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HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing with them the 

love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday October 11, 2020 
19th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

 
Call to Worship 
After another week we come together, bent over by the weight of all we have been carrying and encumbered by the 
armor we think we need to protect ourselves. Now we lay it all down before our God.  
 
Because here, we remember: 
God is the one who delivers us.  
God is the one who gives us what we need. 
God is the one who shows us the way.  
God is the one who brings us home.  
And here, we gather in the name of the Father and + the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 
 
Merciful God,  
We come to you again in need of your forgiveness.  
Like the Israelites in the wilderness,  
we have lost our way in the midst of all the uncertainty.  
When we lost sight of you,  
we put our trust in what we could see or what money could buy, 
or what worked for someone else. 
We have chosen our own desires over our neighbor’s needs. 
We have believed the lie that there is not enough for everyone so we need to look out for ourselves. 
We have failed to trust that you are still with us.  
We want to trust in you again.  
We want to be near to you once more.  
Forgive us, Lord. We need you to restore us.  
 
People of God,  
God hears your cries and gives you everything you need. 
In this very moment, God hears your desire for forgiveness and answers your prayer. In the name of our everlasting 
God, + your sins are forgiven, you are delivered! Thanks be to God.  
 

Sharing of the Peace 
  



2 

 

 

Gathering Hymn             ELW #833 

 
 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the day 
Let us pray. 
Faithful God of an unfaithful people, The people of Israel doubted your power and turned to other gods to 
fulfill their needs. We too, turn to other gods, seeking acceptance, power, and independence. Show us how 
to live humbly in you, and walk in your ways, in the name of the one who offered true power to all humanity, 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  



3 

 

 
Scripture 
First Reading Exodus 32: 1-14 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered around Aaron, and 
said to him, “Come, make gods for us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of 
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.”  So all the people took off the gold rings 
from their ears, and brought them to Aaron.  He took the gold from them, formed it in a mold, and cast an image of a 
calf; and they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw 
this, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a festival to 
the Lord.” 6They rose early the next day, and offered burnt offerings and brought sacrifices of well-being; and the 
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel.  The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the 
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed 
to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” The Lord said to Moses, 
“I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are.  Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them 
and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation. But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O 
Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand?  Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them 
in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind 
and do not bring disaster on your people.  Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to 
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that 
I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ”  And the Lord changed his mind 
about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading: Philippians 4: 1-9 
My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I 
urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, 
help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of 
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.  Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia!  
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:33-46 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 22:1-14 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave 
a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but 
they would not come.  Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 
my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, 
mistreated them, and killed them.  The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 
their city.  Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy.  Go therefore into the 
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’  Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came 
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in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how 
did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.  Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’For many 
are called, but few are chosen.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Children’s Message 
Sermon           Pastor Annie 
 
Hymn of the Day:           ELW #462 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Together with the whole people of God, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
Gracious host, fill your church with a spirit of joyous hospitality. We pray for bishops, teachers, church leaders, and 
all children of God as they invite others to your table of boundless grace. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious host, as creation waits with eager longing for redemption, protect your creatures that are mistreated. 
Restore valleys, mountains and pastures, still and running waters, and forests. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious host, as you set a table in the presence of enemies, so bless the efforts of diplomats, international peace 
workers, and world leaders who navigate conflict. May they proceed with dialogue and understanding, so that justice 
and peace prevails. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious host, let your gentleness be known among those who are weary or ill especially all those infected with or 
recovering from Covid-19. Strengthen doctors, medical care workers, and caretakers who see to their needs. Be 
with all those on our prayer list and those we name before you now either aloud or in the silence of our hearts (give 
pause) Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious host, when we are quick to judge outward appearance, remind us how you clothe all in your mercy. We 
pray for organizations that provide needed clothing and other personal care assistance in this community including 
the River Falls Food Pantry, Our Neighbor’s Place, and Turningpoint). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious host, forgive us for the many idols we create to put in place of you, especially when we feel distant from 
you. Draw our attention to the many ways you have set us free, and busy our hands in creating freedom for others. 
Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer  
 
Gracious host, as we remember those who have died and are gathered at the heavenly banquet, comfort us with 
your presence. Assure us of your peace at all times. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Offering 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even as we gather in different ways during this season!  Here are ways to 
share God’s abundance: 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App:  Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 
 

 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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Offertory   
In normal circumstances, this is when the Pastor sets the table for Eucharist. Today, you are invited to help set the 
table by preparing your elements, gently unwrapping them. Pastor will give further instructions. 
 

Offering Prayer 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and word, 
wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your 
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right … 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Words of Institution 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communing Together  
Pastor will give instructions to those gathered in person. 
If worshipping form home you are invited to join us for drive-thru communion available on 9/13, and 9/27 directly 
following worship from 10:30-11:30. OR you are encouraged to contact Pastor Annie for an in-home driveway 
Communion visit.  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Holy God, you gave the Israelites the Passover meal to remember how they were delivered from slavery by 
your hand, you gave them manna to eat and water from a rock to drink so that they could survive their 
wilderness journey. Through your Son, Jesus Christ, you give us this Holy Communion meal so that we will 
remember that he saves us from our sin no matter what we do, no matter how far we wander. Amen.  
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Announcements 
 

Blessing 
As we prepare to face whatever this week will hold, again, we remember: 
God is the one who delivers us. 
God is the one who gives us what we need. 
God is the one who shows us the way. 
God is the one who brings us home. 
 
Go with the assurance of these things and the blessing of our triune God, + the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 
Sending Hymn            ELW #536 
 

 
 

 

Sending 
Wherever God is leading you,  
Go in peace, God is with you.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude  
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Luke Stang 
Pat Ingram (Friend of Karen Brohaugh) 

Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott) 

Carol Moenke 

Dylan Nitti (Olive Olson’s Grandson) 

Nic Gutierrez  

Gary Siebold 

Oak Reiley (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION DATES! - For those worshipping from home, you are invited to 
participate in drive-thru communion directly following the worship service TODAY and on 10/25 
from 10:30-11:30. 
 
If preferred, Pastor Annie is also happy to provide an at-home driveway communion visit for you! 
Please contact her directly to schedule a visit! (hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com, 309-781-0509) 
OR call the church office!  
All elements are prepared safely using masks and gloves.  
Pastor Annie will be masked when you arrive or during her visit!  

Asylum Family Sunday TODAY, Sunday, October 11th - Hope Mission Ministry Team is inviting Hope 
members to give generously in support of our Asylum Family from Guatemala, Heidi and her four children, 
and other future refugee needs the third Sunday of each month.  Hope members have this opportunity and 
invitation to join with other River Falls congregations in this special offering. Your gift can be given directly 
to Hope Lutheran, designated for the Ecumenical Asylum Committee, which will then be forwarded to the 
families through the committee. Thank you for your support! 

OWS (Outdoor Worship Service) Weather Plan: - For the next few Sundays in October, here is our plan 
for communicating with you about any potential Sunday morning OWS weather related cancellations. In this 
event only the YouTube online service will be available. 
The following will be the process:    

 If the weather looks iffy, a quick call prior to 6pm will be held between Pastor Annie, Exec and Worship 
ministry to make the decision.   

 The decision will be made by 6pm the night before (Saturday) 
 IF the decision is to cancel the OWS for that Sunday, we will post a notification on the Facebook page 

and on the Hope Luther website after 6pm.  
 If the plan is to hold the service, there will be no posting. We will only post IF the OWS is cancelled 

and we will only be holding  the YouTube on-line service.   
 
We hope and pray that the weather continues to be nice on Sunday mornings thru October, as the plan is to 
hold OWS for each of the next 3 Sundays! 

mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com

