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HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing 

with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday July 12, 2020 
6th Sunday after Pentecost  

Welcome 

Blessed be the one true God, the God of Israel,  Father, ☩ Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  
Trusting in the mercy of the God of our ancestors, let us confess our sins 
(a moment of silence for reflection) 
 
Faithful God, 
We confess that we share in the sinfulness of those before us. 
Like Sarah and Abraham we laugh at your provision 
And hurt others in the process. 
Like Isaac and Rebekah we play favorites that create turmoil for others. 
Like Jacob we trick others to get what we want, creating unfair privilege for ourselves while denying others 
what they deserve. 
We wrestle against you, only hurting ourselves in the process. 
Like Joseph’s brothers we feed our jealousy and harm those whom you love. 
By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
People of God, 
what we have intended for evil, God so graciously transforms for the good.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

We live now as bearers of this Good News, 
loving one another as Christ first loves us. Amen.  
 

Hymn: ELW  #533   Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

Kyrie 

 
 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with 
joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Scripture 
The First Reading from the book of  Genesis 25: 19-34 
These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old 
when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddanaram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac 
prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived.  The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she 
went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall 
be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.” When her time to give birth 
was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named 
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him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was 
sixty years old when she bore them.  When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents.  Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.  
29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let 
me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.)  Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So 
he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, 
and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 119: 105-112 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light upon my path.  
I have sworn and am determined to keep your righteous judgments.  
I am deeply troubled; preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.  
Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, and teach me your judgments. 
My life is always in danger, yet I do not forget your teaching.  
The wicked have set a trap for me, but I have not strayed from your commandments.  
Your decrees are my inheritance forever; truly, they are the joy of my heart.   
I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes forever and | to the end. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
Gospel According to Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
Glory to you ,O Lord 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach.  And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.  And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 
had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought 
forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  Let anyone with ears listen!”  “Hear then the parable of the 
sower.  When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path.  As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the 
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 
while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke 
the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon           Pastor Annie 

 
Hymn of the Day: ELW #512 (sung twice through)  

 
 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 
Together with the whole people of God, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared world. 
A brief silence. 
Gracious God, your word has been sown in many ways and places. We pray for missionaries and newly planted 
congregations around the world. Inspire us by their witness to the faith we share. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, the mountains and hills burst into song and the trees and fields clap their hands in praise. We 
pray for the birds and animals who make their home in the trees, and for lands stripped bare by deforestation. 
Empower us to sustainably use what you have given. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Reigning God, we pray for our nation’s leaders. Increase their desire for justice and equality. We pray for our 
enemies. Bridge the chasms that divide us and guide authorities to a deep and lasting peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Abiding God, care for all who are in need: For those who are doubting, renew faith. For those who are worrying, 
provide release. For those who are struggling, ease burdens. For those in fear, give hope. We pray especially 
for those on our prayer list and those we name before you now… Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Renewing God, revive your church in this place. Nourish and nurture the seeds you have planted, that we might 
grow as disciples. Replace what has been depleted. Sustain our ministries, especially all the new ways we are 
meeting your people in these days, and deepen relationships with the wider community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Eternal God, we give thanks for all who have died. Comfort us in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Offering 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even when we cannot be together in person!  Here are ways to give: 
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/   
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 
Give by Mobile App:  Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions   
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 

  

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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Offertory Hymn #465  As the Grains of Wheat 
 

 
 

Offertory Prayer 
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
Your holy word reminds us of your abundant provision and spurs us into prodigal acts of generosity. Just as our 
ancestors before us, we too are so richly blessed. Use us, and all that you have entrusted into our care, that we 
might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
God’s promises endure from generation to generation. 
May the God of Abraham and Sarah, 

the God who sent ☩ Jesus to redeem us, 

the God whose covenant is eternal, 
keep you rooted and bless you to bear the fruit of love in the world. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn #550    On What Has Now Been Sown 

 
Sending 
Rooted in God’s Story, 
As descendants of Abraham, 
Go in peace to love one another. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Thanks: 
Pianist: Phil Klancan 
Assisting Minister:TBA Sunday 
Sound Technician: Don Leisz 
All of you for worshipping with us this morning!  
 
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under  OneLicense  #A-731585. 
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SB155603 

 
 
 

Announcements 
 

Looking Ahead at HOPE 

Monday 
July 13th 

 
12:15 – Communication Ministry 

Monday – 
Sunday 

 
Pastor Annie on Vacation 

Sunday 
July 19th 

 
9:30 - Worship 
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Please lift up the following people in prayer 
Gary Siebold 
Scott Kendall (Cara Getchel’s brother) 
Oak Reiley (Nancy Sailer’s cousin) 
David Hendrickson 
Eddie Nicholson family 
Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 
Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 
Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 
Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 
Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 
Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 
Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 
Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

ECUMENICAL RIVER FALLS BOOK DISCUSSION:  
White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism  
THIS SUMMER!  
Our local ministerium is recommending a joint study and discussion of this book by Robin DiAngelo. As part of our 
commitment to engage in important racial justice conversation and repentance per the 2019 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly, I encourage you to read this book! Since this title has been hard to come by, the ministerium ordered 
them in bulk directly from the publisher. HOPE has 24 copies available for $15.00 a copy. If you would like one 
of the copies allotted to HOPE, contact Olive in the church office. Part of the proceeds will benefit local racial 
justice and mercy organizations to be identified during our community wide conversation.  
 

HOPE will engage in our conversation about the book on the following dates:  
Chapters 1-3 Tuesday, July 7, 6:30PM 
Chapters 4-6 Tuesday, July 28, 6:30PM 
Chapters 7-12 Tuesday, Aug.11, 6:30PM  
A wider ecumenical conversation will take place in late August or early September!  

Special Prayers - Please lift Jim and Ila June Pratt up in prayer this week as both are 
hospitalized. Ila June is hospitalized at the River Falls hospital and Jim is hospitalized at 
United Hospital 
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Congregational Life is Looking for Volunteers - As many of you know Milo and Betty Lou 
experienced a great deal of damage to their home due to the extreme flooding last week.  
Congregational Life is looking for people who would like to volunteer to help provide food for a 
day with “helpers” . 
 

They will need enough food to feed six people for these events.  The dates when the “helpers” 
will be working have not yet been set.  When the dates have been coordinated they will let Karen 
Brohaugh know and she will be contacting volunteers.   
  

If you are interested in providing food, please call or email Karen for more details.  
  

Phone: 715-425-2971  Email: brohaugh@att.net 

IN PERSON COMMUNION PRAYER SERVICE SUNDAY JULY 12 4-6PM 
Use the following link to sign-up for a communion time available THIS SUNDAY, July 12. 

www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-communion 
 

Each session will be held outdoors with 10 or less people. 
Wipe downs will take place between sessions. 

To keep as safe as possible, we are asking all participants: 
1. Wear a mask (to be moved while actually communing) 
2. Social distance by family unit the recommended 6ft. 
3. Do not gather in fellowship before or after to allow for proper safety between sessions. 
4. Please stay home if you are experiencing any of the following symptoms, or if anyone you 

have been in contact with in the last 14 days has tested positive for Covid-19: fever, cough, 
chills, shortness of breath, sore throat, runny nose, fatigue, muscle aches, loss of taste/smell, 
nausea, abdominal pain, diarrhea 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040448A4A82DA5F49-communion

