
Water into Wine, What an Unexpected Blessing! 
 

Read John 2:1-12 (the wedding at Cana) 
This story from John depicts Jesus’ first miracle. It is a beautiful example of an un-

expected blessing. In fact, it appears it is even unexpected to Jesus! How marvelous is it 
that the first miracle Jesus provides is one of sheer, extravagant abundance done in an 
effort to share joy at the wedding feast. Jesus’ intention is to simply help maintain joy- to 
keep the party going! He does so upon the encouragement of someone who loves him, 
using ordinary jugs of water, in order to pleasantly surprise the wedding guests. Imagine 
how grateful you would have been if you were the bride and groom! What an unexpected 
blessing! 

This November we are sharing our “Unexpected Blessings” as we explore what it 
looks like to be generous stewards of all God has entrusted to us. Make sure to check out 
our YouTube channel for wonderful stories from our last two Sunday mornings (November 
8 and 15). This week, Dan Malaney and Dick Jackson share their thoughts on 
“Unexpected Blessings!” 
 
Dan Malaney: 
As a member of Hope, I find unexpected blessings in many ways. Always subtle, but 
blessings nonetheless. It could be the warm smile and handshake when greeted at the 
door. Or the sharing of peace with an unfamiliar face during service. It may be Milo Opper-
gard leading an insightful adult study group after service. Or the anticipation to see what 
treats will be available during the fellowship hour! We are often blessed when Pastor An-
nie delivers a message that offers a new and refreshing perspective of the scripture for 
that day. 
But more than the unexpected, what HOPE offers is the expectation of fellowship and wor-
ship with a like-minded community of believers that brings me joy and comfort. It's that 
which is a true blessing. 
Dan 
 
Dick Jackson (taken from Facebook HOPE Group Page) 
We lived in Papua New Guinea in 1976 and at the PNG Lutheran Church services they 
sang this song:  "Dispela de God i givim mi, mi amamus God stap wontaim mi."  The song 
said that today, God stopped in me and I'm beyond joyful.  The people felt blessed to be a 
blessing.  When Madison Ziebarth talked about her blessing yesterday [Sunday, Novem-
ber 15] at HOPE, she said she went out with the youth group to be a blessing and re-
ceived a blessing in return. I think we have all been blessed and need to "spill" over to be 
a blessing to our neighbors far and near. 
 
Reflection: 
Spend some time in prayerful reflection over these questions: 
What unexpected blessings did God provide for you in 2020? How did God provide those 
through this congregation, this community, or our world?  
How has God brought your joy and grown your faith through these unexpected blessings?  
How might God use YOU to be an unexpected blessing to others here at HOPE, to this 
community, and to our world?  
How might your financial resources be an offering to enable more of these unexpected 
blessings? 
 
Following your prayerful reflection, use this form to commit to your 2021 financial commit-
ment to provide unexpected blessings through the work of our congregation: 
2021 HOPE Covenant Card 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls
https://forms.gle/aaY54JhNPvcyWiiK6


The Attitude of Gratitude and Thankfulness 
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Faith Adventures & Confirmation Advent Bag Delivery!  

Be on the lookout for another doorstep surprise on Monday, November 23!  

This super fun at-home Advent resource will help your entire family prepare 

for Christmas in multiple interactive ways. We hope you enjoy it!  

HOPE @ Home for the Holidays Advent Kits 
Worship ministry is putting together a wonderful at-home Advent resource for our adult 

households too! We know how hard it is to be apart during this important season, so it is 

our hope that you will have a taste of HOPE at home! Kits will include at-home advent 

candles, Advent devotional, an interactive daily advent calendar project, and other fun 

ways to stay spiritually connected this Advent. Kits will be available for pickup Mon-

Wed (Nov. 23-25) 8-3, Sunday Nov. 29 (10:30-11:30AM)or using the code after hours. 

Please wear a mask and practice social distancing when entering the building. Kits 

not picked up by the 29th will be delivered to your home.  

HOPE @ Home for the Holidays 

Save the Dates:  
The following events will be taking place on HOPE’s YouTube Channel 

Carols & Candles: Sunday December 13th, 4PM premiere 

Longest Night Worship: Monday, December 21st, 7PM LIVESTREAM 

Christmas Eve Worship: Thursday, December 24th, 4:20PM premiere 

All services will be available after these times when it is convenient for you!  

Additional opportunities may also be available once we know more about lo-

cal Covid numbers. Stay tuned! 

https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls


HOPE’S Advent Giving Adventure 
 

This Advent season HOPE’s Missions team is inviting you to join us in an Advent 
Giving Adventure that will take your gifts around the world.  We are taking part in 
ELCA’s Good Gifts opportunities to help in different ways in over 77 countries.  
Sadly, they do not track which countries our donations will go, but know they are 
needed wherever they go. 
There are four Sundays during Advent and the last Sunday of Christmas, January 
3, 2021. We have picked an item to be purchased with monies collected during 
each week of Advent up to the last Sunday of Christmas. 
 
Week 1 – Blankets   
Cost is $10 per blanket.  All the monies collected Sunday, November 29th through 
Saturday, December 5th will be used to purchase blankets. 
 
Week 2 – Chicks 
The cost of the baby chicks is $10.  All monies collected Sunday, December 6th 
through Saturday, December 12th will be used to purchase baby chicks. 
 

Week 3 – Fruit Tree Seedlings 
The cost of the seedlings are $10.  All monies collected Sunday, December 13th 
through Saturday, December 19th will be used to purchase Fruit Tree Seedlings. 
 
Week 4 – School Supplies 

The cost of the bundle of school supplies is $10.00.  All monies collected Sunday, 
December 20th through Saturday, December 26th will be used to buy school supply 
 bundles. 
 
Week 5 – Bibles 

The cost of the bibles is $12.  All monies collected Sunday, December 27th through 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 will be used to buy Bibles. 

You do not need to buy a whole item from the above list.  You can give whatever 
monetary gift you would like and we will purchase as many of said item we can.  
Partial monies left will go to the next give on the calendar and so on.  The Mission 
Team chose items of minimal cost in hopes that the children might be able to par-
ticipate also.  Please do not go out and purchase these items, but send checks to 
HOPE earmarked for "Advent Blanket", "Advent Chicks", etc.       
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NO-BAKE BAKE SALE 
Sponsored by Congregation Life 

 
In support of the Backpack Program we are having a NO-BAKE 
BAKE SALE 
 

Please submit one recipe for an item that you would normally 
donate to the bake sale.  In return you will receive a document 
with all the recipes that have been submitted in time for your 
holiday baking.   
Your recipe should be submitted to Olive by November 25. 
 

You can make a donation of monies to Olive (if donating by 
check please put on the memo line Bake Sale) at the HOPE of-
fice by December 20th.  In return for your donation she will send 
you a document of all recipes 
 

Direct any questions to Olive at hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com or 
715-425-9750. 
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 Coffee & Faithful Conversation: NEW Link! 

Join Pastor Annie and others every Tuesday morning at 11AM for “Coffee & 

Faithful Conversation.” This time has proved to be incredibly fruitful as many of 

us remain socially distanced from others. We spend time each week checking 

in on one another and engaging a series of faith-based questions/topics as we 

grow in faith together!  

So brew your own cup and join us via Zoom meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09  

Meeting ID: 884 1915 5061 

Passcode:593674 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88419155061?pwd=di9hUXlaeDdzM0dCK0pPMDNtbHczZz09
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HOPE’s College Students 
 
Congregational Life would once again like to remember our college stu-
dents at Christmastime.  Parents, please send the address of where 
your student will be the week after Thanksgiving. 
 
Names and addresses should be sent to Olive at the church office by 
Wednesday, November 25. (hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com) 
Thank you 

THE UPPER ROOM: A HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY!!!  
 

All high school youth are invited to a special space, “The Upper Room,” JUST 

FOR YOU, put together by the Synod Youth Board. This is a group of fellow high 

school students who have planned and created this place together. The Upper 

Room will be a gathering of high school youth with an opportunity to connect, 

share, read scripture, and pray together. Some gatherings will include time to 

discuss important and relevant issues and hear from various guest  speakers. 

Mark your calendar for the next event on November 22! You can find more 

info HERE!  

TONIGHT! CONFIRMATION ZOOM LESSON & CHECK-IN! 

Join together TONIGHT at 6:30PM for our first Zoom Lesson using our new 

“Seeds of Faith” Curriculum. We will be covering “Reading the Bible & Intro 

to Old Testament.” This 1 class will count towards 2 of your Seeds of Faith 

sections! We’ll share in some learning, but also just some time to connect with 

one another! You won’t want to miss it!  

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87371755500?pwd=Y1M2MkZIL0VkbVFQMW9lRkdxeDhaQT09 

Meeting ID: 873 7175 5500 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/0a/0a854394-3a19-4d9f-b1ae-f93021508921/documents/Upper_Room_Flyer.pdf


Holy Communion in the Time of Pandemic 
 “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,  

you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes… 
For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body  

eats and drinks judgment on himself… 
So then, my brothers when you come together to eat, wait for one another”  

 1 Corinthians 11:26, 29,33 

  

As we make the difficult, but faithful choice to worship from home in care of our neighbor at 
this time, we acknowledge that this time is mostly unprecedented. There is no scripture that specifi-
cally guides us on how to celebrate the Eucharist during a pandemic! So we lean on a few things to 
faithfully guide us: what scripture does say, how Christian history, our theology, and those who have 
navigated similar situations in the past can inform us, and where the Holy Spirit is leading us. 

For the last few months I have spent time in prayerful consideration and study about how best 
to move forward with our celebration of Eucharist in the midst of a pandemic. I have listened to the 
guidance of our synodical and national leadership and wrestled with my own theology of the sacra-
ments. As Lutherans, we confess that it is necessary to be gathered together as the body of Christ to 
celebrate this Holy Meal. In my ordination vows as a minister of word and sacrament, I promised to 
nourish God’s people with the word and sacraments and to hold the celebration of our sacraments 
“in good order.” In the Lutheran church we have two sacraments: Holy Baptism and Holy Commun-
ion. These are always celebrated in the context of our Christian community, except for in the case of 
an extraordinary circumstance, such as a hospitalization or other crisis. It is within this framework 
of understanding that I feel we can faithfully move to the celebration of in-home communion 
while we gather for worship until further notice. This means there will no longer be drive-thru 
communion during cold months. 

This is absolutely an extraordinary circumstance, and as we enter our ninth month of pandem-
ic living, we are called to make some extraordinary adaptations. As we do so, we trust that Jesus, 
through the Holy Spirit, is faithfully present with us across time and space to unite us from our many 
tables into one body with Him. We trust that God welcomes and affirms any attempt of ours to gather 
in Christ’s name to worship and glorify our creator and redeemer. We trust that God IS present, 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, in our online spaces. Christ does join us as we livestream on 
YouTube or share in holy conversation via Zoom, or learn together via webinars. That is just as 
equally holy space, as our physical sanctuary. And we also acknowledge this is an extraordinary way 
to celebrate the Eucharist in an extraordinary time, so in faithful hope, we commit to our return to 
one table together when it is safe to do so, marking that we are not normally called to cele-
brate communion, apart. 

 

PASTOR ANNIE INVITES YOU TO: 

1. Make preparations for the celebration of Holy Communion from your at-home worship space. This 
means, not waiting until Sunday morning, but engaging in a spiritual practice of giving this 
thought ahead of time. If you need to purchase something, please do. 

2. Please have actual bread or crackers ready. 

3. Please have actual wine or fruit juice ready. 

4. Please remember this is a holy meal, so we eat of the bread and drink of the cup in reverence, 
remembering the night in which he was betrayed… 

5. At the appropriate time in the livestreamed worship, lift up the elements with Pastor Annie during 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. If gathered with others, serve one another the bread and 
wine. If gathered solo, know that your Christian community celebrates this meal with you in Spirit. 

6. If you still prefer an in-home communion visit from your pastor, I am happy to do so (distanced 
and masked). Do not hesitate to make this request! 

 

Now, come to the banquet, for all is now ready!   
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Judy Karshbaum 
Becky Anderson (Jan Malaney’s sister) 

Barbara McIntosh (Joe McIntosh’s mother) 

Pat Ingram (Friend of Karen Brohaugh) 
Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott) 

Carol Moenke 

Nic Gutierrez  

Gary Siebold 

Oak Reile (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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Grace Place Meal 
 
HOPE members are serving the meal at Grace Place on November 24.  They nor-
mally have about 35 people there. The Mission Ministry is requesting contributions 
to cover costs for a main dish, salad, and desert .   
Please go  to http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/ and chose Grace Place to 
contribute.  Your support for Grace Place is greatly appreciated! 

outlook-data-detector://1
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/


November Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Nick & Stacia Johnson 08-Nov 12

Annie & Lucas Ladnier 07-Nov 5

November Baptisms

Karissa Bondhus

McKenna Brill

Karen Brohaugh

Taylor Heinselman

Zachary Heinselman

Kermit Paulson

Jane Terkelsen

November Birthdays

Dianne H-Robinson 1-Nov

Lindsay Getschel 2-Nov
Greta Wunrow 3-Nov
Linda Jacobson 7-Nov
Grace Hansen 8-Nov
Jacob Ginn 10-Nov
Erik Warner 10-Nov
John Warner 10-Nov
Gregg Heinselman 14-Nov

Charles Brictson 16-Nov
Kieran Johnson 21-Nov
Karen Rodewald 21-Nov
Kari Heinselman 21-Nov
Phillip Klacan 22-Nov
Deb Tokheim 29-Nov
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