
This Week At HOPE - June 17, 2020 

A New Worship Series! 

June 17, 2020       Rev. Annie Ladnier 
 

I am excited to share our summer worship series theme with you! Rooted: In 
God’s Story, As Descendants of Abraham, to Love One Another will follow the sto-
ries of Genesis. Genesis means “beginning” in Hebrew. We are going back to our 
“roots,” where it all began, to many of those familiar Sunday school stories, and 
some unfamiliar! We will see how God used these individuals, experiences, and 
places to form us into God’s people. 

In addition to the Sunday sermon and worship, you are encouraged to par-
ticipate with the “My Faith Tree” activity! Each week a new question will be posed 
to you that will help you name some of the important pieces of your own faith 
roots. Over the next 10 weeks we will explore important people, experiences, and 
places that helped form your faith and how God has used and continues to use 
them to enable you to share the Good News of the love of Jesus with the world. 
This activity will likely work best for adults, as many of the questions require some 
life experience, but I encourage parents and grandparents to engage the questions 
with their children and youth as well. I invite you to journal through these ques-
tions, create your own poster board of the tree with pictures of your answers, or 
engage the activity in another creative way. We’ll touch base on the question each 
week during Coffee & Faithful Conversation (Tuesdays, 11AM on Zoom), during 
our Wednesday night gatherings, and share some of our discoveries at the end of 
the summer!  

On Sunday we heard the story of Sarah and Abraham’s visit from God who 
told them of the promise of the birth of Isaac. Sarah and Abraham birthed Isaac, 
and from them God created an entire people. We are descendants of Abraham. 
We are part of the stars in the sky God showed Abram when God made his prom-
ise to him. Without Sarah and Abraham, we would not be where we are today.  

Please take a few moments and reflect on this week’s question: 



ELCA Prayer Service for Commemoration of the Emanuel Nine  
A special service will be available for online viewing at 12 noon Eastern Time (11AM 
Central) on June 17, the fifth anniversary of the evening nine people were shot and 
killed during a Bible study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charles-
ton, S.C. The service will include leaders from around the ELCA and ecumenical part-
ners, including episcopal leadership from the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
(who we are in full partnership with). Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will preach the 
sermon. We join in a time of repentance, mourning and prayer as we remember these 
nine martyrs and renounce the sins of racism and white supremacy. The service can 
be viewed on https://elca.org/EmanuelNine. 

In addition, we will share in special prayers, lament, and confession during our 
Wednesday evening devotion and prayer service (6PM on Zoom).  

Background: (taken from elca.org) As part of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assem-
bly, voting members adopted a resolution designating June 17 as a commemoration 
of the martyrdom of the Emanuel 9—Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham 
Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sand-
ers, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson were 
murdered by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible 
study and prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred 
to as Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Sim-
mons were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. 

[The ELCA’s] relationship to the shooter as well as two of the slain reminds us of both 
our complicity and our calling. Together we confess that we are in bondage to the sins 
of racism and white supremacy and, at the same time, we rejoice in the freedom that 
is ours in Christ Jesus who “has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility be-
tween us” (Ephesians 2:14). May God continue to guide us as we seek repentance 
and renewal, and racial justice and reconciliation among God’s precious children. 
Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged to reaffirm their commitment to repenting 
of the sins of racism and white supremacy which continue to plague this church, to 
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ECUMENICAL RIVER FALLS BOOK DISCUSSION:  

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism  

THIS SUMMER!  

Our local ministerium is recommending a joint study and discussion of this book by 

Robin DiAngelo. As part of our commitment to engage in important racial justice con-

versation and repentance per the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, I encourage you 

to read this book! Since this title has been hard to come by, the ministerium ordered 

them in bulk directly from the publisher. HOPE has 24 copies available for $15.00 a 

copy. If you would like one of the copies allotted to HOPE, contact Olive in the church 

office. Part of the proceeds will benefit local racial justice and mercy organizations to 

be identified during our community wide conversation.  

 

HOPE will engage in our conversation about the book on the following dates:  

Chapters 1-3 Tuesday, July 7, 6:30PM 

Chapters 4-6 Tuesday, July 18, 6:30PM 

Chapters 7-12 Tuesday, Aug.11, 6:30PM  

A wider ecumenical conversation will take place in late August or early September!  
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Hope Lutheran 

Faith Adventures: To Go SUMMER!  
 

Hello kids, families, & friends of Hope Lutheran Church! We are so glad you en-

joyed our Faith Adventures To-Go this Spring! Since we still are not gathering in 

person for any summer faith learning, we want to continue the fun and help you 

connect with Jesus this summer! While we might be able to meet outside for 

worship soon, we still will not have any extended fellowship or learning time, but 

we want you to know we miss you and love you!  

 

On the THIRD WEDNESDAY OF EVERY MONTH (June 17, July 15, & Au-

gust 19), you will receive a special surprise! This surprise will help you keep 

learning about Jesus and his love for you! Open it up, enjoy what’s inside for the 

next MONTH and then on the third Wednesday place the bag outside on 

your porch by 10AM!* Then be on the look-out for your new surprise to arrive 

next month!  

 

Inside you’ll find a few special things: 

1. A children’s bulletin to use throughout the week that will connect to Sunday’s 

YouTube or  Live worship! There is a pre-reader and reader version; enjoy 

them both! 

2. A NEW special book from the HOPE Faith Adventures resource library to 

help you connect with your faith! Feel free to read it on your own, have an 

adult that loves you read it with you, or you could read it to a younger brother 

or sister! * 

3. A special craft or activity! 

4. A prayer request card that you can fill out so we know how to be praying for 

you and your family!* 

5. “My Faith Tree” project for our Summer 2020 Worship theme, “Rooted: In 

God’s Story, As Abraham’s Descendants, to love one another.” Each week 

you’ll answer a new question to help fill out your faith tree! 

6. A treat! 

Sometimes you’ll find another special surprise! 
* These are the only items that need to be placed back inside the ziplock 

bag inside the cloth bag!  

 

Make sure to stay connected to HOPE Lutheran by checking out: 

www.hopelutheranrf.com.  

There you’ll find a weekly at-home Sunday worship bulletin, kids bulletins for 

download, links to our Wednesday Night Zoom discussions,  worship and Sun-

day YouTube channel, and a family friendly daily devotion resource, “Pandemic 

Hope.”  
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Good People of HOPE!  
 

Your Community Missions Ministry is leading an initiative called “Summer of Hope” and are 
eager to take your nominations for projects and ways we can help members of our commu-
nity and/or congregation. The projects we’re looking to support and help coordinate fall un-
der three categories: Maintenance (eg, help with home projects); Community Service (eg, 
delivery of meals); and Clean-up (eg, roadsides or yards).  
 
Our role and intent is to help YOU pull together the people and resources needed to ac-
complish the goal at hand. 
 
We can help promote and see if we can get some volunteers, provide fund-raising ideas, 
etc, if you can provide this information: (please use THIS LINK to find and fill out the form) 
and send to Darcy Kleeman Boock (Community Missions chair) at gdboock@gmail.com 
and cc Dale Bohnert at dalebohnert@gmail.com 
 
1. WHAT: Description of project and for whom. 
2. WHEN: Date / Time: When would the project take place? How much time required of 

participants? 
3. WHO: How many participants are needed? Any certain skill sets needed required? 
4. WHERE: Where would the project take place? Should volunteers meet at the job site? 
5. HOW: What’s the plan? Do participants need to bring any particular tools? 
 
Please reach out to Darcy or Dale - either by phone, email or private message on Facebook 
and one of us will follow up with some questions to evaluate if what’s being asked fits our 
scope and begin to formulate a game plan (which might include ideas on how funds could 
be raised if needed).  
 
Thanks, and Blessings! 

  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Ed Paulson 

Verna Tweiten 

Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 
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This Week At HOPE - June 10, 2020 

SUMMER WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE 
This summer you are invited to connect with your HOPE family on Wednesday eve-
nings in a variety of ways! For now, please use the Wednesday Night Zoom link! 
(Meeting ID: 525 352 414 Password: 115011) 

1. June 

 June 17: Midweek Devotion & Connection (June 17 includes Commemora-
tion of Emmanuel 9) 

 June 10 & 24: Faithful Book Discussion on Waking Up White: And Finding 
Myself in the Story of Race.  

 
2. July 1, 8, & 29 (no meeting July15 or 22): Burgers & Big Questions: We’ll tack-
le your BIG Faith questions one at a time each week. Submit your big questions 
to Pastor Annie: hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com  
 

3. August: TBD 
 
SUBMIT TOPICS FOR BURGERS & BIG QUESTIONS!  
Beginning July 1st we will gather on Wednesday evenings at 6PM for a nightly con-
versation topic! Until we can gather in person, you are encouraged to grill up or or-
der your own take-out burger to enjoy at 6 while we engage these topics together 
via Zoom!  
 
But I NEED YOUR BIG QUESTIONS! Simply email hopelutheranpas-
tor.rf@gmail.com with your “big faith question.” We’ll look at some of Christian histo-
ry, scripture, and theology behind each one and the ways our current contexts im-
pact our understanding. No topic is off topic! Past examples of big questions have 
been: “how do we welcome people we call different?” “What does our faith say 
about handling dysfunctional families?” “What do we think about life after death?” 
“Does God make mistakes?”  

Submit your big questions by June 24!  

The Evening Book Group is meeting virtually!  If you are interested in joining in the 

discussion here are the selections 

 Monday, June 29th at 7 p.m. Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor 

 Monday, July 27th at 7 p.m. This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

 

https://zoom.us/j/424556345… 

Meeting ID: 424 556 345 
Password: 577144 

Grace Place Meal in June 
 

"HOPE will be offering food for delivery to Grace Place on June 23. Traditionally this has 
been a summer picnic for the residents. Margaret Anderson is asking for mone-
tary donations to help purchase the items needed for the picnic: hot dogs and buns, 
baked beans, potato salad, fruit, milk, snack items, etc. Please send your check to 
HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave, River Falls, WI  54022, and place Grace Place in 
the memo line. Money, not food items are needed for the June picnic. If anyone would 
like to drive the food to Grace Place on June 23, please contact Margaret at mgan-
de@comcast.net or call her at 715-425-2792. Thank you everyone."  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09&fbclid=IwAR0zXau5NZ3x8NngYSh8G5rona_tKbVlDrjeTN7rPcF0tID5H8ZYVGC4e84
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UPDATE on HOPE Covid Response  
The Executive Ministry Team and Worship Ministry Team of HOPE are engag-
ing in faithful and diligent conversation about how HOPE will continue to move 
forward during Covid-19. met this week and discussed our hopes and concerns 
in moving forward. Council will meet in the next week for further discussion and 
a task force is being assembled to help put recommended protocols in place for 
when we will worship in person.  
 
Here’s what we do know now: At this time we will NOT gather in person through 
at least June 7 while we continue to plan for recommendations put forward by 
county health departments, the ELCA, Wisconsin Council of Churches, and lo-
cal business resources.  
 
1. We will continue to worship online through July 5  While we patiently 

await our public health departments encouragement to move forward to 
gatherings of more than 10, we are using the month of June to get ready. Af-
ter July 5, Worship Ministry is planning for small, phased steps for returning 
to a new normal. Expect various options to be available for you for worship, 
communing, etc. 

2. We will continue to offer E-Worship via YouTube indefinitely, even after 
some gather in person. This has been a wonderful ministry tool for multiple 
reasons and we have decided this is an important component of our pres-
ence in the community moving forward. We are utilizing recently acquired 
Bold Generosity Technology Grantf money from the Northwest Synod of WI 
to update our A/V system to make this possible. 

3. We will exercise the utmost caution for everyone’s safety moving for-
ward. The task force team will utilize the remainder of June to put safety pre-
cautions into place and develop protocols and strategies for what our new in-
person worship and ministry in the time of Covid-19 will look like. This is up-
on advice from both local county public health departments as we strive to 
meet the threshold of gatherings larger than 10.Please know that the safety 
of our church family and wider community is our highest priority as a reflec-
tion of our call to love the neighbor.  

4. We are so grateful for your generosity! God has used each of you in in-
credible ways in these last few months to respond to the needs of our com-
munity, the evolving ways we are doing ministry, and so much more. Thank 
you for your time, creativity, and financial stewardship. You are being Christ 
in the world!  

5. We will make you aware of opportunities moving forward! Pastor Annie 
continues to meet weekly with local ecumenical leaders as well as ELCA col-
leagues to address being the Church in these days. Many wonderful oppor-
tunities continue to come our way thanks to these partnerships! Be on the 
look-out for more! Feel free to share your ideas, questions, or concerns with 
her directly at hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com or 309-781-0509.  

mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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June Baptisms 

Waylon Bailey

Shane Bondhus

Erik Eaton

Jane Olson

Kathryn Scott

Luke Stang

June Birthdays

Name Birthday

Cara Getschel 2-Jun

Carol Knudsen 5-Jun

Zane Heinselman 6-Jun

Peter Nelson 7-Jun

Naomi Brandt 9-Jun

Julia Rydberg 9-Jun

Kathy Scott 9-Jun

Julie Schmidt 10-Jun

Elizabeth Rodewald 14-Jun

Eric Rodewald 14-Jun

Louie Bernard 15-Jun

Mark Ziebarth 15-Jun

Carol Poff 17-Jun

Milo Oppegard 22-Jun

Douglas Rudesill 26-Jun

Jack Stang 27-Jun

Daniel Malaney 29-Jun

Edward Paulson 29-Jun

Date

Celebrating 

Years 

Larry & Lynda Meyers 06/05 38

Douglas & Susie Rudesill 06/07 40

Craig & Jane Olson 06/08 41
Joe and Connie Kurten 06/11 49
Mark & Lisa Ziebarth 06/12 33
Bill & Kay Montgomery 06/17 59

Joseph McIntosh & Faye 06/18 35


