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If I wanted to sow joy, 

I wouldn't use words. 

 

I would turn the music all the way up, 

And push the table against the wall, 

Until we had room to dance. 

 

I would roll the windows down 

And drive you out of town, 

Until fresh air filled your lungs. 

 

I would squeeze your hand 

And look you in the eye, 

So that you would know you are not 

alone. 

 

I’d lay down the picnic blanket and we’d 

look at the stars, 

So that nothing could separate you from 

God’s great beauty. 

 

I’d open my door, like Elizabeth did for 

Mary. 

I’d tell you to stay as long as you’d like. 

Make yourself at home. What’s mine is 

yours. 

 

And maybe we’d sing. And maybe we’d 

laugh. 

And maybe it would be enough to be in 

the presence of God and each other. 

 

If I wanted to sow joy, that’s what I’d do. 

So sing me your song. We’ve got danc-

ing to get to. 

Preparation and love can be the same 

thing.  

 

Sow Joy 

Welcome to the third week of Advent! This year our theme is: “Those Who Dream,” 

inspired by Psalm 126. The opening line reads, “When the Lord restored the for-

tunes of Zion,we were like those who dream.” What does it look like to live as those 

who dream? The prophets, the psalmists, John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Jo-

seph, Simeon, Anna, the shepherds and the Magi—they were all dreamers. They 

received, discovered, and responded to God’s dreams for the world. In Advent, we 

step into the mystery and awe of God’s dreams and pray they shape our reality. 

Take a moment to read Luke 1:46-55. Then reflect on this poem prayer.  
Prayer written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+1%3A46-55&version=NRSV
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Missing that chance to gather together and celebrate the holidays?! 

Then GET EXCITED for our 1st ever HOPE ZOOM Christmas Party!! 

THIS Sunday, Dec. 20th at 10:45 via Zoom! 

THERE WILL BE PRIZES! 

Come prepared with your best virtual Christmas background for our com-

petition! 

You are invited to contribute your best "Covid Christmas Carol"! 

Team games and an impromptu pageant too! 

Don’t be a Grinch! 

Join the fun! 

ALL AGES ARE INVITED!!!  

So grab your coffee or cocoa (or beverage of choice) and a snack and 

join us some fun! 

Simply click "Go to Link" on the Facebook Event page 

or Click HERE! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82164906406?pwd=R0dSQWtEM1F3dmwrQzRBUHhIMGdwQT09


Join Pastor Annie and her colleagues from across the Northwest Synod 

of Wisconsin for a wonderful midweek Advent worship opportunity! 

These brief reflections (15-20 minutes) center on the traditional themes 

of Advent: hope, peace, joy, and love while lifting up the important work 

our synod’s justice teams are doing.  

Check it out on our YouTube channel at 7PM on Wednesdays!  
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https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls


FROM OUR HOME TO YOURS:  
SHARING OUR CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT STORIES 

Every Christmas Uncle Roy created beautiful ornaments for his family. Luckily I’ve [Gwen] inher-
ited a few from my Mom. We love this one especially for its “Silent Night” quality… peace & tran-
quility. His woodsmanship has blessed his church in Appleton, 1

st
 English, with many projects, 

including a processional cross. Special ornaments make special memories.  
Gwen (& Ed) Paulson 

Back in the 70’s my [Paula’s] mother (who was quite the decorator) decided to completely re-

do our Christmas tree. It was to be flocked white (by Dad) and decorated with red satin balls 

and red cardinals- very striking with our red couch and harvest gold carpeting! 

The tree looked lovely but a tree covered with red feathered cardinals was a great attraction to 

our two Siamese cats. The cats removed them, battered them, chewed on them and yet every 

year, for many years after, my mother would put them back on the tree-no matter how bad 

they looked. I think that they reminded her of wonderful family times of the past. 

After she died I was left to sort through things and came across the bag od cardinals. They 

brought a smile to my face and I saved some of them. Each year when I put them on the tree I 

think of my creative, lovely mother and her sense of humor. No matter how “battered about” I/

we get throughout the year, there will always be at least one “ratty” cardinal on my tree! 

-Paula (& Phil) Klacan 

These ornaments were purchased at Marshall Field in Chicago for our first Christmas Tree, 1962.               
-Nancy & David Peters 



2 Angel ornaments craft projects: one made of recycled beads from jewelry, the other made of 
ribbon. Angels, like people, so alike, yet different. -Susie & Doug Rudesill 

Angel playing a violin: Music is truly a universal language shared and enjoyed by all people. 
We are united with our love of music. -John & Karen Hamilton 

The little red and green heart ornament was a gift from Hmong friends, many years ago.  
The Vang family came to the U.S. from Laos and my [Karen’s] church in Forest Lake sponsored 
them.  I was blessed to help them learn English. They wanted to learn to cook some American 
food so I helped them grocery shop and cook food like spaghetti- they loved it! 
The ornament is an example of the beautiful stitchery the Hmong people do.  
The Vangs blessed my life and I treasure their friendship 

Karen (& Bernie) Brohaugh 

This sweet ornament is an angel made just for our tree from Rosemary Nelson. Rose was here to 
help lead our service on Dec. 13

th
 and was inspired by the stories of other ornaments and so wished  

they had brought one from their home! 
 She fixed that problem right away and made this in the Little Disciples room during worship!  

FROM OUR HOME TO YOURS:  
SHARING OUR CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT STORIES 
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THE UPPER ROOM: A HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY!!! 
  

All high school youth are invited to a special space, “The Upper Room,” JUST FOR YOU, put 

together by the Synod Youth Board. This is a group of fellow high school students who have 

planned and created this place together. The Upper Room will be a gathering of high school 

youth with an opportunity to connect, share, read scripture, and pray together. Some gather-

ings will include time to discuss important and relevant issues and hear from various guest  

speakers. Mark your calendar for the next event: Christmas Party December 20!  

For more info and the Zoom link go HERE!  

HOPE’S OFFICE CLOSED OVER THE HOLIDAYS  

In addition to being closed on Fridays, the church office will be closed Dec. 24, 30, and 31.  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Upper_Room_Flyer.pdf
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 Coffee & Faithful Conversation: NEW Link! 

Join Pastor Annie and others every Tuesday morning at 11AM for “Coffee & 

Faithful Conversation.” This time has proved to be incredibly fruitful as many of 

us remain socially distanced from others. We spend time each week checking 

in on one another and engaging a series of faith-based questions/topics as we 

grow in faith together!  

So brew your own cup and join us via Zoom meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09  

Meeting ID: 884 1915 5061 

Passcode:593674 

SUPPORT OUR NO BAKE, BAKE SALE 

Every December, Congregational Life hosts a bake sale to benefit the 
River Falls Backpack Program. In light of Covid-19, we invite you to simp-
ly give a donation via HOPE to the Backpack Program! We are already 
up to $560 to support this important mission in our community! Every dol-
lar is multiplied by 5! Everyone who donates will receive a set of 10+ DE-
LICIOUS holiday recipes from fellow HOPE siblings. While we miss en-
joying baking for one another and sharing treats together, it is our hope 
that you can have “tastes” of some of your favorites from our bake sale! 
Monetary donations to the backpack program are being received now 
through December 20th at HOPE!  (if donating by check please put on 
the memo line Bake Sale). In return for your donation Olive will send you 
a document of our holiday recipes!  Direct any questions to Olive at hope-
lutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com or 715-425-9750 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09


HOPE’S Advent Giving Adventure 
 

This Advent season HOPE’s Missions team is inviting you to join us in an Advent 
Giving Adventure that will take your gifts around the world.  We are taking part in 
ELCA’s Good Gifts opportunities to help in different ways in over 77 countries.  
Sadly, they do not track which countries our donations will go, but know they are 
needed wherever they go. 
There are four Sundays during Advent and the last Sunday of Christmas, January 
3, 2021. We have picked an item to be purchased with monies collected during 
each week of Advent up to the last Sunday of Christmas. 
 
Week 1 – Blankets   
Cost is $10 per blanket.  All the monies collected Sunday, November 29th through 
Saturday, December 5th will be used to purchase blankets. $130 = 13 blankets 
purchased! 
 
Week 2 – Chicks 
The cost of the baby chicks is $10.  All monies collected Sunday, December 6th 
through Saturday, December 12th will be used to purchase baby chicks. 
$120 = 12 Chicks purchased! 
 

Week 3 – Fruit Tree Seedlings 
The cost of the seedlings are $10.  All monies collected Sunday, December 13th 
through Saturday, December 19th will be used to purchase Fruit Tree Seedlings. 
 
Week 4 – School Supplies 

The cost of the bundle of school supplies is $10.00.  All monies collected Sunday, 
December 20th through Saturday, December 26th will be used to buy school supply 
 bundles. 
 
Week 5 – Bibles 

The cost of the bibles is $12.  All monies collected Sunday, December 27th through 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 will be used to buy Bibles. 

You do not need to buy a whole item from the above list.  You can give whatever 
monetary gift you would like and we will purchase as many of said item we can.  
Partial monies left will go to the next give on the calendar and so on.  The Mission 
Team chose items of minimal cost in hopes that the children might be able to par-
ticipate also.  Please do not go out and purchase these items, but send checks to 
HOPE earmarked for "Advent Blanket", "Advent Chicks", etc.   
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Holy Communion in the Time of Pandemic 
 “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,  

you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes… 
For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body  

eats and drinks judgment on himself… 
So then, my brothers when you come together to eat, wait for one another”  

 1 Corinthians 11:26, 29,33 

  

As we make the difficult, but faithful choice to worship from home in care of our neighbor at 
this time, we acknowledge that this time is mostly unprecedented. There is no scripture that specifi-
cally guides us on how to celebrate the Eucharist during a pandemic! So we lean on a few things to 
faithfully guide us: what scripture does say, how Christian history, our theology, and those who have 
navigated similar situations in the past can inform us, and where the Holy Spirit is leading us. 

For the last few months I have spent time in prayerful consideration and study about how best 
to move forward with our celebration of Eucharist in the midst of a pandemic. I have listened to the 
guidance of our synodical and national leadership and wrestled with my own theology of the sacra-
ments. As Lutherans, we confess that it is necessary to be gathered together as the body of Christ to 
celebrate this Holy Meal. In my ordination vows as a minister of word and sacrament, I promised to 
nourish God’s people with the word and sacraments and to hold the celebration of our sacraments 
“in good order.” In the Lutheran church we have two sacraments: Holy Baptism and Holy Commun-
ion. These are always celebrated in the context of our Christian community, except for in the case of 
an extraordinary circumstance, such as a hospitalization or other crisis. It is within this framework 
of understanding that I feel we can faithfully move to the celebration of in-home communion 
while we gather for worship until further notice. This means there will no longer be drive-thru 
communion during cold months. 

This is absolutely an extraordinary circumstance, and as we enter our ninth month of pandem-
ic living, we are called to make some extraordinary adaptations. As we do so, we trust that Jesus, 
through the Holy Spirit, is faithfully present with us across time and space to unite us from our many 
tables into one body with Him. We trust that God welcomes and affirms any attempt of ours to gather 
in Christ’s name to worship and glorify our creator and redeemer. We trust that God IS present, 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, in our online spaces. Christ does join us as we livestream on 
YouTube or share in holy conversation via Zoom, or learn together via webinars. That is just as 
equally holy space, as our physical sanctuary. And we also acknowledge this is an extraordinary way 
to celebrate the Eucharist in an extraordinary time, so in faithful hope, we commit to our return to 
one table together when it is safe to do so, marking that we are not normally called to cele-
brate communion, apart. 

 

PASTOR ANNIE INVITES YOU TO: 

1. Make preparations for the celebration of Holy Communion from your at-home worship space. This 
means, not waiting until Sunday morning, but engaging in a spiritual practice of giving this 
thought ahead of time. If you need to purchase something, please do. 

2. Please have actual bread or crackers ready. 

3. Please have actual wine or fruit juice ready. 

4. Please remember this is a holy meal, so we eat of the bread and drink of the cup in reverence, 
remembering the night in which he was betrayed… 

5. At the appropriate time in the livestreamed worship, lift up the elements with Pastor Annie during 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. If gathered with others, serve one another the bread and 
wine. If gathered solo, know that your Christian community celebrates this meal with you in Spirit. 

6. If you still prefer an in-home communion visit from your pastor, I am happy to do so (distanced 
and masked). Do not hesitate to make this request! 

 

Now, come to the banquet, for all is now ready!   
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Tim Brill (Ryan’s Father) 

Barb Grubba (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Lee Hill (friend of Naomi & Jerry Brandt) 

Duane Hall (friend of the Brohaughs) 

Harold Anderson (Karen Brohaugh’s uncle) 
Judy Karshbaum 
Becky Anderson (Jan Malaney’s sister) 

Barbara McIntosh (Joe McIntosh’s mother) 

Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott) 

Carol Moenke 

Gary Siebold 

Oak Reile (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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December Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Edward & Gwen Paulson 26-Dec 55

Gorden Hedahl & Jean Loudon 31-Dec 37

Gregg & Kari Heinselman 27-Dec 34

December Baptisms

Phillip Klacan

Kristin Eaton

Kari Heinselman

Pastor Annie Ladnier

Robert Perkins-McIntosh

Sawyer Filarsky

Lindsay Getschel

December Birthdays

Kaija Warner 1-Dec

Zoe Tokheim 2-Dec

Alexis Rehbein 3-Dec

Dale Bohnert 5-Dec

Mark Bondhus 5-Dec

Carol Moenke 11-Dec

Wendy Tokheim 11-Dec

Kathleen Berndt 13-Dec

Luke Filarsky 15-Dec

Sara Filarsky 15-Dec

Tyson Tokheim 15-Dec

Karen Hamilton 17-Dec

Grete Rehbein 17-Dec

Gary Siebold 26-Dec

Alyssa Boock 27-Dec

Elizabeth Hansen 27-Dec

Cameron Leitch 27-Dec

Ella Wolfe 29-Dec

Hazel Ladnier 30-Dec


