
1 

 

    

 
HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing 

with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 

As the Spirit gathers us this morning from our many locations, you are invited to create your at-home altar table:  
  Add liturgical color to your space The color for today is blue 
  Add a candle (or two) This is a reminder of the light of Christ among us 
  Add a small cross to your space Consider making/drawing one if needed 
  Prepare your table for the meal Include wine or fruit juice and break or crackers 

 

 

 
 

 

Advent 2: Sunday, December 5: “Freedom Is Coming”  
“Freedom is Coming” is a South African freedom song from the anti-apartheid movement. It became 
part of global hymnody in the 1980s. Its call-and-response format reminds singers of the interdependent 
nature of freedom in Christ and echoes John the Baptist’s call in the wilderness to prepare the way of 
the Lord.  
Resources: Learn more about “Freedom is Coming” and South African freedom songs in general from C. Michael Hawn in “History of Hymns: ‘O Freedom’ 
and ‘Freedom is Coming’” (https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-o-freedom-and-freedom-is-coming) and “History of Hymns: 
‘Siyahamba’” (https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/history-of-hymns-siyahamba). You can also read about freedom songs in the Canterbury Dictionary 
of Hymnology (subscription required, https://hymnology.hymnsam.co.uk/s/south-african-freedom-songs).  
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GATHER 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 
who lifts up the lowly, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of self in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 
inheritors of the eternal promise, 
and recipients of divine mercy. 
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn          ELW 239 

 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
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Kyrie     to the tune of Come Thou Long Expected Jesus ELW #254 

 
 

Glory to God    to the tune of Angels We Have Heard on High ELW #289 
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Each week  
as we approach the Advent  
of our Savior Jesus Christ 
on Christmas, 
we acknowledge what God’s people  
have always known: 
Even when God is active in this world, 
hope is a work in progress. 
 
Each candle on our wreath 
represents a person  
or a place 
or a moment in time 
that still awaits God’s goodness. 
 
Yet we are witnesses to God’s work in this world. 
Just as a small spark  
can give new life to a dead wick, 
we believe 
the fire of God’s presence 
can ignite God’s purpose in this place.  
 
God, through your love, 
a familiar light 
can banish the fear of the other; 
 
Through your love, 
the warmth of good cheer 
can extinguish cold-hearted injustice. 
 
Through your love, 
the song of faith 
can rekindle hope for the hopeless. 
We light this candle  
as a small act of our great anticipation. 
 
The candle is lit. 
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Candle Lighting Hymn        ACS 903 vs 1 
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Prayer of the Day: 
God who is already among us, yet is the One for whom we wait, 
help us to prepare for you. 
In our hearts, 
in our homes, 
in our world, 
let us lift what is low 
and smooth what is rough, 
so that for each person we meet, 
your presence is so apparent  
they can’t help but sing for joy. 
Amen. 
 

Each candle we light is a sign:  
in a world so thirsty for mercy, God’s love spreads like fire. 
 
Each unlit candle reminds us that God’s healing  

has not yet fully spread throughout the earth. 
How long must this world wait to see God’s glory? 
 
You are God’s people,  
called to serve this world and to let your light shine. 
Let the fire of justice burn in your heart, for the dead still cry  
for the flicker of new life we carry. 
“My Heart Shall Sing: An Advent Series about Beginnings and Endings” Advent Candle Lighting by Rev. Justin Kosec. Prayers of the Day written by the Revs. Justin 
Kosec, Victoria Larson, Kathryn Pocalyko, and Emily Trubey-Weller and is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0. 

 
 

WORD 

First reading from the book of Malachi 3: 1-4 
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says 
the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and 
as in former years. 
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Luke 1: 68-79 
Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your people and set them free.  
You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of your servant David.   
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our enemies,  
from the hands of all who hate us,  
to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.   
This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  
free to worship you without fear, holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.   
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.  
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way 
of peace. 
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Second reading from the book of Philippians 1: 3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 
because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began 
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way 
about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  (to the tune of Joy to the World ELW # 267)  
Alleluia! To God we go! 
With joy we praise your name! 
You have the words, of everlasting life. 
Allelu, Allelu! 
Allelu, Allelu! 
Alle, Alle, Alleluia!  
 
 

Gospel  
The Holy Gospel according to Luke 3: 1-6 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod 
was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,  
and the crooked shall be made straight,  
and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Children’s Message         Pastor Erin 
 
Sermon           Pastor Erin 
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Hymn of the Day:           ACS 903 
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Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s presence. 
A brief silence. 
You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, deacons, 
and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your grace. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care, and bring us 
into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have lost parents, 
spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are oppressed. Make 
them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion 
to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant them healing and wholeness. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard 
questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to Jesus in all 
things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered. Confident that 
your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of our 
hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

 
Offering 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even as we gather in different ways during this season!  Here are ways to 
share God’s abundance: 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App:  Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 

 
Offertory   
During this time the Pastor sets the table for Eucharist. You are invited to help set the table in your own space 
making sure your bread, wine/fruit juice is ready and poured. Pastor will give further instructions. 

 
Offertory Music   
Offertory Hymn            ACS 915  
             vs 1&3 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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Offering Prayer 
God of our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives 
to the service of all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen. 

 
Communing Together  
As we make the faithful choice to worship from home in care of our neighbor, we acknowledge that this time is 
unprecedented. As Lutherans we confess that it is necessary to be gathered together as the body of Christ to celebrate this 
Holy Meal. So, in this time we trust that Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, is faithfully present with us across time and space to 
unite us from our many tables into one body with Him. We acknowledge this is an extraordinary way to celebrate the 
Eucharist in an extraordinary time and, in hope, we commit to our joyful return to one table together when it is safe to do so.  
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The Great Thanksgiving (sung to the tune of O Come All Ye Faithful ELW #283) 
The Lord be with you 
And with you, His servant. 
Oh, come let us lift our hearts unto the Lord. 
With hearts uplifted, thanks to Him we render; 
With joy we come before Him, 
In gratefulness implore Him, 
With thankful hearts adore Him evermore!  
 
 

Preface 
It is indeed right to give you thanks and praise,  
Composer of the Universe, 
through Jesus Christ, your only Son. 
His victory song has shattered death 
and resounds to every corner of creation, 
filling us with the hope for his coming again. 
Even as we wait for that trumpet blast, 
we join our voices with earth and sea, 
  and their chorus of creatures; 
  with angels bands and rolling spheres; 
  with saints who stand by a crystal sea, 
in one unending hymn: 
 

Holy Holy Holy (to the tune of Hark the Herald Angels Sing ELW # 270) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord! God of hosts, by all adored! 
Heav’n and earth cannot contain, All the glory of Your Name! 
Hail, hosanna, God most high! Blest is He who now draws nigh 
In the name of God and King! Hallelujahs glad we sing: 
Hail hosanna! Praises due be forever, Lord, to You! 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Great God, Alpha and Omega, 
in the songs of Moses and Miriam, in the canticles of Mary and Zechariah, 
you tell us how your chosen endings harmonize with new beginnings: 
  where the hungry are fed   the powerful are cast down 
  the imprisoned are freed and the world is turned. 
In the cacophony of this and every age, your people have heard snatches of that divine melody. 
We have tried to join, but our voices tremble with fear, and sin, and failure. 
So in the fullness of time you sent to us your own Son, Jesus Christ, 
whose birth was announced by a choir of angels 
whose life reverberated with healing and liberation, 
and who opened the gates of death so that we could open our lips at last 
and join in your redeeming song. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his life, death, and resurrection, 
we proclaim the mystery of our faith 
with audacious expectation: 
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Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Filled with confidence in his promise, we dare to look for signs of his coming and of his presence already here: 
  in bread and wine 
  in this gathered Body 
  in this yearning world, 
  in this meal, where he is Host and Guest. 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
Come, Lord Jesus! 
  
And come, Holy Spirit, 
to prepare his way. 
Straighten what is crooked in our hearts and in our world. 
Bless these gifts 
and let us taste the glory of God. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
All honor and glory are yours, 
God in Trinity and Unity, 
God of songs and silences, 
God of beginnings and endings, from now until the end of time. 
Amen. 
“My Heart Shall Sing: An Advent Series about Beginnings and Endings” Eucharistic Prayer A by Barn Geese Worship is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (to the tune of It Came Upon the Midnight Clear) 
 

Our Father, Lord on heav’ns high throne,  
Most holy be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done 
On earth-In heav’n the same. 
Give us this day the food we need; Forgiven may we be; 
Into temptation do not lead; From evil set us free. 
Yours is the kingdom unto You In grateful love we bow; 
And Yours the pow’r; Lord, let us view Your mighty presence now. 
The glory Yours; Your praise be sung By angel hosts and men 
In every land, by every tongue Forevermore! Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
There is a place for you at the banquet. 
Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
 
As you share at-home communion in your home either hear these words from Pastor Annie or, if gathered with others, say 
these words to one another: 
This is the body of Christ given for you. (Amen/Thanks be to God) 
This is the blood of Christ shed for you. (Amen/ Thanks be to God) 
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Lamb of God       (to the tune of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel) 
 

 
 

 
Post Communion Blessing 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious and abundant God, 
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 
In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 
In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
The God of hope 
fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn            ELW 254 

 
 

Sending 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude  
 
 
Special thanks to today’s worship volunteers 
Pianist: Phil Klacan 
Assisting Minister: John Hamilton 
Reader 

A/V: Ryan Brill, Don Leisz, Lisa Ziebarth 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Season of Advent - Pick up your devotionals 
Advent begins November 28. In preparation for the birth of Christ, prepare your minds by 
reading weekly devotions, and daily verses or prayers from the Advent calendars. Choose 
one devotional Advent Study booklet per family and one or two (please choose two 
different ones) Advent calendars from the table inside the sanctuary. Then check your 
name off the list provided, so we know which families have received them. If you wish, 
stop by the little tree near the door and select a Good Gifts ornament to take home and 
hang on your tree. Rather than sending the money in on your own, submit it to HOPE 
designating  it for the item on your ornament. These Good Gifts support ELCA ministries 
worldwide.  If you would like the materials delivered to your home please notify Olive via 
email at hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com or call her at 715-425-9750. 

Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Gordon Hendrickson (Mary Thompson’s brother) 
Boyd Huppert (Rodewald family member) 

Keith Brill (Ryan’s grandfather) 
Family of Darcy Livingston (Naomi & Jerry Brand’s Daughter) 
Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend) 
Jean Loudon and Family 
Mary Thompson and Family 
Tom Roycraft (Grant Klacan’s father-in-law) 
Katie Drablos (cousin of Linda Jacobson) 

Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie) 
Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery) 
Kris Miner (Friend of Faye Perkins) 
Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 
Duane Hall (friend of the Brohaughs) 
Judy Karshbaum 
Gary Siebold 
David Hendrickson  
Jim and Ila June Pratt 
Jerry Brandt 
Jon Boyce 
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 
Fred Schmidt and family (Relatives of the Boocks) 
Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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Looking Ahead at HOPE 

Monday 
December 6th  

1:00 – Congregational Life Ministry Meeting 
7:00 – Worship Ministry Meeting 

Tuesday 
December 7th  

11:05 – Coffee & Faithful Conversation 
7:00 – Communication Ministry Meeting 

 
Wednesday 

December 8th  

12:00 – Education Ministry Meeting 
6:00 – Worship & Opening 
6:00 - 7:00 Faith Adventures 
6:00 - 7:30 Confirmation 

Sunday 
December 12th  

9:30 – Sunday Service – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
4:00 – Carols & Candles You-Tube Encore Presentation  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO-BAKE BAKE SALE - Sponsored by Congregation Life 
In support of the Backpack Program we are having a NO-BAKE BAKE SALE 
 

Please submit one recipe for an item that you would normally donate to the bake sale.  
In return you will receive a document with all the recipes that have been submitted in 
time for your holiday baking.   
Your recipe should be submitted to Olive by  December 8th   
 

You can make a donation of monies to Olive (if donating by check please put on the 
memo line Bake Sale) at the HOPE office by December 20th.  in return for your 
donation she will send you a document of all recipes 
  

Direct any questions to Olive at hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com or 715-425-9750. 

HOPE’S Advent Adventures: Round 2-2021 
This Advent season HOPE’s Mission team is inviting you to join us in Advent 
Adventures: Round 2. We are once again taking part in ELCA’s Good Gifts 
opportunities to help in different ways in 88 countries including the USA.  
  
Week 1 – Nov 28–Dec 4—Refugee Emphasis   
Please give what you can during this first week of Advent. Whenever you read the 
word refugee, think  "Child of God" when you prayerfully choose to help the 13,000 
Afghan people now housed at Fort McCoy. Worldwide a $20 gift will feed 10 at a soup 
kitchen; $50 will feed a refugee family for one week. Please designate where you 
would like your gift to go. 
  
Week 2 – Dec 5–11—Clinic Visit for a Child—$10 
All monies collected during the week will be used to purchase clinic visits for children. 
In addition, take an ornament from the tree to go along with the clinic visit by 
purchasing a vaccination for a child ($30). 


