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Retaining the Sins of Our Ancestors 
May 27, 2020 
Rev. Annie Ladnier  
 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained  
-John 20:22-23  

 
In a break from Covid-19 news, came another disturbing account of racially 
motivated violence right across the river in Minneapolis. The news of George 
Floyd’s unnecessary death was a stark reminder to me that although the 
world has come together in so many ways during this pandemic, we continue 
to be very much entangled in the sin of racism. 
 
I understand this is sensitive territory. I know that each of us enters this kind 
of conversation the only way we can: from our own varying degrees of expe-
rience, concern, and understanding. While there are certainly nuances to this 
broad topic, I cannot, in good faith, watch yet another instance of this kind of 
racially charged violence and not name a thing for what it is. Dear ones, rac-
ism is not dead. It is not an issue only our neighbors to the south experience. 
It is very much alive and well right here. Even while the world has been pre-
occupied by this pandemic, we have seen the ways that systemic racism has 
made our siblings of color a disadvantaged victim of this virus. 
 
So, I find that this time is a perfect, no necessary, time to educate myself fur-
ther on the sins which I have inherited solely because of the color of my skin 
and my country of origin. And as we enter Pentecost, I feel the Spirit empow-
ering us to do the important and faithful, albeit challenging, work of repent-
ance and forgiveness of the sins of our ancestors. I invite you to join me in 
reading a book recommended by the Northwest Synod of WI, Waking 
Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race. We will have discus-
sion on the book Wednesdays, June 10 and 24 at 6PM via Zoom 
(Wednesday Night link). A Synod wide book discussion takes place, Mon-
day June 29. More info to come. Let Olive know if you have trouble finding 
the book!  
 
This is really hard work, but it is even more important than it is difficult. We 
do not engage in this holy work alone. The very Spirit of God is with us, em-
powering us to see the gifts in one another, to name the things for which we 
need to repent, to bury the things which are creating death, and to bring us 
into new life. Thanks be to God.  
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Ed Paulson 

Verna Tweiten 

Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen) 

Jim an Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

Food Pantry Sunday-June 7th  

We welcome your gifts of cash or checks that will be multiplied by 5 

in purchasing power for the Food Pantry. 

Plans Saturday (May 30)? 

The Missions Ministry received a request to assist with a fencing project 

for anyone who is interested. Jeff Rodewald is putting together details, 

and we will post more info on Facebook soon. Meanwhile, please let us 

know if you are available to help! 

THANKS!  

https://www.facebook.com/jeff.rodewald.9?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARC2ymP4fkf-HyKniAa5ybQrvR7p-vJrBjwLM1D_GDGj8Dlbxr0EbZONAokaC_9pxsDNlT8YRJ435wM6&dti=447827185278687&hc_location=group
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We are looking for volunteers to mow the church lawn this summer.  If you 

would like to spend an hour in the sunshine riding a mower to help maintain 

God’s house, please notify Doug Rudesill via email rudesill@comcast.net   

Volunteers Needed 

 
Do you want to be a part of the working group to define/design the road side signs 
that advertise HOPE. If so, contact Keith Getschel at keithgetschel@gmail.com 
and/or attend our next meeting on Wednesday May 27th at 7:00 pm. 
Join this Zoom meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5933347754 

SUMMER WEDNESDAYS AT HOPE 
This summer you are invited to connect with your HOPE family on Wednesday eve-
nings in a variety of ways! For now, please use the Wednesday Night Zoom link!  
1. May & June 

a. May 27, June 3, & June 17: Midweek Devotion & Connection 
b. June 10 & 24: Faithful Book Discussion on Waking Up White: And Finding 

Myself in the Story of Race.  
 

2. July: Burgers & Big Questions: We’ll tackle your BIG Faith questions one at a time 
each week.  

Submit your big questions to Pastor Annie: hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com  
 
3. August: TBD 

What Are You Reading?  
Many of us have found ourselves with extra time for reading these days! We’d love 
to know and share what you are reading!  
Email Olive in the office with your recommendations!  
hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com.  
 
Some recommendations from Coffee and Faithful Conversation this week: 

Overstory - by Richard Powers 
Dearly Beloved - by Cara Wall 
Little Fires Everywhere - by Celest Ng 

 

mailto:keithgetschel@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5933347754
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
mailto:hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com
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Covid Resource Reminder: 

In light of news of a larger outbreak here in River Falls, I know many of you have 

felt a bit more anxious about running your errands. Here are a couple resources 

you may find helpful for yourself or others: 

Many wonderful volunteers from our community, including Michelle Hanson, 

Kathy Scott, and Linda Jacobson, have put together the River Falls Virus Re-

sponse Team. This group of volunteers has received safety training in order to 

assist community members with grocery or medicine deliveries. If this is a ser-

vice you would find helpful you can learn more at the River Falls Virus Response 

Team Facebook page or email RiverFallsVRT@gmail.com. 

The Salvation Army has funds available to assist with rent, utility, and medical 

payments, transportation needs, and more. You can call 715 307-7750 for assis-

tance. 

 

HOPE Covid Response Update 

Both Worship Ministry Team and HOPE Council met this week and discussed our 

hopes and concerns in moving forward. We are hopeful that things will continue 

to get better, but do still want to exercise caution before gathering in any groups, 

especially due to recent local outbreaks. At this time we will NOT gather in per-

son through at least June 7 while we continue to plan for recommendations put 

forward by county health departments, the ELCA, Wisconsin Council of Church-

es, and local business resources.  

1. We have committed to continue offering E-Worship via YouTube even af-

ter some may start gathering in person. This has been a wonderful ministry 

tool for multiple reasons and we have decided this is an important component of 

our presence in the community moving forward. 

2. We will exercise the utmost caution for everyone’s safety moving for-

ward. This includes safety and sanitation measures, providing resources at 

church and in your home, and acknowledging there may be a series of openings 

and closures as we delve into next fall and winter. 

3. We are so grateful for your generosity! God has used each of you in in-

credible ways in these last few months to respond to the needs of our communi-

ty, the evolving ways we are doing ministry, and so much more. Thank you for 

your time, creativity, and financial stewardship. You are being Christ in the world! 

We will continue to make you aware of opportunities moving forward! Pas-

tor Annie is meeting with local ecumenical leaders as well as ELCA colleagues to 

create new ways for us to connect in the near future. Be on the look-out! Feel 

mailto:RiverFallsVRT@gmail.com
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Calling All Thrivent Members! 
 

We have a number of opportunities and needs arising during this time that we could 
utilize Thrivent Action Team dollars for! If you have a Thrivent membership you have 
the ability to apply for 2 Action Team projects per year. Each project is eligible for 
$250.00 of seed money! That can really add up!  

Please contact Olive in the church office (hopelutheranoffice.rf@gmail.com)  if you 
have access to these funds! If you currently do not, but are interested in such ac-
cess, learn more about an associate Thrivent membership here. If you are already a 
Thrivent member, but have never utilized this benefit of your membership, learn how 
to do so here.  

Olive will connect you with a HOPE ministry team representative that can help you 
put your dollars to generous use!  

Grace Place Meal in June 
 

"HOPE will be offering food for delivery to Grace Place on June 23. Traditionally 
this has been a summer picnic for the residents. Margaret Anderson is asking for 
monetary donations to help purchase the items needed for the picnic: hot dogs 
and buns, baked beans, potato salad, fruit, milk, snack items, etc. Please send 
your check to HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave, River Falls, WI  54022, and 
place Grace Place in the memo line. Money, not food items are needed for the 
June picnic. If anyone would like to drive the food to Grace Place on June 23, 
please contact Margaret at mgande@comcast.net or call her at 715-425-2792. 
Thank you everyone."  

Help with Virtual Worship! 
 

As it becomes clear that we will continue online worship for quite some time, Pastor 
Annie is looking for additional volunteers who might be willing to do the following: 

1. Sing, read, or pray during the live stream on Sunday mornings at 9:30, utilizing 
proper social distancing practices. 
 
2. Record songs, readings, or prayers from home and upload to Google Drive. 
Pastor Annie is learning more about video editing and can utilize your gifts from the 
safety of your home! 

 
3. Do you have video or sound recording  and editing expertise? The Worship 
team could use your skills! We have received funds from the Northwest Synod of 
WI’s “Bold Generosity Capital Campaign Technology Grant” to make some up-
grades. Please contact Pastor Annie if you think you could assist with researching 
equipment, or with recording or video editing!  
 
4. Do you know someone who might have these gifts who would otherwise not be 
engaged with a faith community, but who might be willing to share these gifts dur-
ing this time? Consider reaching out to them with an invitation!  

https://www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
mailto:mgande@comcast.net
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June Baptisms 

Waylon Bailey

Shane Bondhus

Erik Eaton

Jane Olson

Kathryn Scott

Luke Stang

June Birthdays

Name Birthday

Cara Getschel 2-Jun

Carol Knudsen 5-Jun

Zane Heinselman 6-Jun

Peter Nelson 7-Jun

Naomi Brandt 9-Jun

Julia Rydberg 9-Jun

Kathy Scott 9-Jun

Julie Schmidt 10-Jun

Elizabeth Rodewald 14-Jun

Eric Rodewald 14-Jun

Louie Bernard 15-Jun

Mark Ziebarth 15-Jun

Carol Poff 17-Jun

Milo Oppegard 22-Jun

Douglas Rudesill 26-Jun

Jack Stang 27-Jun

Daniel Malaney 29-Jun

Edward Paulson 29-Jun

Date

Celebrating 

Years 

Larry & Lynda Meyers 06/05 38

Douglas & Susie Rudesill 06/07 40

Craig & Jane Olson 06/08 41
Joe and Connie Kurten 06/11 49
Mark & Lisa Ziebarth 06/12 33
Bill & Kay Montgomery 06/17 59

Joseph McIntosh & Faye 06/18 35
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Dear HOPE Family, 
 

We understand how difficult it is to not be able to join your HOPE family in person.  We hope you 
have been able to connect to our virtual worship services via YouTube and Zoom. All information on 
these options is on our website at www.hopelutheranrf.com under “Virtual”. 
 

We also know that supporting HOPE is important to you.  Our work supporting the church, members 
and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge.  Here are some ways you 
can continue to make financial contributions to HOPE and the organizations we support.  
 

1.    Download the GivePlus mobile app.  Click on this video link for instructions  GivePlus App 
Video    GivePlus app saves your profile/credit card or checking account info and allows for 
recurring donations so you can give on a regular schedule or just one time anytime and any-
where.   You can change the giving options in your profile.  When asked if you want to cover 
processing fee please click yes... it helps cover a portion of the processing cost.  

 

 
 

2.  On the HOPE web site... click on this link to access the giving page http://
www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/  Then follow the instructions to set up an account or 
log in to the secure Vanco link.  When asked if you want to cover processing fee please click 
yes.. it helps cover the processing cost. 

 

3.  As always you can mail a check to HOPE. 
 

HOPE Lutheran 
3337 Kingsbarn Rd 

River Falls WI 54022. 
 

Indicate in the memo line of the check if you are donating to the general fund, building fund, outdoor 
facility or one of the many organizations that HOPE supports (or how much of the donation goes to 
each fund).  Our office hours haven’t changed so any communication/donations mailed to the church 
will be processed as they normally would.  
HOPE Lutheran is a strong community. We will weather this together, even if we’re not meeting in 
person.  
 

We are excited to have you join us on our YouTube channel!  and thank you for your continued finan-
cial support of HOPE.    
 
God Bless. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com
https://vimeo.com/262292774?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84996430&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PcX_8cH2MUeanfcN7O__Or70-8SLPgDjqD_XSbhCXyXE7LsVMHMzeNcbpD1_8Iu3mvev_eQyIQ6pEVW27qJYFvevauDY42YI-6iW8QpdlMreKz9I&_hsmi=84996430
https://vimeo.com/262292774?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84996430&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PcX_8cH2MUeanfcN7O__Or70-8SLPgDjqD_XSbhCXyXE7LsVMHMzeNcbpD1_8Iu3mvev_eQyIQ6pEVW27qJYFvevauDY42YI-6iW8QpdlMreKz9I&_hsmi=84996430
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber

