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HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing 

with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday, September 26, 2021 
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

Sky Sunday 

WELCOME 
 

SKY SUNDAY  

Welcome! We worship this Sunday with the skies. We celebrate with the clouds, the winds, the dusk, and the 

dawn. We listen to the sounds of sky proclaiming God’s presence. We stand in awe before the vast reaches 

above us, and we thank God for the fragile stardust we call Earth. 
 

INVOCATION & CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of God, who colors the sky, 
the name of Christ, who died under dark skies, 
and the name of the Spirit, the wind in the sky. Amen. 
Holy! Holy! Holy! 
Sky is filled with God’s presence. 
 
Christ, we come to into your presence, today, 
to worship in this sanctuary called Earth, 
Holy! Holy! Holy! 
Earth is filled with your presence. 

 

Gathering Hymn          ELW 878 
            Vs 1-2, 4-5 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (spoken)  
As we come home to Earth, 
Christ, have mercy. 
As we seek to love our home, 
Christ, have mercy. 
As we seek to care for our planet, 
Christ, have mercy 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE          ELW 214 
The assembly sings the refrain, the assisting minister leads the verses 

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God, our Creator, as we look into the skies we celebrate the wonder of the worlds that surround us. Help 
us to see your presence in the evening sky, to see your spirit in the wind, and to see your mercy in the 
falling rain. Rejoice with us as we behold the dawn revealing the mysteries of the skies above and Earth 
below. In the name of Christ who unites heaven and Earth. Amen. 
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WORD 
The First Reading from the book of Jeremiah 4:23-28 
I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. 
I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro.  
I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled.  
I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins before the LORD, before his 
fierce anger.  
For thus says the LORD: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. Because of this the 
earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented 
nor will I turn back. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 19: 1-6 
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.  
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.  
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;  
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,  
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with 
joy.  
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 

 
Second Reading from the book of Philippians 2: 9-13 
Therefore God also highly exalted him  
and gave him the name  
that is above every name,  
so that at the name of Jesus  
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue should confess  
that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.  
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (from ELW service of the word) 

 



5 

 

The Holy Gospel According to Mark 15:33-39  
Glory to you ,O Lord 
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o'clock Jesus cried 
out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?"  
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." And someone ran, filled a 
sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to take him down." Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed 
his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" 
The Gospel of the Lord, Praise to you, O Christ 
 

Children’s Message                Pastor Annie 
 

Sermon                  Pastor Annie 
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Hymn of the Day             ELW 627 
              vs.1-4, *with alternate texts for 2-4* 
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A Creation Creed: 
L: We affirm our faith together using this special Creation Creed, alternating as directed: 
Women:  We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things. 
 
Men: We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a home for us  
          to share with our kin. 
 
Women We believe that God became flesh and blood, became a part of Earth, a human being  
called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died on a cross, for all human 
beings and for all creation. 
 
Men We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation reconciling all things to  
God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. 
 
Women We believe the Spirit renews life in creation groans in empathy with a suffering creation, and waits 
with us for the rebirth of creation. 
 
All:  We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church and its ministry. Bless the newly baptized and encourage them in their journey of faith. 
Sustain all members of the body of Christ in lives of prayer, service, and worship. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for natural wonders of your creation (local waterways, forests, and natural areas may be named). 
Restore damaged forests, waterways and natural habitats and lead us to be good stewards of what you have 
provided. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for those in authority. Give them wise minds and compassionate hearts. Strengthen in them a desire 
to protect the vulnerable and care for those underserved. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for those who are struggling with cancer, dementia, or any other disease. Provide them with peace 
and resilience for the days ahead. Sustain caregivers with energy and patience. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We pray for the worship leaders of this congregation: musicians, readers, acolytes, and ushers (other roles 
may be added to reflect your context). Bless us through their ministry and grant them the passion to continue in 
their service. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We give thanks for all your saints, those we have loved and known and those from every time and place. 
Continue to guide us by their example and reassure us of your promised salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

OFFERING 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue especially as we gather in multiple ways during this season!  Here are 
ways to share God’s abundance: 
 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App: Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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During this time the Pastor sets the table for Eucharist. You are invited to help set the table in your own space 

making sure your bread/crackers, wine/fruit juice is ready and poured. Pastor will give further instructions. 
 
 

OFFERTORY       Special Music by Strings of HOPE 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as an 
expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet 
Earth. 
With all creation, we bless our Creator. Amen. 
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COMMUNING TOGETHER 

As many of us make the faithful choice to worship safely from home in care of our neighbor, we acknowledge that this time 
is unprecedented. As Lutherans we confess that it is necessary to be gathered together as the body of Christ to celebrate 
this Holy Meal. So, in this time we trust that Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, is faithfully present with us across time and space 
to unite us from our many tables into one body with Him. We acknowledge this is an extraordinary way to celebrate the 
Eucharist in an extraordinary time and, in hope, we commit to our joyful return to one table together when it is safe to do so. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORDS PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come, for all things are now ready. 
Come to the table with all your kin and share with all in need:  
the gift of healing for those in pain, the gift of forgiveness for those in sin, the gift of assurance for those in 
doubt, and the gift of hope for those in tears.  
May we who share these gifts share Christ with one another and all our kin. 

 
Communion Hymn           ELW 838 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER 
Lord of life, 
We thank you for the meal we have celebrated with you and we pray that through your body and blood 
we may be healed and become agents of healing for Earth. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
BENEDICTION 
May the Spirit of God, who is above all and in all and through all, 
fill you with the knowledge of God’s presence in sky and Earth and the knowledge of Christ within you. 
In the name of the one + in whom all things are reconciled and renewed. Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn           ELW 881  
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SENDING 
Go in peace! Serving Christ and tending Earth! 
We go in peace, serving Christ and tending Earth. Thanks be to God.  

Postlude  
 
Special thanks to today’s worship leaders: 

Pianist: Phil Klacan 
Assisting Minister Bill Montgomery 
Reader: Linda Yde 
Ushers:   
Communion Prep: Michael Stang & Jack Stang 
Communion Assistants: Dick & Carolyn Jackson 
A/V Support: Ryan Brill, Don Leisz, Lisa Ziebarth 
 
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under  One License  #A-731585. 
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SB155603 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Looking Ahead at HOPE 

Monday 
September 27th  

 
All Day – Pastor at  

Tuesday 
September 28th  

 
All Day – Pastor at  

Wednesday 
September 29th 

 
6:00 – Wednesday Night Worship 

Friday 
October 1st 

 
All Day – Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

Sunday 
October3rd 

9:30 – Sunday Service 
10:30 – Blessing of the Animals 
10:45 – Property Ministry Meeting  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Darcy Livingston (Naomi & Jerry Brand’s Daughter) 
Vernie Hagestuen and family (Nancy Sailer’s Aunt & family) 

Teajai Schmidt (Boock family friend) 
Linda Hidding (Nancy Sailer’s cousin) 

Jean Loudon and Family 
Mary Thompson and Family 
Tom Roycraft (Father of Emily Roycraft & Grant Klacan’s future father-in-law) 

Katie Drablos (cousin of Linda Jacobson) 

Steve Kaste 
Rev. Sarah Mayer-Flatt (Friend of Pastor Annie) 

Dave Hallquist (Friend of Bill Montgomery) 

Kris Miner (Friend of Faye Perkins) 

Barb Grubba (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Duane Hall (friend of the Brohaughs) 

Judy Karshbaum 
Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott) 

Gary Siebold 
Oak and Kirsten Reile (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  
Jim and Ila June Pratt 
Jerry Brandt 
Jon Boyce 
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn & Fred Schmidt (Relatives of the Boocks) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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Farm Fresh Eggs! - Help support our youth going to the National Youth 
Gathering in Minneapolis in July, 2022.  
Eggs are raised at Jeff & Karen Rodewald’s with a suggested donation of $3/dozen.  
They are located just inside the church with a donation jug sitting next to them. 
100% of your donation will go to help defray expenses in sending our youth to this 
amazing event! 

Annual AAUW Book Sale – The AAUW Book Sale is the last three weeks of October - Thursdays 
(10-7), Fridays (10-7) and Saturdays (10-4) at the former Global Made, 126 N. Main. 
You can bring donations to Family Fresh and Dick’s Market in River Falls and Country Market in 
Hudson after September 1st. 
Drop off large quantities at the sale site on Wednesdays (4 to 6) and Saturdays (10 to 12 ) - 
September 1st through October 9th.  Proceeds will be used for scholarships.   
Thank you for your support. 

SEASON OF CREATION ANIMAL SHELTER COLLECTION!  - The final Sunday of our 
“Season of Creation” is October 3! As part of our “Blessing of the Animals” we are collecting 
items for our local animal shelters! You can bring in your items any time between now and 
October 3 and items will be blessed during worship! Here are a list of items we are collecting: 
For Woodbury Humane Society:  

• Clean bath towels 

• Leads, leashes, and collars 

• Gentle leaders, medium and large sizes 

• Unopened pet food and treats in containers/bags weighing less than 10 pounds (no 
prescription food) 

• Baby food with meat (for sick cats) 

• Kongs, all sizes but especially the larger ones 

• Newspaper (unshredded) 

• Greenie’s Pill Pockets 
For Coco's Heart in Hudson is as follows: 

• New or gently used: kennels, beds, blankets, unopened food, and toys  

SAVE THE DATE: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27!  
Trunk Sign-Up info to come soon!!! 
We are seeking 1-2 people/a family willing to  
help set up our decorations that afternoon!  

NO COFFEE & FAITHFUL CONVERSATION NEXT WEEK: TUESDAY, 9.28.21 - 

Pastor Annie will be in Trego, WI for the NWSWI Fall Ministry Retreat. 
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