
 Equipping and supporting new leaders through seminary debt assistance, training,
 and lay leader development
Since inception, the fund has grown to almost a half million dollars and has gifted over two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. In the
last five years, the Endowment Fund has made gifts to ministries totaling over $200,000 with $81,000 of that total given toward Seminary debt assistance.
This year alone, the Endowment Fund gifted over $47,000 to various congregations and ministries with almost $20,000 of that total
going to Seminary debt assistance. As you can see, the Endowment Fund has been actively supporting ministries throughout the
church by not only speaking of God’s Love but putting that Love into action.
At this years’ April Synod Assembly, the Endowment Fund launched a two-year campaign to raise awareness of the Endowment
Fund and to grow the Fund so that the work of the church and its ministries can continue to be supported and enriched. The theme
for this campaign is: “Strengthening Ministry – Today, Tomorrow, Together” with an emphasis on:
•
•
•

equipping and supporting leaders (seminary debt assistance and training lay leaders)
strengthening congregational vitality
developing ministry for the next generation

The goal over the next two years is to increase the endowment fund by $125,000 and to generate future commitments of an additional $150,000. The Endowment Fund is committed today and into the future to assist and support churches, ministries, and seminarians with their ministry journeys. Therefore, the Endowment Fund is asking for your partnership through a gift to help ministries of the church in their journey. Gifts may be cash or an optional future financial commitment. Whether you have much to give
or a small amount to share, leaving a gift through the Today, Tomorrow, Together campaign will have long lasting impact. Together we are responding to the story of God’s generosity in the world.
The Endowment Fund is only able to do all this great work because of people just like you who chose to make a gift to the Synod
Endowment Fund. Because of your generosity, incredible stories are unfolding, and lives are being touched. It is truly God’s Work,
Our Hands.
For more information or to make a gift, please contact the Synod Office or visit the Synod Website at: http://nwswi.org/giving
The image in Matthew 13:32 gives us a promise of new growth, strength, and support. We know that the church in ten years will look
far different than it does today. We know that we need to do more to support those changes within ministries and prepare church
leaders for the future. Because of your generosity, the smallest of seeds can become the strongest of trees. Thank you for your
continued support of the Northwest Synod Mission Endowment Fund.
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Thank you everyone who contributed to National Night Out at HOPE!
It was great success thanks to everyone’s hard work.
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VBS Fun!
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“Wednesdays of Hope,” our midweek faith formation opportunity, resumes
next month! All K-10th+ grade youth (members AND friends) are invited to participate in either Faith Adventures (K-5) or Confirmation (6-10+). Additional parents and adults are needed to assist with teaching, projects, and outings!
We are using a session format for this year. Families are able to register for 1,
2, or all 3 sessions! BEGINNING TODAY YOU CAN REGISTER HERE!

Important dates!
 Wednesday, August 10: Online Registration Opens
 9.11.22: God’s Work, Our Hands Kick-Off Sunday & in-person registra-

tion (9:30AM)

 9.14.22: Opening Campfire Cook-Out & Orientation (6-7PM)
 9.21.22: First night of Session 1 learning (6-7PM)
 Session 1: September 21- November 16
 Session 2: January 18- February 22

 Session 3: April 19-May 10

In addition to our main sessions we will have additional service learning, art,
milestone, and fun event nights throughout the year! All are welcome!
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Bring yourselves & your backpacks for a special blessing!
Ice Cream Social to follow!

The August 8th Blood Drive was very successful.
Products collected: 6 Power Red and 27 Whole Blood
Products. All but 4 of the slots were filled.
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REDO OF JULY 31 CONVERSATION: SUNDAY, AUGUST 14
“GOVERNMENT & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT” & Next Steps for HOPE
Here are some additional resources for discussion :
A Social Message on Government and Civic Engagement in the United
States:
Discipleship in a Democracy
Study Guide
Development of Social Statement on Government & Civic Engagement Timeline
Info about Task Force Members for this new statement
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Did you know that you can volunteer to help with parts of worship
AT ANY TIME!!!
Use THIS GOOGLE DOC LINK to sign-up to assist with our inperson worship!
Greeters, readers, communion set-up & servers, acolytes, ushers,
Assisting Ministers & coffee fellowship hosts are all needed!
We pray you seriously consider serving your faith family in this way!
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Please lift up the following people in prayer
The Grant Family (Friends of Olive Olson)
Milo Oppegard
Kevin Rodewald & family (Jeff Rodewald’s brother)
David Stageberg (Carolyn Jackson’s brother-in-law)
Bill Warner and family
Carin Perkins (Faye Perkins sister)
David Boock (Relative of the Boocks)
Jerome Rodewald (Jeff Rodewald’s father)
Thomas & Dawn Wirth (Tessa Van Overbeke’s parents)
Nicholas Simpson (Boock family friend)
Chuck Eaton
Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin)
Ruth Sylte (Nancy Sailer’s cousin)
Kathy Granquist (Karen Brohaugh’s niece)
Barbara McIntosh (Joe McIntosh’s mother)
Linda & Jesse Annoye Family (Relatives of Debra James)
Greg Rosenthal (Relative of Karen Brohaugh)
Boyd Huppert (Rodewald family member)
Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend)
Tom Roycraft (Grant Klacan’s Father-in-Law)
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie)
Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery)
Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt)
Judy Karshbaum
Gary Siebold
David Hendrickson
Jim and Ila June Pratt
Jerry Brandt
Jon Boyce
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts)
Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks)
Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum)
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August Birthdays

Name

Date

Mitch Nelson
Verna Tweiten
Samuel Leisz
Morgan Leitch
Amelia Forward
Natalie Leisz
Brynn Leitch
Steve Kaste
Lucy Meier
Lauren Ziebarth
Angela Bohnert
Paula Klacan
Keith Getschel
Lisa Rydland

1-Aug
1-Aug
5-Aug
9-Aug
10-Aug
13-Aug
13-Aug
18-Aug
20-Aug
24-Aug
25-Aug
25-Aug
26-Aug
29-Aug

August Baptisms
Joseph McIntosh
Kay Montgomery
Betty Lou Oppegard
Camryn Shea
Tanner Heinselman
Cameron Leitch
Alexis Rehbein
Avery Tokheim

August Anniversaries

Name
Richard & Carolyn Jackson
Kermit & Sharon Paulson
David & Nancy Peters
Milo & Betty Lou Oppegard
Jeff & Karen Rodewald
Grete & Chad Rehbein
Russ & Keri Jiskra
Jeremy & Traci Wolfe

Date
2-Aug
26-Aug
26-Aug
10-Aug
31-Aug
15-Aug
24-Aug
12-Aug

Celebrating
Years
61
61
61
54
37
13
3
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UPDATE TO HOPE’S COVID GUIDELINES
3.16.22 Update
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous
in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. -Psalm 118: 1,23-24
On Tuesday, March 15, the HOPE ministry council met and discussed our next most faithful steps in responding to
Covid-19. Early in the pandemic, we committed to following the advice put forth by our local health department
professionals, specifically that of the St. Croix County Health Department. So, today we are excited to announce
an update to our Covd protocols, in alignment with the St.Croix County Health Department’s update effective on
March 7, 2022!
You can find the SCCHD most recent information at the following links:
Current Covid-19 Guidance
Current Coivd-19 County Level to determine current guidance
HOPE will follow the county’s active recommendations based on this chart:

We are currently in a LOW (Green) level in our county, so HOPE is currently making masks optional inside our
building.
As we move forward, we definitely enter a “new normal.” We trust God to offer new ministry possibilities as we
continue faithfully navigating this unique season! As we make this next faithful step, we encourage you to keep
the following in mind:
1. While masks are optional as of TODAY, our masking policy WILL LIKELY CHANGE BASED ON RISK LEVEL. Please
be prepared to be flexible as needed.
2. Please be respectful of the individual/family choice to wear or not wear a mask. There is no need for additional commentary about someone’s choice. Trust that every person is making the best choice for themselves.
Please still be respectful of people’s personal space. This is a big adjustment for some people, and a simple, “is it
ok if I hug you?” or “Is it ok for me to sit by you?” goes a long way. It is ok to tell someone you are not yet comfortable with close contact.
A few other notes:
1. Holy Communion: We began processing forward for the celebration of Holy Communion. Pastor will once
again distribute the elements to you, with some offered for you to pick up if you prefer. As always, the pastor can
come to you as needed! For those worshiping from home, please remember the Eucharist is intended to be celebrated in Christian community, within the context of worship, and at-home communion is being practiced only
until we can all safely return together. Pastor is always available for homebound communion visits.
2. Offering:We will resume passing the offering plate for in-person worship as soon as we have ushers to assist.
Online giving opportunities remain in perpetuity and you are encouraged to sign up!
Fellowship Time: We have been able to have fellowship for many weeks now, but have not had people willing to
serve it. We would LOVE to resume this practice. You can sign up to host this time on our HOPE Worship Volunteer Sign-Up
1. Hand Hygiene: In light of updates for Holy Communion and Offering, please continue to practice good hand
hygiene, taking advantage of the hand sanitizers placed around the sanctuary.
Pastor Annie strongly encourages everyone who is eligible to do so, to receive a vaccine.

