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HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing 

with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
 

 

Holy Humor Sunday 
9:30 Service 
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WELCOME 
 

Call to Worship 
Knock Knock! Who’s there? Hatch. Hatch who? 
God Bless You! 
Knock Knock! Who’s there? Tank. Tank who? 
Tank you Jesus! 
Knock Knock! Who’s there? Reese. Reese who? 
Reese’eve the Holy Spirit! 
 
As Charles Schultz once said, “Humor is proof that everything is going to be alright 
with God.” 
Laughter, therefore, has been implanted in our souls and this means there is 
a time to weep and a time to laugh. Come, let us laugh and worship God 
together. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
Knock Knock! Who’s there? Peas. Peas who? 
Peas be with you! 
 
Gathering Hymn:               ELW 382 
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A Time to Laugh…submitted by Roger Tweiten 
 

A man walks into a library and asks the librarian for books about paranoia.  
She whispers, "They're right behind you!”  
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Prayer of the Day 
O Great Laughing God,  
we come into your presence with joy and longing to be surprised. We thank you that you have given to 
us the gift of laughter and delight. These things give hints as to the nature of your purpose for us and 
for all the earth. May we find that in giving up to laughter there is healing and hope and abundance and 
blessing. Tickle our souls with the brush of your Spirit to renew our worship and our living. Amen. 
 

WORD 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There 
was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: Psalm 133 
 1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 
we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have 
seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be 
complete. 
  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 
do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel According to John 20:19-31 
Glory to you, O Lord 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Children’s Message   

 
 
Sermon           Rev. Sami Johnson 
 

 



6 

 

Hymn of the Day           ELW 635 

 
A Time to Laugh…submitted by Roger Tweiten 
 

A cement mixer and a prison bus crashed on the highway.  
Police advise citizens to look out for a group of hardened criminals. 
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Prayers of the People 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 
us and answer in steadfast love. 
A brief silence. 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it testifies 
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. Restore 
waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole creation the 
promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of your love. 
Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and breathe upon them the 
Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit, that we 
provide for the needs of others especially those served by Our Neighbor’s Place, Turning Point, and the RF 
Food Pantry. Announce your peace to those who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid, especially those on 
our prayer list and those we name before you now aloud or in the silence of our hearts. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community, HOPE Lutheran. Shine the light of the risen 
Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of those who 
now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

OFFERING 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even as we gather in different ways during this season!  Here are 
ways to share God’s abundance: 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App:  Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 
 

Offertory   
 

“Day of Arising”         Phil & Paula Klacan 
 

Offertory Prayer 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we 
offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving for the Word 
Let us pray. 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating an earth of splendor 
and for making us into a people of your own. 
With all the saints who have received your Word 
we worship you, holy God. 
We worship you, holy God. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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We praise you for your eternal Word, 
for conquering the force of death, 
and for raising us up through the resurrection of our 
Lord. 
For your Word alive among us, 
we praise you, living God. 
We praise you, living God. 
 

Breathe the Spirit of the risen Christ on us, 
that led by your Word 
we may honor your earth and its many peoples 
and serve all who are in need. 
For your Word animating our Easter life, 
we bless you, loving God. 
We bless you, loving God. 
 

All worship, praise, and blessing be to you, 
Source of life, Ruler of life, and Power of life, today and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 
Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 

A Time to Laugh…submitted by Roger Tweiten 
What’s the difference between a literalist and a kleptomaniac? 

A literalist takes things literally. 
A kleptomaniac takes things, literally. 
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Blessing 
As you go from here, 

may  ☩ God—our source of our hope— 

fill you up completely with joy and peace 
so that you overflow with hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit! 
Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn           ELW 384 
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Sending 
The Laughing One sends us out, 
To carry the joy of life and love to the world. 
Go out to laugh, to live to love and when you hear a good joke… 
Remember that sharing is a great thing! Amen. 
 

Postlude  
 

 
 
Special thanks to today’s worship leaders: 
Preacher: Rev. Sami Johnson  
Pianists: Heather Johnson and Phil Klacan 
Vocalists: Phil and Paula Klacan 
Readers: Heather and Shane Johnson 
Liturgy: Rev. Annie Ladnier with gratitude to Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Hudson, WI 
Video Editing: Rev. Lucas Ladnier 
A/V Support: Ryan Brill 
 
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under  One License  #A-731585. 
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SB155603 
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Looking Ahead at HOPE 

Monday 
April 12th 

 
1:00 – Congregational Life Meeting 

Tuesday 
April 13th 

11:00 – Coffee & Faithful Conversation with Pastor Annie 
6:30 – Executive Ministry Meeting 

 Wednesday 
April 14th 

 
12:00 - Education 

Friday 
April 16th 

 
All Day – Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday 
April 18th 

 
9:30 – Sunday Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS! - If you are interested in helping to make our Sunday 
LIVESTREAM worship possible, we’d love to incorporate your gifts! Pastor Annie is still 
looking for readers/prayer leaders for the next 4 weeks and we are always open to others 
willing to learn the A/V technology! Check out THIS GOOGLE DOC to sign-up to help!  

Volunteers Needed for Spring Cleaning – Spring cleaning will 
be done at HOPE on Saturday, April 17th at 9:00 am.  We are 
looking for 10 volunteers.  We also need an additional group to 
spread back. 
Please email Susie Rudesill at psrudesill@gmail.com.  

Interested in organic gardening?  HOPE Garden has plots available 
(10’x50’ or 10’x25’).  Garden Rules are on the HOPE website main page 
under announcements.   
If interested, contact psrudesill@gmail.com by April 15th. 

Asylum Family Sunday April 18, 2021 - Hope Mission Ministry Team is 
inviting Hope members to give generously in support of our Asylum Family from 
Guatemala, Heidi and her four children, and other future refugee needs the third 
Sunday of each month.  Hope members have this opportunity and invitation to join 
with other River Falls congregations in this special offering. Your gift can be given 
directly to Hope Lutheran, designated for the Ecumenical Asylum Committee, 
which will then be forwarded to the families through the committee.  
Thank you for your support! 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MIEPvU0T8Xd8HgFbf4Ej7dGBYM5_WeKncCYpp2CyUqQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:psrudesill@gmail.com
mailto:psrudesill@gmail.com

