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HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing with them the 

love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday September 20, 2020 
16th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

 
Call to Worship 
After another week we come together, bent over by the weight of all we have been carrying and encumbered by the 
armor we think we need to protect ourselves. Now we lay it all down before our God.  
 
Because here, we remember: 
God is the one who delivers us.  
God is the one who gives us what we need. 
God is the one who shows us the way.  
God is the one who brings us home.  
And here, we gather in the name of the Father and + the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

 

Confession & Forgiveness 
 
Merciful God,  
We come to you again in need of your forgiveness.  
Like the Israelites in the wilderness,  
we have lost our way in the midst of all the uncertainty.  
When we lost sight of you,  
we put our trust in what we could see or what money could buy, 
or what worked for someone else. 
We have chosen our own desires over our neighbor’s needs. 
We have believed the lie that there is not enough for everyone so we need to look out for ourselves. 
We have failed to trust that you are still with us.  
We want to trust in you again.  
We want to be near to you once more.  
Forgive us, Lord. We need you to restore us.  
 
People of God,  
God hears your cries and gives you everything you need. 
In this very moment, God hears your desire for forgiveness and answers your prayer. In the name of our everlasting 
God, + your sins are forgiven, you are delivered! Thanks be to God.  
 

Sharing of the Peace 
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Gathering Hymn             ELW #854 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the day 
Let us pray. 
Holy provider, Despite your people’s hardened hearts you gave them manna when they were hungry. Soften 
our hearts, and make us grateful for your marvelous gifts. Amen. 
 
 
 
Scripture 
First Reading Exodus 16: 2-15 
The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The Israelites said 
to them, “If only we had died  
by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have 
brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.” Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going 
to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I 
will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it 
will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening 
you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the 
glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against 
us?” And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, 
because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against 
us but against the Lord.” Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said, “I 
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall 
have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’ ” In the evening quails came up and covered 
the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.  When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 
surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they 
said to one another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord 
has given you to eat.” 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 145:1-8 
I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia!  
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 20: 1-16 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.  When he went out again about noon and 



4 

 

about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he 
said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’  They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.  Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 
not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same 
as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Children’s Message 
Sermon           Pastor Annie 
 
Hymn of the Day:           ELW #542 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
Together with the whole people of God, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession  
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 
Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges the church, equip it for its 
works of service. Strengthen all those who suffer for Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Sun and wind, bugs of the earth and birds of the air, rural pastures and great cities—nothing in creation is outside 
your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. Lord, 
in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to places of conflict across the 
globe. Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom. Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development 
workers. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, ready to 
relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful 
labor and a livelihood to those seeking work. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and courage to all who are in need 
especially those impacted by Wildfires and Hurricanes, those on our prayer list and those we name before you now 
either aloud or in the silence of our hearts…Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You provide all that we need exactly when we need it. Forgive us for the times we doubt you and open our hearts to 
graciously receive the many blessings you provide. Lord in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer.  
We praise you for the generations that have declared your power to us. Give us faithfulness to follow them, living for 
Christ, until you call us to join them in the joyful song around his throne. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Offering 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even as we gather in different ways during this season!  Here are ways to 
share God’s abundance: 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App:  Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 
 

Offertory   
In normal circumstances, this is when the Pastor sets the table for Eucharist. Today, you are invited to help set the 
table by preparing your elements, gently unwrapping them. Pastor will give further instructions. 
 

Offering Prayer 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and word, 
wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might proclaim your 
steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving     
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right … 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
Hosanna in the highest! 

 

Words of Institution 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Communing Together  
Pastor will give instructions to those gathered in person. 
If worshipping form home you are invited to join us for drive-thru communion available on 9/13, and 9/27 directly 
following worship from 10:30-11:30. OR you are encouraged to contact Pastor Annie for an in-home driveway 
Communion visit.  
 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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Post Communion Prayer 
Holy God, you gave the Israelites the Passover meal to remember how they were delivered from slavery by 
your hand, you gave them manna to eat and water from a rock to drink so that they could survive their 
wilderness journey. Through your Son, Jesus Christ, you give us this Holy Communion meal so that we will 
remember that he saves us from our sin no matter what we do, no matter how far we wander. Amen.  

 
Announcements 
 

Blessing 
As we prepare to face whatever this week will hold, again, we remember: 
God is the one who delivers us. 
God is the one who gives us what we need. 
God is the one who shows us the way. 
God is the one who brings us home. 
 
Go with the assurance of these things and the blessing of our triune God, + the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
 
Sending Hymn            ELW #537 
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Sending 
Wherever God is leading you,  
Go in peace, God is with you.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude  
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Pat Ingram (Friend of Karen Brohaugh) 

Susan Traynor (Friend of Kathy Scott) 

Jim & Carol Moenke 

Dylan Nitti (Olive Olson’s Grandson) 

Nic Gutierrez  

Gary Siebold 

Oak Reiley (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION AVAILABLE - For those worshipping from home, you are invited to 
participate in drive-thru communion directly following the worship service on the following dates 
from 10:30-11:30. 9/27.  If preferred, Pastor Annie is also happy to provide an at-home driveway 
communion visit for you! Please contact her directly to schedule a visit! 
(hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com, 309-781-0509) OR call the church office! 

All elements are prepared safely using masks and gloves. 
Pastor Annie will be masked when you arrive or during her visit! 

mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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Looking Ahead at HOPE 
Tuesday 

October 22nd 
 
11:00 – Coffee & Faithful Conversation  

Friday 
October 25th 

 
All Day – Pastor Annie’s Sabbath 

Sunday 
October 27th 

9:30 – Sunday Worship 
10:30 – Drive Thru Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention Sewers – Mission Ministry would like to provide “Care Packages” for some 
teachers the fall.  We would like to include a mask if able.  If anyone would be willing to 
make a few masks for the purpose please contact Jan Malaney at 
janmalaney@gmail.com.  

Asylum Family Sunday, Sept 20th - Hope Mission Ministry Team is inviting Hope 
members to give generously in support of our Asylum Family from Guatemala, Heidi and 
her four children, and other future refugee needs the third Sunday of each month. Hope 
members have this opportunity and invitation to join with other River Falls congregations 
in this special offering. Your gift can be given directly to Hope Lutheran, designated for 
the Ecumenical Asylum Committee, which will then be forwarded to the families through 
the committee. Thank you for your support! 

mailto:janmalaney@gmail.com
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GOD'S WORK, OUR HANDS - The Mission Ministry is leading a project for God's Work, Our Hands 
to take place in early October. Teacher Care/Classroom Kits will be organized and delivered to 
Rocky Branch Elementary School and also to other teachers within our congregation at other 
schools. Because of COVID-19, the packing will be done only by the Mission Ministry, but 
donations are encouraged by all members of HOPE. We already have some sewers who are 
sewing face masks, but could use more. We also need card makers to make hand-made thank 
you cards (please let Darcy know if you can help with this—email her at gdboock@gmail.com or 
text 715-307-5149). We will put together about 70 kits. Some of the items we will be collecting 
include: 

 Post-It Notes 
 Sharpies–colors and black 
 Nice pens 
 Snacks 
 Trail-mix 
 Lip gloss 
 Boxes of Kleenex 
 Mints 
 Tea/cocoa packets 
 Water flavoring packets 
 Individual hand sanitizer 
 Other ideas ? ? ?  

You will find a Google doc sign-up sheet on Facebook's Hope Lutheran Group page. Please deliver 
anything you are willing to donate to the church by the end of this month, if possible and label it for 
Teacher Care Kits. Thank you. 

mailto:gdboock@gmail.com

