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Made to Lie Down: A Reflection by Pastor Annie Ladnier 

This week we will share Psalm 23 together. I know I have delivered multiple funeral 

sermons on this text. Any other time this text comes up on a Sunday morning it strikes 

me as odd for that very reason- it’s just so out of context from when I typically preach on 

it. This year, however, it seems all the more fitting. 

As we enter week 7 of our Stay at Home order, we’ve been faced to grieve quite a 

bit. As the “Badger Bounce Back” plan was released, we’ve realized that what was an ini-

tial crisis, has become more of a new normal. This isn’t just a blizzard, but a full on win-

ter, and it might not even be a winter, but a bit of its own little ice age. As the realities 

deepen, the things we grieve begin to stack up. So hearing a text we often hear at funer-

als might be just the comfort we need. 

 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

  You restore my soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.  

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:2-4).  

 The words in bold are what stuck out to me as I read this Psalm over and over. We 

are being forced to lie down in this season-to pause our frantic lives, to literally sit at 

home, to be still. And we hate it. Well, at least I will admit that I hate it!  

I can feel us all growing weary of the novelty of this time. I can feel the pressure 

mounting to “just” gather at a distance outside or “just” take the kids into the store, or 

“just” do any other number of seemingly small things because this is all just getting to be 

a bit too much.  

 But dear ones, the Lord is calling us, as the ones called to love our neighbors, to 

just wait a little longer. We are being called in this season to lie down in pretty green pas-

tures. We have our basic needs met. We are fed, clothed, sheltered. We have cell 

phones charged and Netflix accounts to entertain us. Home schooling is a bear, but we 

have the resources to do it and it’s almost over. We can do this. We’ve done hard things 

before.  

Besides, we know, that even when things are hard-maybe seemingly impossible- 

with God all things are possible. God has used hard seasons before to restore us, and 

God will do so now too. I know each of us has shared a way that God has opened our 

eyes to some kind of restoration in this season that somewhere, deep inside us, we were 

actually longing for. God is planting new life and new fruit in the midst of this and the 

seeds being planted in this strange season promise to bear life for years to come. Can 

you think of a few things that you will treasure from this time? A few new ways of being 

that you hope to hold onto long after this is over? 

Look, I do not intend to belittle the gravity of this situation or to tell you to shrug it 

off. It absolutely stinks and, did I mention, I hate it? But I know that I am not alone in this 

and neither are you.  God is right in this with us too. We are absolutely walking 

through valleys of death all around us- death of the way of life as we knew it, deaths of 

sports seasons, ceremonies, and festivals, and the literal physical deaths of people 

whom we love deeply and the tragic attempts at mourning from a distance. But we carry 

a faith in the One whom death has no power over. We worship a mighty God who cannot 

even be contained by a stone tomb, and so surely is not going to allow all of God’s crea-

tion to end on account of some virus! We can do this. We can die down a while longer. 

We can be still. We can allow God to restore us. Amen.  
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Megan Dachel & Miranda Miller  (Sara Filarsky’s cousins) 

Ed Paulson 

Verna Tweiten 

Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen) 

Jim an Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

Food Pantry Sunday– May 3rd  

We welcome your gifts of non perishable food items, and of cash or checks 

that will be multiplied by 5 in purchasing power for the Food Pantry. 

Special Prayers 
 

Please send special prayers this week for Verna Tweiten, Ed Paulson 

and Bud Ziebarth.  All were hospitalized with pneumonia this week. 



This Week’s Note for Confirmation Families 
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Hello Confirmation Families, 
 
It was so great catching up with a few of you last Wednesday! You are definitely 
missed! Here is the plan moving forward: 
 
1. Just as you were expected to be in worship prior to our break, I encourage you to 

join in our Zoom Midweek Worship at 6PM. This is still an interactive worship time, 
with opportunities to connect with others and volunteer to lead different parts! It will 
serve as the basic lesson time for confirmation as well. Due to the online for-
mat, we find this runs closer to the hour. You are welcome to enjoy your dinner 
while we worship. Here is the link to join Zoom  

 
https://zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09 
Meeting ID: 525 352 414 
Password: 115011 

 
2. Beginning at 7 (or earlier if worship is done and you are present) we will have our 

confirmation only time! Each week will have a theme and this week's theme is 
WACKY HEADWARE. So find your wackiest headpiece and surprise us with it in 
the Zoom call! We'll do a brief large group time and then enjoyll utilize the breakout 
rooms feature in Zoom to meet with your normal small group leaders. This is your 
time to connect with others, to name any joys and struggles you are feeling in the 
midst of this, to pray for one another, our community, and world and to be reminded 
of God's promises to you! 

 
3. If any of you would like to share any special music during our midweek worship, I 

welcome it! You can simply share right from your own home!   
 
4. If anything emerges for you that you think would be worth us learning about from a 

faith perspective during these weeks, let me know and we can engage the topic.  
 
Rev. Annie Ladnier 
hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com 
Office: 715-425-9750 
Cell: 309-781-0509 
"Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to 
let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?" Isaiah 58:6  

https://zoom.us/j/525352414?pwd=bER4Z1gxazFzQmlVejJNV3NMb0VFdz09
mailto:hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com
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Wednesday Evening Worship Service and Confirmation Check In 

 Worship starts at 6:00 

 Confirmation Check In begins at 7:00 

 

(USE SAME LINK EACH WEEK): https://zoom.us/j/525352414 

Interested in gardening? 
 

HOPE garden spots (10’ x 50’) are available.  If you are interested, contact 

Susie Rudesill via email at Ruedsill@comcast.net by May 2nd.  We will be 

planting any unused plots with sunflowers and pumpkins.   

As we close out the month of April we thank you for your continued financial sup-
port.   Many members have adapted to new giving methods by using automatic ac-
count transfers,  Giving+ online, Give+ mobile app or Give+ text, as well as mailing 
checks to HOPE.  
 
Year to date (as of today) 
General Giving = $44,262  (budget = $50,592) 
General Expenses = $45,807  (budget = $51,484) 
 
Building Mortgage Giving = $9,215 (budget $16,668) 
Building Mortgage Expense = $24,791 
 
Outdoor Facility Giving = $1,275 (budget = $2,668) 
Outdoor Facility Expenses = $2,676 
 
In response to the COVID-19 situation.  
1. Ask all Ministry teams to delay purchases until later in the year when possible 
2. Delay purchasing chairs for sanctuary until later in the year 
3. Postpone paying an additional $1609 per month on the Building Mortgage principal 
4. Continue to encourage members to give to keep HOPE's financially healthy 

https://zoom.us/j/525352414
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1. TUESDAYS @ 11AM: Coffee & Faithful Conversation with Pastor Annie via Zoom! 
You can USE THIS SAME LINK & PASSWORD EACH WEEK: Join Zoom Meet-
ing: https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09 
Meeting ID: 424 556 345 Password: 577144 

 

2. Wednesday Evening Worship WEDNESDAY @ 6PM (USE SAME LINK EACH 
WEEK): https://zoom.us/j/525352414 

 

3. Virtual Worship SUNDAYS AT 9:30 on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber   

 

4. Look for a weekly PDF At-Home Worship Bulletin to be included in TWAH, This 
will also be posted on our Facebook page and website. 

 

5. All virtual opportunities also have links directly on our church website: http://
www.hopelutheranrf.com/ 

 

6. Stay tuned to our public Facebook page!  NOTE: YOU CAN ACCESS THIS PAGE 
EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A FACEBOOK ACCOUNT! 

 

7. Join and stay connected to our private Hope Facebook Group to engage with fel-
low members and friends of the congregation: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/447827185278687/ 

 

Some Ways to Stay Connected  

Virtual Coffee Hour THIS SUNDAY! 

 

I miss seeing your beautiful faces and I’m sure you are missing one another! Let’s join 

together this Sunday for a Virtual Coffee Hour from the comforts of our own homes! 

Grab your own cup of coffee and a treat and we’ll take some time to reconnect! I’ll 

have some starter questions for us and we can utilize break out rooms if necessary! I 

hope to see you there! 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87507332229?

pwd=VFIvQVdJNnk2VjZvZnA1TlVOUUdOdz09 

Meeting ID: 875 0733 2229 

Password: 595492 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,87507332229#,,1#,595492# US (Germantown) 

+13126266799,,87507332229#,,1#,595492# US (Chicago) 

 

https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09
https://zoom.us/j/525352414
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/447827185278687/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/447827185278687/
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Dear HOPE Family, 
 

We understand how difficult it is to not be able to join your HOPE family in person.  We hope you 
have been able to connect to our virtual worship services via YouTube and Zoom. All information on 
these options is on our website at www.hopelutheranrf.com under “Virtual”. 
 

We also know that supporting HOPE is important to you.  Our work supporting the church, members 
and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge.  Here are some ways you 
can continue to make financial contributions to HOPE and the organizations we support.  
 

1.    Download the GivePlus mobile app.  Click on this video link for instructions  GivePlus App 
Video    GivePlus app saves your profile/credit card or checking account info and allows for 
recurring donations so you can give on a regular schedule or just one time anytime and any-
where.   You can change the giving options in your profile.  When asked if you want to cover 
processing fee please click yes... it helps cover a portion of the processing cost.  

 

 
 

2.  On the HOPE web site... click on this link to access the giving page http://
www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/  Then follow the instructions to set up an account or 
log in to the secure Vanco link.  When asked if you want to cover processing fee please click 
yes.. it helps cover the processing cost. 

 

3.  As always you can mail a check to HOPE. 
 

HOPE Lutheran 
3337 Kingsbarn Rd 

River Falls WI 54022. 
 

Indicate in the memo line of the check if you are donating to the general fund, building fund, outdoor 
facility or one of the many organizations that HOPE supports (or how much of the donation goes to 
each fund).  Our office hours haven’t changed so any communication/donations mailed to the church 
will be processed as they normally would.  
HOPE Lutheran is a strong community. We will weather this together, even if we’re not meeting in 
person.  
 

We are excited to have you join us on our YouTube channel!  and thank you for your continued finan-
cial support of HOPE.    
 
God Bless. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com
https://vimeo.com/262292774?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84996430&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PcX_8cH2MUeanfcN7O__Or70-8SLPgDjqD_XSbhCXyXE7LsVMHMzeNcbpD1_8Iu3mvev_eQyIQ6pEVW27qJYFvevauDY42YI-6iW8QpdlMreKz9I&_hsmi=84996430
https://vimeo.com/262292774?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84996430&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PcX_8cH2MUeanfcN7O__Or70-8SLPgDjqD_XSbhCXyXE7LsVMHMzeNcbpD1_8Iu3mvev_eQyIQ6pEVW27qJYFvevauDY42YI-6iW8QpdlMreKz9I&_hsmi=84996430
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber


If you would like to know more about what’s happening at HOPE please 

contact the office.  Olive will be happy to send you  Ministry Reports, 

Council Minutes and Financial Reports.  

Prayer Requests 
One of the privileges of being a part of the body of Christ is the opportunity to share 
in the joy and the sorrow of others.  If you have a special prayer request or would 
like to place someone on the prayer chain, please contact the church office via email 
hopelutheran.rf@gmail.com or call 715-425-9750, and we will make sure to add that 
person to our prayer list. 
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Melissa Kolb 2-May

Lillian Brill 12-May

Henry Bailey 13-May

Stacia Johnson 13-May

Hunter Rodewald 14-May

Cecelia Bernard 15-May

Tanner Heinselman 15-May

Camden Roquette 15-May

David Hendrickson 19-May

Shane Bondhus 20-May

Brady Sailer 22-May

Spencer Ziebarth 23-May

James Malaney 23-May

Kay Montgomery 25-May

May Birthdays

May Baptisms

John Peter Eaton

Lee Getschel
Camden Johnson

Kieran Johnson

Grant Klacan

Melissa Kolb

Jean Loudon

Bill Montgomery

Rosemary Nelson
Faye Perkins

Eric Rydland

Mason Shea

Zoe Tokheim

Carly Wunrow

May Anniversaries Date

Years to 

Celebrate

Leonard & Connie Juaire 23-May 33

Michael & Michelle Hansen 28-May

Bill Warner & Linda Jacobson 30-May 27

mailto:hopelutheran.rf@gmail.com

