HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and sharing
with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”.
Sunday, May 10, 2020
5th Sunday of Easter

Welcome
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism!
Using your at-home baptism bowl, dip your fingers in the water and trace the sign of the cross on your own, or a family member’s forehead.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In
the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the
way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and
on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this
font, and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life
only you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to
follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture
The First Reading from the book of Acts 7:55-60
Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”
But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your name,
lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, God of truth.
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

Second Reading from the book of 1 Peter 2: 2-10
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious
in God's sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: "See, I am laying in Zion
a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame." To you
then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the builders rejected has
become the very head of the corner," and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall."
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel According to John chapter 14: 1-14
Glory to you ,O Lord
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.
And you know the way to the place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him." Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus
said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, "Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does
his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because
of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and,
in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Children’s Message
Sermon
Hymn of the Day

Pastor Lucas Ladnier

5

Prayers of Intercession
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and places in
praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Build us up, mothering God, as living stones united in your spiritual house. Continually strengthen your church
as it is sent forth to proclaim your love. Be with each of our congregations as we discover new ways to be your
Church in these days. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Humble us, creator God, as part of your creation. Fill us with respect and awe for the world you have made,
including volcanoes, ocean currents, tropical rainstorms, glaciers, micro-organisms, viruses and all other forces
that both destroy and create life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Align our ways to your love, O God. We pray for countries, leaders, and other organizations as they prepare
paths forward during this pandemic. Give them special attention to tend to the needs of those who were
already seeking refuge and safety. Bless the work of Lutheran Social Services, ELCA World Hunger, and all
disaster response organizations. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of healing and rest, help those whose hearts are heavy and weighed down by many troubles. Comfort
their suffering, ease their distress, and carry their burdens. We pray especially for those named on our prayer
list, for all who are battling Covid-19 physically, emotionally, or financially. Bring your healing and your peace,
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurturing God, on this Mother’s Day, we pray for all those who nurture, tend, and teach young children, for the
safe pregnancies of expectant parents, and for families who struggle with infertility and miscarriage. We pray
for mothers who make difficult decisions to best care for their children and we pray for those who had hoped to
be mothers but have been led to different paths. We give thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and
we remember all for whom this day is difficult. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Generous God, you call into your brilliant light all who have died. Give us faith to take hold of the promise of
your eternal life, trusting in it all the more these days for those who are forced to die alone. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; through
Christ. Amen.
Offering
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even when we cannot be together in person! Here are ways to give:
GIVE ONLINE: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here.
Give by Mobile App: Search "GivePlus Church" on Apple or Android devices and follow instructions
MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022

Offertory Hymn
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Offertory Prayer
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an abundance,
just as you do with our lives. Use these gifts to bring the gift of your resurrection life to all people in our
community and world, and unite us again soon to be fed and nourished at your table, in the strength of
the risen Christ, who taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending
Christ is risen, just as he said.
Stay at home. Stay well. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God, Alleluia!
Special thanks to the following people for making this worship service possible:
Rev. Lucas Ladnier of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Beldenville, WI (Preacher)
Betty Lou Oppegard (Pianist)
Karen Rodewald (Assisting Minister & Music leadership)
Jeff Rodewald (A/V Tech Support)
All of you for gathering in worship this morning!
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under OneLicense #A-731585.
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SB155603

8

9

Please lift up the following people in prayer
Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller (Sara Filarsky’s cousins)
Verna Tweiten
Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson)
Rosa Mejia (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste)
Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery)
Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth)
James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen)
Jim an Ila June Pratt
Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father)
Jerry Brandt
Lane Branson (relative of Boock family)
Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt)
Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott)
Tanner Kelm
Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks)
Carol Moenke
Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz)
Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson)
Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson)
Jon Boyce
Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts)
Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law)
Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald)
Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald)
Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum)
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