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As part of our Rooted summer worship series, you are encouraged to 
participate with the “My Faith Tree” activity! Each week a new question will 
be posed to you that will help you name some of the important pieces of 
your own faith roots. Over 10 weeks we will explore important people, ex-
periences, and places that helped form your faith and how God has used 
and continues to use them to enable you to share the Good News of the 
love of Jesus with the world. This week: 

On Sunday we remembered the story of Rebekah giving birth to 
Esau and Jacob. From the beginning, these twin brothers are at odds with 
one another creating a great amount of tension in the family. None of us 
are strangers to sibling rivalry or family drama. Here is this week's "My 
Faith Tree" question: 

You can hear the full sermon on our YouTube page. Reflect on this 
question this week : 
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Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30 as we journey  
through the stories of Genesis! 

https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls 
 

IN PERSON OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE  

AVAILABLE SUNDAY, Aug. 2nd @ 9:30AM  

More info to come from council. 

Pre-register at this link!  
www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-outdoor 

Asylum Family Offering: 
 

HOPE Mission Ministry Team is inviting Hope members to give generously in support 
of our Asylum Family from Guatemala, Heidi and her four children, this coming Sun-
day, July 19th. 
 

Heidi has been managing her family's finances independently for many months; how-
ever she was infected with covid-19 while at work and brought it home to her family.  
Fortunately, they have now recovered, but because of missing work for an extended 
period of time, and now Heidi's work hours have been reduced, they are struggling fi-
nancially. 
 

HOPE members have the opportunity and invitation to join with other River Falls con-
gregations in this special offering. Your gift can be given directly to HOPE Lutheran, 
designated for the Ecumenical Asylum Committee, which will then be forwarded to the 
family through the committee. 
 

Thank you for your support!   
Bill Montgomery, on behalf of the Mission Ministry Team. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/hopelutheranriverfalls
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-outdoor
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HOPE’s Help Needed For  

“Tools for Schools” Program 

 

This year the “Tools for School” program will see many changes due to the 

pandemic.  For the past years the program has provided tennis shoes, school 

supplies and a meal.  Last year we served 367 kids. 

 

This year instead of coming together at the church to gather their supplies, 

the kids will have their backpacks and supplies waiting for them in their class-

rooms on the first day of school. 

 

HOPE members, your support is crucial to our efforts to support our students 

and community.  Since we do not need volunteers to sort and help students 

this year, financial donations are needed to purchase the supplies for each 

student making a request.  Potentially as many as 500 kids will need support.  

Your donation will go directly towards purchasing backpacks and school sup-

plies. 

 

Please consider; $50 to serve 2 children’s needs; $100 to serve 4 children’s 

needs; $300 to serve 12 children’s needs.  Please five what you can afford.  

Send your contributions to HOPE Lutheran “Tools for School” by August 20th. 

 

HOPE Mission Team 



Good morning, 
 
We've been holding our breath for the last couple of days hoping to get some 
good news. Yesterday we did. The first wave of soldiers from JP's unit left Afghani-
stan for Kuwait and he was part of that group! It sounds like they had a full day of 
travel due to mechanical issues and various delays - but after nearly 24 hours, 
they arrived in Kuwait. JP said he was tired, thirsty and hungry (ha) but otherwise 
fine. We aren't sure as to his timeline in Kuwait especially with the uncertainty of 
covid. What we do know is once he leaves Kuwait his unit will fly to Texas for 
quarantine and in processing/meetings. Again, we will be at the mercy of covid for 
a timeframe of when he will finally be home. We will definitely keep you posted on 
JP's homecoming progress.  
 
Thank you again for keeping our family in your thoughts and prayers. We truly ap-
preciate the support as we process the military journey with our boys.  
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A Message From the Eaton Family 



  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Gary Siebold 

Scott Kendall (Cara Getchel’s brother) 

Oak Reiley (Nancy Sailer’s Cousin) 

David Hendrickson  

Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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7.15.20 UPDATED PLAN FOR RESUMING IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

Pastor Annie Ladnier 

In consultation with our county health departments, the ELCA, Wisconsin Council of 
Churches, CDC guidelines, and in prayerful conversation among the HOPE  Executive Min-
istry, Worship Ministry, and Resuming Worship Task Force Ministry teams, the following 
are our next steps in response to the Covid-19 pandemic: 
1. Both local county health departments have approved gatherings of up to 50 people 

OUTDOORS only. We are implementing the following for in-person ministry gatherings: 
a. Ministry teams are allowed to meet in person if they choose to do so, but do 

need to still allow a way to Zoom in for those who do not yet feel comfortable do-
ing so. Only groups of 10 or less are allowed indoors, while wearing masks and 
practicing social distancing. Larger teams may meet outdoors while wearing 
masks and practicing social distancing. All touched services need to be wiped 
down following the meeting.  

b. We will gather for OUTDOOR worship of 50 people or less on Sunday, August 2 
at 9:30 AM. You will need to pre-register for these services. Stay tuned for a 
specific letter outlining how we will engage this process. We recognize we may be 
required to cancel any in-person gathering if instructed to do so by local health 
county officials. 

2. We are committed to continuing our E-Worship via YouTube indefinitely. You will 
still be able to worship from home! This has been a wonderful ministry tool for multi-
ple reasons and we have decided this is an important component of our presence in the 
community moving forward. We are utilizing recently gifted Bold Generosity Technology 
Grant money from the Northwest Synod of WI to update our A/V system to make this 
possible. The plan is to livestream the outdoor worship service so we will be worshiping 
as one body together!  

3. Expect worship to look and feel new in order to maintain everyone’s safety.  The 
task force team is putting safety precautions into place and developing protocols and 
strategies for what our new in-person worship and ministry in the time of Covid-19 will 
look like. Please know that the safety of our church family and wider community is our 
highest priority as a reflection of our call to love the neighbor. Masks will be required, so-
cial distancing will be practiced, we will not be singing communally, and communion and 
our offering will be done in new ways. While this may feel strange, or even seem impos-
sible (what? No singing at church?), I promise you that God has proven to faithfully 
show up and abundantly provide in the last four months of doing things in a new way, 
and God is going to continue to do that. God meets us not only in song, but in spoken 
word, and even in holy silence. Jesus shows up in the holy meal of bread and wine 
when we gather in His name to share it, no matter the logistics. Again, more information 
will be sent to you about these steps.  

4. I will be taking vacation from July 13-27th. Services will still be available on YouTube 
on July19 and 26. We welcome Pastor Carolyn Staats from Mt.Zion in Hudson for our 
sermon on July 19. I will be providing the sermon for July 26. Due to a scheduled visit 
with our family, we will be in quarantine upon our return, and I will be working at home 
through the last week of July. For Pastoral Care emergencies between 7/13-27 please 
contact Pastor Dave Wrightsman or Deacon Kim Suhr at Ezekiel Lutheran Church 715-
425-8294. 

5. We are so grateful for your flexibility, participation, and generosity!  I could not do 
this without all of you! Thank you for all the ways you continue to BE the church in these 
days! If you are curious about ways to stay involved, serve, or give, please contact Olive 
in the church office.  

6. We will make you aware of important information moving forward! Expect a full let-
ter with information regarding how we will gather in the coming weeks. Feel free to 
share your ideas, questions, or concerns with me directly at hopelutheranpas-
tor.rf@gmail.com or 309-781-0509.  

 

mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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Until we can gather in person, you are encouraged to grill up or order your own take-

out burger to enjoy at 6PM while we engage these topics together via Zoom! 

(Meeting ID: 525 352 414 Password: 115011) 

We’ll look at some of Christian history, scripture, and theology behind each topic and 

the ways our current contexts impact our understanding of them.  

No meeting July 15 or 22. 

 July 29: How do we forgive the things that have truly hurt us? 

 Aug. 05: What does it mean to have “dominion”? 

ECUMENICAL RIVER FALLS BOOK DISCUSSION 

 
Our local ministerium is recommending a joint study and discussion of this book by 

Robin DiAngelo. As part of our commitment to engage in important racial justice con-

versation and repentance per the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, I encourage 

you to read this book! HOPE no longer has copies available for purchase, but we 

have 2 copies available for borrowing. Contact Olive Olson in the church office if 

you’d like to borrow one!   

HOPE’s discussion will take place on the following dates via Zoom:  

(Meeting ID: 822 8173 4670, Password: 205414) 

Chapters 4-6 Tuesday, July 28, 6:30PM 

Chapters 7-12 Tuesday, Aug.11, 6:30PM  

A wider ecumenical conversation will take place in late August or early September!  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82281734670?pwd=eWozSHFrZmFRb0pGTnFiOFZzaVhjZz09
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The Evening Book Group is meeting virtually!  If you are interested in joining in the 

discussion here are the selections 

 Monday, July 27th at 7 p.m. This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

 

https://zoom.us/j/424556345… 

Meeting ID: 424 556 345 
Password: 577144 

 

Congregational Life is Looking for Volunteers  

 

As many of you know Milo and Betty Lou experienced a great deal of damage to their 

home due to the extreme flooding last week.  Congregational Life is looking for peo-

ple who would like to volunteer to help provide food for a day with “helpers” . 
 

They will need enough food to feed six people for these events.  The dates when the 

“helpers” will be working have not yet been set.  When the dates have been coordi-

nated they will let Karen Brohaugh know and she will be contacting volunteers.   
 

If you are interested in providing food, please call or email Karen for more details.  

 

Phone: 715-425-2971  Email: brohaugh@att.net 

https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09&fbclid=IwAR0zXau5NZ3x8NngYSh8G5rona_tKbVlDrjeTN7rPcF0tID5H8ZYVGC4e84


This Week At HOPE - July 15, 2020 

July Baptisms

Henry Bailey
Will Bohnert

Alyssa Boock

Andrea Boock

Cole Frisch
Kendra Lesmeister
Peter Nelson
Milo Oppegard

Carol Poff
Elizabeth Rodewald
Eric Rodewald
Hunter Rodewald
Douglas Rudesill

Julia Rydberg

Julie Schmidt
Spencer Ziebarth

July Birthdays

Name Date

Nathan Rahn 2-Jul

Sarah Bailey 4-Jul

Janet Gerber 7-Jul

Bill Warner 7-Jul

Danielle Tokheim 15-Jul

Betty Lou Oppegard 16-Jul

William Berndt 18-Jul

Luke Stang 18-Jul

Jeff Rotsaert 21-Jul

Jon Filarsky 21-Jul

Erin Nelson 23-Jul

Joseph McIntosh 25-Jul

Robert Perkins-McIntosh 26-Jul

Steve Leitch 28-Jul

Taylor Heinselman 30-Jul

Aaron Robinson 31-Jul

July Anniversaries Date

Celebrating 

Years 

Jerry & Darcy Boock 03-Jul 44

Phillip & Paula Klacan 20-Jul 35

John & Karen Hamilton 26-Jul 29

Robb & Kathy Scott 25-Jul 28

Mitch & Erin Nelson 13-Jul 13


