UPDATE TO HOPE’S COVID GUIDELINES
3.16.22 Update
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! This is the Lord’s doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. -Psalm 118:
1,23-24
On Tuesday, March 15, the HOPE ministry council met and discussed our next most faithful steps in
responding to Covid-19. Early in the pandemic, we committed to following the advice put forth by our local
health department professionals, specifically that of the St. Croix County Health Department. So, today we are
excited to announce an update to our Covd protocols, in alignment with the St.Croix County Health
Department’s update effective on March 7, 2022!
You can find the SCCHD most recent information at the following links:
• Current Covid-19 Guidance
• Current Coivd-19 County Level to determine current guidance
HOPE will follow the county’s active recommendations based on this chart:

We are currently in a LOW (Green) level in our county, so HOPE is currently making masks optional inside
our building.
As we move forward, we definitely enter a “new normal.” We trust God to offer new ministry possibilities as we
continue faithfully navigating this unique season! As we make this next faithful step, we encourage you to keep
the following in mind:
1. While masks are optional as of TODAY, our masking policy WILL LIKELY CHANGE BASED ON RISK
LEVEL. Please be prepared to be flexible as needed.
2. Please be respectful of the individual/family choice to wear or not wear a mask. There is no need for
additional commentary about someone’s choice. Trust that every person is making the best choice for
themselves.
3. Please still be respectful of people’s personal space. This is a big adjustment for some people, and a
simple, “is it ok if I hug you?” or “Is it ok for me to sit by you?” goes a long way. It is ok to tell someone
you are not yet comfortable with close contact.
A few other notes:
1. Holy Communion: We began processing forward for the celebration of Holy Communion. Pastor will
once again distribute the elements to you, with some offered for you to pick up if you prefer. As always,
the pastor can come to you as needed! For those worshiping from home, please remember the
Eucharist is intended to be celebrated in Christian community, within the context of worship, and athome communion is being practiced only until we can all safely return together. Pastor is always
available for homebound communion visits.
2. Offering:We will resume passing the offering plate for in-person worship as soon as we have ushers to
assist. Online giving opportunities remain in perpetuity and you are encouraged to sign up!
3. Fellowship Time: We have been able to have fellowship for many weeks now, but have not had
people willing to serve it. We would LOVE to resume this practice. You can sign up to host this time on
our HOPE Worship Volunteer Sign-Up

4. Hand Hygiene: In light of updates for Holy Communion and Offering, please continue to practice good
hand hygiene, taking advantage of the hand sanitizers placed around the sanctuary.
5. Pastor Annie strongly encourages everyone who is eligible to do so, to receive a vaccine.

