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We Commemorate the Emanuel Nine June 17th! 
June 10, 2020 
Rev. Annie Ladnier  
 
This upcoming commemoration is aptly timed and is very near to my heart. I was living 
in Columbia, SC at the time of this massacre. Two of the victims were graduates of my 
seminary, Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. The shooter was a member of a 
local Columbia, SC ELCA congregation that my peers had done contextual education 
in, and whose pastor had served as a mentor to our seminary community. I was still on 
campus after graduating just a couple of weeks prior, awaiting first call. I met that night 
with my classmates, professors, and local colleagues as we mourned and lamented. 
Lucas and I helped our campus pastor hang black cloth over our seminary road sign. In 
other words, this was incredibly close to home for me. I was proud to be a voting dele-
gate for the 2019 Churchwide Assembly where this resolution was passed.  
 
I moved to Ellsworth, WI just two months later and was hit with the reality that this part 
of the country was not impacted in the same way by this tragedy. People didn’t seem to 
even know about it, let alone understand the grief surrounding it, or the ELCA’s com-
placency in it. To say that a lot has happened since then, is an understatement. The 
reality of racial tension, violence, and despair is right here, right now. And as a pastor 
serving in this time right here and right now, it is a fulfillment of my ordination vow to 
speak to this issue: every ordained minister shall speak publicly to the world in solidari-
ty with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice and proclaiming God’s love for the 
world (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Constitution). So, join me in prayer, 
song, cries of both lament and hope as we mark this commemoration next 
Wednesday evening: 
 
(Taken from elca.org) As part of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting mem-
bers adopted a resolution designating June 17 as a commemoration of the martyrdom 
of the Emanuel 9—the nine people shot and killed on June 17, 2015, during a Bible 
study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C. 
 
[The ELCA’s] relationship to the shooter as well as two of the slain reminds us of both 
our complicity and our calling. Together we confess that we are in bondage to the sins 
of racism and white supremacy and, at the same time, we rejoice in the freedom that is 
ours in Christ Jesus who “has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility be-
tween us” (Ephesians 2:14). May God continue to guide us as we seek repentance and 
renewal, and racial justice and reconciliation among God’s precious children. 
 
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, 2015: On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Ma-
rie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywan-
za Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson 
were murdered by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for Bi-
ble study and prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often re-
ferred to as Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and 
Simmons were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. A reso-
lution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance for the martyrdom of the Eman-
uel Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America on August 8, 2019. Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged to reaffirm 
their commitment to repenting of the sins of racism and white supremacy which contin-
ue to plague this church, to venerate the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, and to mark 
this day of penitence with study and prayer. 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Establishing_June_17th_as_Emanuel_9_Commemoration_and_Day_of_Repentance.pdf
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Ed Paulson 

Verna Tweiten 

Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Jim and Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

 

Grace Place Meal in June 
 

"HOPE will be offering food for delivery to Grace Place on June 23. Traditionally 
this has been a summer picnic for the residents. Margaret Anderson is asking for 
monetary donations to help purchase the items needed for the picnic: hot dogs 
and buns, baked beans, potato salad, fruit, milk, snack items, etc. Please send 
your check to HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave, River Falls, WI  54022, and 
place Grace Place in the memo line. Money, not food items are needed for the 
June picnic. If anyone would like to drive the food to Grace Place on June 23, 
please contact Margaret at mgande@comcast.net or call her at 715-425-2792. 
Thank you everyone."  

mailto:mgande@comcast.net
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SUMMER WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE 
This summer you are invited to connect with your HOPE family on Wednesday 
evenings in a variety of ways! For now, please use the Wednesday Night Zoom 
link! (Meeting ID: 525 352 414 Password: 115011) 

1. June 

 June 3, & June 17: Midweek Devotion & Connection (June 17 in-
cludes Commemoration of Emmanuel 9) 

 June 10 & 24: Faithful Book Discussion on Waking Up White: And 
Finding Myself in the Story of Race.  

 
2. July 1, 8, 22, & 29 (no meeting July15): Burgers & Big Questions: We’ll 
tackle your BIG Faith questions one at a time each week. Submit your big 
questions to Pastor Annie: hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com  
 

3. August: TBD 
 
 
SUBMIT TOPICS FOR BURGERS & BIG QUESTIONS!  
Beginning July 1st we will gather on Wednesday evenings at 6PM for a nightly 
conversation topic! Until we can gather in person, you are encouraged to grill 
up or order your own take-out burger to enjoy at 6 while we engage these top-
ics together via Zoom!  
 
But I NEED YOUR BIG QUESTIONS! Simply email hopelutheranpas-
tor.rf@gmail.com with your “big faith question.” We’ll look at some of Christian 
history, scripture, and theology behind each one and the ways our current con-
texts impact our understanding. No topic is off topic! Past examples of big 
questions have been: “how do we welcome people we call different?” “What 
does our faith say about handling dysfunctional families?” “What do we think 
about life after death?” “Does God make mistakes?” Submit your big ques-
tions by June 24!  

ECUMENICAL RIVER FALLS BOOK DISCUSSION THIS SUMMER!  
Our local ministerium is recommending a joint study and discussion of the 
book, White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk about Racism 
by Robin DiAngelo. This title has been hard to come by in recent days, so the 
ministerium has put in a joint bulk order. If you would like one of the copies al-
lotted to HOPE, contact Olive in the church office. Cost will be $15, with part of 
the proceeds to benefit local justice and mercy ministries.  

The Evening Book Group is meeting virtually!  If you are interested in join-

ing in the discussion here are the selections 

 Monday, June 29th at 7 p.m. Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor 

 Monday, July 27th at 7 p.m. This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger 

 

https://zoom.us/j/424556345… 

Meeting ID: 424 556 345 
Password: 577144 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09&fbclid=IwAR0zXau5NZ3x8NngYSh8G5rona_tKbVlDrjeTN7rPcF0tID5H8ZYVGC4e84
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UPDATE on HOPE Covid Response  
The Executive Ministry Team and Worship Ministry Team of HOPE are engag-
ing in faithful and diligent conversation about how HOPE will continue to move 
forward during Covid-19. met this week and discussed our hopes and concerns 
in moving forward. Council will meet in the next week for further discussion and 
a task force is being assembled to help put recommended protocols in place for 
when we will worship in person.  
 
Here’s what we do know now: At this time we will NOT gather in person through 
at least June 7 while we continue to plan for recommendations put forward by 
county health departments, the ELCA, Wisconsin Council of Churches, and lo-
cal business resources.  
 
1. We will continue to worship online through July 5  While we patiently 

await our public health departments encouragement to move forward to 
gatherings of more than 10, we are using the month of June to get ready. Af-
ter July 5, Worship Ministry is planning for small, phased steps for returning 
to a new normal. Expect various options to be available for you for worship, 
communing, etc. 

2. We will continue to offer E-Worship via YouTube indefinitely, even after 
some gather in person. This has been a wonderful ministry tool for multiple 
reasons and we have decided this is an important component of our pres-
ence in the community moving forward. We are utilizing recently acquired 
Bold Generosity Technology Grantf money from the Northwest Synod of WI 
to update our A/V system to make this possible. 

3. We will exercise the utmost caution for everyone’s safety moving for-
ward. The task force team will utilize the remainder of June to put safety pre-
cautions into place and develop protocols and strategies for what our new in-
person worship and ministry in the time of Covid-19 will look like. This is up-
on advice from both local county public health departments as we strive to 
meet the threshold of gatherings larger than 10.Please know that the safety 
of our church family and wider community is our highest priority as a reflec-
tion of our call to love the neighbor.  

4. We are so grateful for your generosity! God has used each of you in in-
credible ways in these last few months to respond to the needs of our com-
munity, the evolving ways we are doing ministry, and so much more. Thank 
you for your time, creativity, and financial stewardship. You are being Christ 
in the world!  

5. We will make you aware of opportunities moving forward! Pastor Annie 
continues to meet weekly with local ecumenical leaders as well as ELCA col-
leagues to address being the Church in these days. Many wonderful oppor-
tunities continue to come our way thanks to these partnerships! Be on the 
look-out for more! Feel free to share your ideas, questions, or concerns with 
her directly at hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com or 309-781-0509.  

mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com


A Special Thank You To Everyone Who Helped Finish 

the Outdoor Worship Space Last Weekend 
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June Baptisms 

Waylon Bailey

Shane Bondhus

Erik Eaton

Jane Olson

Kathryn Scott

Luke Stang

June Birthdays

Name Birthday

Cara Getschel 2-Jun

Carol Knudsen 5-Jun

Zane Heinselman 6-Jun

Peter Nelson 7-Jun

Naomi Brandt 9-Jun

Julia Rydberg 9-Jun

Kathy Scott 9-Jun

Julie Schmidt 10-Jun

Elizabeth Rodewald 14-Jun

Eric Rodewald 14-Jun

Louie Bernard 15-Jun

Mark Ziebarth 15-Jun

Carol Poff 17-Jun

Milo Oppegard 22-Jun

Douglas Rudesill 26-Jun

Jack Stang 27-Jun

Daniel Malaney 29-Jun

Edward Paulson 29-Jun

Date

Celebrating 

Years 

Larry & Lynda Meyers 06/05 38

Douglas & Susie Rudesill 06/07 40

Craig & Jane Olson 06/08 41
Joe and Connie Kurten 06/11 49
Mark & Lisa Ziebarth 06/12 33
Bill & Kay Montgomery 06/17 59

Joseph McIntosh & Faye 06/18 35


