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As part of our Rooted summer worship series, you are encouraged to 
participate with the “My Faith Tree” activity! Each week a new question will be 
posed to you that will help you name some of the important pieces of your own 
faith roots. Over 10 weeks we will explore important people, experiences, and 
places that helped form your faith and how God has used and continues to use 
them to enable you to share the Good News of the love of Jesus with the 
world. This week: 

On Sunday we remembered how Jacob wrestled with a presence he lat-
er names as God. He is renamed “Israel” on account of it because he has striv-
en with God, and yet prevailed. He becomes a nation that is notorious for 
wrestling with God. This story teaches us that it is normal for people of faith to 
wrestle with God. While we may not physically meet God in this way, we each 
reach a time where our faith necessitates that we ask really tough questions of 
and about God. Here is this week's "My Faith Tree" question to consider: 
You can hear the full sermon on our YouTube page. Reflect on this question 
this week : 

https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls
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Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 as we journey  
through the stories of Genesis! 

https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls 
 

IN PERSON WORSHIP PRE-REGISTRATION! 
 

As we resume in-person worship services, we ask that you please pre-register to 
help us prepare our space and ensure that we stay at a safe number for gathering! 
The current health department recommendation is set at 50 people for outdoor gather-
ings. We are utilizing Signupgenius.com to facilitate this registration process. 
Each week you will find the registration links for the next 2 Sundays in this communi-
cation and on the church website. If you need assistance registering, please contact 
the church office Mon-Thurs. 8:30-3:00.  
August 9th Pre-registration at this link: 
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-outdoor 

 
August 16th Pre-registration at this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-outdoor1 

Please see “Hope Lutheran Church Resuming In Person Ministry Plan” for further details.  
It is located on the website, in your email, or has been mailed to you. 

DRIVE-THRU COMMUNION AVAILABLE 
For those worshipping from home, you are invited to participate in drive-thru commun-
ion directly following the worship service on the following dates from 10:30-11:30 
8/16, 8/30, 9/13, and 9/27. 
Pastor Annie is also happy to provide an at-home driveway communion visit for you! 
Please contact her directly to schedule a visit!  
(hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com, 309-781-0509) OR call the church office!  
 

All elements are prepared safely using masks and gloves.  
Pastor Annie will be masked when you arrive or during her visit!  

https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-outdoor
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-outdoor1
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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Our FINAL session will be held IN-PERSON TONIGHT, August 5 at 6PM in the 
Outdoor Worship Space! You can still also participate via Zoom! (Meeting ID: 
525 352 414 Password: 115011). 

Please bring your own chair and burger!  
We’ll look at some of Christian history, scripture, and theology behind the topic 
and the ways our current contexts impact our understanding of them.  

Aug. 05: What does it mean to have “dominion”?  

ECUMENICAL RIVER FALLS BOOK DISCUSSION 

 
Our local ministerium is recommending a joint study and discussion of this book by 
Robin DiAngelo. As part of our commitment to engage in important racial justice con-
versation and repentance per the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, I encourage 
you to read this book! HOPE no longer has copies available for purchase, but we 
have 2 copies available for borrowing. Contact Olive Olson in the church office if 
you’d like to borrow one!   
HOPE’s final discussion will take place on the following date via 
Zoom:  (Meeting ID: 822 8173 4670, Password: 205414) 

Chapters 7-12 Tuesday, Aug.11, 6:30PM  
A wider ecumenical conversation will take place in late August or early September!  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82281734670?pwd=eWozSHFrZmFRb0pGTnFiOFZzaVhjZz09
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Future Reads for Evening Book Group 
 

August 31
st
: The Water Dancer, by Ta-Nehisi Coates , a surrealist novel about 

slavery and the underground railroad: Gwen and Ed Paulson. 
 

September 28
th
, Fight Like A Girl, by Lisa Bevere, a manifesto for feminists new, 

old, and soon-to-be: Julian Grev.  
 

October 26
th
, Hell and Other Destinations, by Madeline Albright, her 21

st
 century 

memoir on the challenge of continuing one’s career beyond the normal age of re-
tirement: Kay and Bill Montgomery. 
 

November 30
th
, Winterdance by Gary Paulsen, a novel on running dogs in Alaska 

in the Iditarod race: Dick Jackson. 
 

December 28
th
, The Universal Christ, theology, by Father Richard Rohr, who 

writes “Christ is not the same as Jesus”: Dean Simpson.  
 

January 25
th
, Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee, a novel about Korean descendants: Betty 

Lou and Milo Oppegard. 
 

Name the “OWS”  

Congregational Life is having a contest to find a name for HOPE’s outdoor 

worship space!   
 

We are asking the congregation to submit ideas for naming the outdoor 

worship space.  We will be accepting entries between Wednesday August 

5th and Wednesday August 18th.   
 

Everyone who submits an idea will have their name put into a basket for a 

drawing a special gift basket!   
 

Watch for further details on voting for the final decision of the official new 

name! 
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August 3, 2020 
 

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 

Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! 
Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 

Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
~ Psalm 150 

 

For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” -Matthew 18:20 
 

Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? -Psalm 139 
 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. - Galatians 6:2 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!  

Thank you for being faithful ministry partners as God has led us into new ways of worship and mis-
sion these last months. Through challenging times you have brought your gifts to the table, allow-
ing HOPE to remain a beacon of Christ’s light and love in our community. As we head into August 
we are excited to offer our first in-person worship services since mid-March this coming 
Sunday, August 9

, 
at 9:30am! 

 

As the above scripture verses reveal, worshiping God together is an essential dimension of our 
discipleship. Technology has enabled us to gather faithfully, united by the Holy Spirit, no matter 
the physical barriers. There is truly nowhere we can go, where God, in Christ Jesus is not already 
present. We are grateful for these tools and, in concert with our in-person services Hope is com-
mitted to providing online worship now and even after the virus subsides. 
 

There are many members who are longing for in-person worship for a variety of reasons. These 
reasons run the gamut, from personal theological convictions, to social isolation and mental health 
concerns, to the practical limitations of weak internet connection.  Our plan is to initially resume in-
person worship outside, using HOPE’s recently finished Outdoor Worship Space. What another 
terrific blessing during this time, allowing us a way to gather comfortably and safely! 
 

Members and guests now can have their spiritual needs met in a variety of ways, while holding the 
words from Galatians and Christ’s commandment to love one another in our hearts. Please know, 
no one is required or expected to attend in-person gatherings and no one will be judged for 
either choice of worship participation. Everyone’s safety and personal comfort level are highly 
valued. No matter the choice please respect the prayerful decisions your siblings in Christ are 
making during this season. 
 

The attached plan, effective as of today, was assembled by the HOPE Resuming Worship Task 
Force, Worship Ministry, and Executive Ministry teams in consultation with our local county health 
departments and the ELCA, following CDC guidelines. Due to expected changing circumstances, 
we will be reviewing our procedures regularly and will remove or replace restrictions as appropri-
ate. We recognize that some of these protocols are quite restrictive. The reality is there are differ-
ences of opinion on these protocols among us. In the spirit of our faith we hope that, by beginning 
with an abundance of caution we will be able to safely move forward in coming months. We appre-
ciate your grace, flexibility, and prayers as we continue to navigate being the Church in this sea-
son.  
 

Please review this plan as you prepare to participate in the in-person ministries of HOPE. 
 

With God’s Grace, on-line or in-person, HOPE Journeys Forward! 
 

HOPE Executive Council 



  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Amanda Olson (Olive Olson’s Daughter) 

Nic Gutierrez  

Gary Siebold 

Scott Kendall (Cara Getchel’s brother) 

Oak Reiley (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  

Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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Special Prayers  

Please say a special prayer this week for Angela Bohnert and her family as they 

travel to and from Tennessee due to the death of her mother Sandi Finstad.   

If you wish to condolences you can send them to; 

Fred Finstad 

307 Winner Circle 

Shelby, I’ll, TN 37610 
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HOPE’s Help Needed For  

“Tools for Schools” Program 

 

This year the “Tools for School” program will see many changes due to the 

pandemic.  For the past years the program has provided tennis shoes, school 

supplies and a meal.  Last year we served 367 kids. 

 

This year instead of coming together at the church to gather their supplies, 

the kids will have their backpacks and supplies waiting for them in their class-

rooms on the first day of school. 

 

HOPE members, your support is crucial to our efforts to support our students 

and community.  Since we do not need volunteers to sort and help students 

this year, financial donations are needed to purchase the supplies for each 

student making a request.  Potentially as many as 500 kids will need support.  

Your donation will go directly towards purchasing backpacks and school sup-

plies. 

 

Please consider; $50 to serve 2 children’s needs; $100 to serve 4 children’s 

needs; $300 to serve 12 children’s needs.  Please five what you can afford.  

Send your contributions to HOPE Lutheran “Tools for School” by August 20th. 

 

HOPE Mission Team 
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Name Date

Mitch Nelson 1-Aug

Verna Tweiten 1-Aug

Samuel Leisz 5-Aug

Morgan Leitch 9-Aug

Amelia Forward 10-Aug

Doug Sailer 12-Aug

Natalie Leisz 13-Aug

Steve Kaste 18-Aug

Lucy Meier 20-Aug

Lauren Ziebarth 24-Aug

Angela Bohnert 25-Aug

Paula Klacan 25-Aug

Keith Getschel 26-Aug

Lisa Rydland 29-Aug

Drew Sailer 31-Aug

August Birthdays

August Baptisms 

Joseph McIntosh

Kay Montgomery

Betty Lou Oppegard

Camryn Shea

Tanner Heinselman

Cameron Leitch

Alexis Rehbein

Avery Tokheim

August Anniversaries

Name Date

Celebrating 

Years

Richard & Carolyn Jackson 2-Aug 59

Milo & Betty Lou Oppegard 10-Aug 52

Jeremy & Traci Wolfe 12-Aug

Grete & Chad Rehbein 15-Aug 11

Kermit & Sharon Paulson 26-Aug 59

David & Nancy Peters 26-Aug 59

Jeff & Karen Rodewald 31-Aug 35


