HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing
with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”.

Sunday, January 10, 2021
Epiphany of Our Lord Sunday
GATHERING
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Tr inity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and
our salvation.
Amen.
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and you created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.
Blessed be God now and forever.
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his
family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised
land.
Blessed be God now and forever.
In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his
own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened
the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and
rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God now and forever.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new life. Wash away the sin of all
those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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Glory to God
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray,
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace,
and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
First Reading Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.
The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God

Psalm 29
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
The LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading Acts 19: 1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found
some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied,
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism. ”Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to
believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied - altogether there were about twelve of them.
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:4-11
Glory to you, O Lord.
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Children’s Message
Sermon

Pastor Annie

Hymn of the Day:

ELW 455

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in
need.
A brief silence.
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness
of sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is revealed
through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers amid
strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength and power wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for the
lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer especially those who are ill or provide care during
this pandemic, for those on our prayer list, and for those we name before you now either aloud or in the silence
of our hearts (brief pause)… that God shower compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students, teachers, and adminstrators returning to school, for those
seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in our
baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always
And also with you
(use this time to share a sign of peace with those you are gathered with, or to send a text message to someone you would
like to share peace with, or use the chat feature on YouTube to share peace with one another!)

OFFERING
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even as we gather in different ways during this season! Here are ways to
share God’s abundance:
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here.
Give by Mobile App: Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022
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Offertory
During this time the Pastor sets the table for Eucharist. You are invited to help set the table in your own space
making sure your bread, wine/fruit juice is ready and poured. Pastor will give further instructions.

Musician’s Choice

Offertory Hymn
Offering Prayer
O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.

COMMUNING TOGETHER
As we make the faithful choice to worship from home in care of our neighbor, we acknowledge that this time is
unprecedented. As Lutherans we confess that it is necessary to be gathered together as the body of Christ to celebrate this
Holy Meal. So, in this time we trust that Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, is faithfully present with us across time and space to
unite us from our many tables into one body with Him. We acknowledge this is an extraordinary way to celebrate the
Eucharist in an extraordinary time and, in hope, we commit to our joyful return to one table together when it is safe to do so.

The Great Thanksgiving

Preface
It is indeed right…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
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Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Beloved: here before us is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus at your table.
Come and be fed.

Post Communion Blessing
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Post Communion Prayer
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
Amen.

Announcements
Blessing
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
Amen.

Sending Hymn

ELW 673
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SENDING
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Special thanks to today’s worship volunteers
Pianist: Betty Lou Oppegard
Assisting Minister: Carl Warren
Reader: Ella and Addyson Wolfe
A/V: Ryan Brill, Jeff Rodewald, Lisa Ziebarth
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under OneLicense #A-731585.
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SB155603

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please lift up the following people in prayer

Roger Hammer (Friend of Bill Montgomery)
James Glaubitz
Candy Simpson (Cameron Shea’s aunt)
Julie Brill (Ryan’s mother)
Barb Grubba (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt)
Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt)
Tim Brill (Ryan’s Father)
Duane Hall (friend of the Brohaughs)
Harold Anderson (Karen Brohaugh’s uncle)
Judy Karshbaum
Becky Anderson (Jan Malaney’s sister)
Barbara McIntosh (Joe McIntosh’s mother)
Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott)
Carol Moenke
Gary Siebold
Oak Reile (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin)
David Hendrickson
Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth)
Jim and Ila June Pratt
Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s father)
Jerry Brandt
Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks)
Jon Boyce
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts)
Marilyn & Fred Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law)
Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald)
Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald)
Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum)
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This Week at HOPE
Sunday
January 10th
Tuesday
January 12th
Friday
January 15th
Sunday
January 17th

11:00 – Executive Ministry Meeting
11:00 – Coffee & Faithful Conversation
All Day – Pastors Sabbath
9:30 – Sunday Service

CONFIRMATION SEEDS OF FAITH ZOOM CLASS: BAPTISM!
WEDNESDAY, JAN 13, 6:30-7:15PM
All youth currently engaged in our Seeds of Faith Confirmation ministry are invited to
attend this 45 minute Zoom Class on Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 6:30PM. This class will
help meet 1 of 2 required experiences for “Baptism Connection” (see page 15 in your
notebook). It is a NEW offering! We’ll spend some time learning and some time just
checking in with one another

Asylum Family Sunday-Sunday, January 17th
Hope Mission Ministry Team is inviting Hope members to give generously in support
of our Asylum Family from Guatemala, Heidi and her four children, and other future
refugee needs the third Sunday of each month. Hope members have this opportunity
and invitation to join with other River Falls congregations in this special offering. Your
gift can be given directly to Hope Lutheran, designated for the Ecumenical Asylum
Committee, which will then be forwarded to the families through the committee. Thank
you for your support!

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS!
If you are interested in helping to make our Sunday LIVESTREAM worship
possible, we’d love to incorporate your gifts! Pastor Annie is still looking for
readers/prayer leaders for the next 4 weeks and we are always open to others
willing to learn the A/V technology! Check out THIS GOOGLE DOC to sign-up to
help!

FAITH ADVENTURE ZOOM ACTIVITY!
SUNDAY, JAN. 31 10:45AM
All pre-k through 5th grade children (& families) are invited to a day of winter Faith
Adventure fun Sunday, Jan. 31 @ 10:45! Camryn Shea and Pastor Annie will lead a
short devo and craft activity as well as a chance to just see each other's smiling faces!!!
Be on the look-out the week prior for a FA Bag delivery of supplies you’ll need!
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