
This Week At HOPE - April 15, 2020 

An Updated Pastoral Message on Holy Communion Practice During Pandemic 

April 14, 2020 

From Pastor Annie Ladnier  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, alleluia! Grace and peace to each of you as we continue to 

walk through these strange days together! It was such a blessing to gather with you via Zoom and 

YouTube for Holy Week worship services. While it was different than most years, I know that the Spirit 

was present and is up to some extra holy work in our worship and conversations this season. The Good 

News is that not even a pandemic can prevent Jesus from being raised! Alleluia! 

 

I wanted to recap my previous statement after being asked a few more questions regarding the practice 

of Holy Communion in this time. The official position of the ELCA is that during this season of the coro-

navirus pandemic we are fasting from the sacrament of Holy Communion.  As Lutherans, we confess 

that we receive the “means of grace” through both the Word and Sacraments. During this season of 

fasting we go deep into God’s Word. We just experienced God’s grace in the powerful story of Jesus’ 

last days, his crucifixion, and resurrection. We now move into powerful stories of Acts and the early 

church community. God promises to be present as we share in these stories together! 

 

As Lutherans, we believe and confess that Holy Communion is a sacrament shared in community. 

Something that is important for our practice of Holy Communion is to “discern the body.” This means 

two things. First, we believe that Christ’s body and blood is physically present in, with, and under the 

bread and wine. Second, we believe this special meal is to be celebrated with the gathered Christian 

community, also known as the body of Christ.  

 

In community we receive the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. We commune as an assem-

bled community. As Lutherans we don’t practice private baptisms or private communion, unless there 

are extenuating circumstances like a sick baby in the hospital or elder unable to leave home to attend 

worship. The Coronavirus pandemic has certainly created extenuating circumstances. The decision to 

perform an emergency baptism or provide home communion is a pastoral care decision made in love, 

for the spiritual wellbeing of the member. Part of my pastoral care is to discern if what I am doing is 

something that gives life or harms it. Part of my ordination vow is to “hold the sacraments in good or-

der.” Therefore, the Eucharist is presided over and blessed by an ordained minister.  

 

In my own prayerful reflection of these factors, I believe it is faithful to follow the ELCA’s official guid-

ance in continuing to fast from Holy Communion in this season until further prayer, discernment, or di-

rection from our Church leaders provides different clarity. I do this for a few reasons: 

1. It is important to be unified as the Church Body in this season and fasting together symbolizes this 

unity, especially until the whole body arrives at any different conclusion. I realize there are other 

congregations, even some in the ELCA who are communing, but I do not believe this is the most 

faithful choice at this time.  

2. While some of us have families to commune with, many of our siblings are alone in this time, and 

Holy Communion is something we should be able to share in together. I fear celebrating this meal, 

while some are completely alone, may do more mental health harm than good. 

3. While this is an extenuating circumstance, we are not at a point where any of our members are fac-

ing death. I will make special accommodations for these circumstances. 

4. I remain prayerful about what this may look like if our isolation extends into months. The Bishop of 

the Northwest Synod of WI, Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson, has advised us to use our best pastoral 

care judgment. If we choose to celebrate Holy Communion together we do so with an actual form of 

bread and an actual form of fruit juice or wine. Jesus used bread and wine, so we do not use cook-

ies or milk, for example.  We also do not refer to it as “virtual Communion” because Christ IS 

really present, so this would be labeled “in home Communion” just as when I or a Eucharis-

tic minister conducts such a visit in normal circumstances.  

 

I appreciate the trust you have placed in me to live into my vow of holding these sacraments in good 

order. I welcome any of your questions or concerns about this. Please continue to read future communi-

cation from HOPE to stay informed on any changes or special circumstances involving this practice.  

 
“So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one another.”  
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Rae Farley (friend of Paula Klacan & Marcella Field) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen) 

Jim an Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Jacob Esanbock (Mary Thompson’s nephew) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

 

Wednesday Evening Worship Service and Confirmation Check In 

Begins Tonight 

 

 Worship starts at 6:00 

 Confirmation Check In begins at 7:00 

 

(USE SAME LINK EACH WEEK): https://zoom.us/j/525352414 

https://zoom.us/j/525352414
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Most of you know that Jeffrey Ginn enlisted in the US Navy re-
cently. He will be leaving for boot camp at the end of April.  We 
had planned a going away party but it had to be cancelled. I want 
him to leave knowing he is loved and supported. This Saturday, 
April 18th, we will be sitting outside our house and you are invited 
to drive by and show your support. We will maintain social dis-
tancing.  

 
When: Saturday, APRIL 18 

Time: 5:00 - 8:00 PM 
Address: 1472 Foster Street, River Falls, WI 54022 
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Dear HOPE Family, 
 

We understand how difficult it is to not be able to join your HOPE family in person.  We hope you 
have been able to connect to our virtual worship services via YouTube and Zoom. All information on 
these options is on our website at www.hopelutheranrf.com under “Virtual”. 
 

We also know that supporting HOPE is important to you.  Our work supporting the church, members 
and our community will not stop because of this public health challenge.  Here are some ways you 
can continue to make financial contributions to HOPE and the organizations we support.  
 

1.    Download the GivePlus mobile app.  Click on this video link for instructions  GivePlus App 
Video    GivePlus app saves your profile/credit card or checking account info and allows for 
recurring donations so you can give on a regular schedule or just one time anytime and any-
where.   You can change the giving options in your profile.  When asked if you want to cover 
processing fee please click yes... it helps cover a portion of the processing cost.  

 

 
 

2.  On the HOPE web site... click on this link to access the giving page http://
www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/  Then follow the instructions to set up an account or 
log in to the secure Vanco link.  When asked if you want to cover processing fee please click 
yes.. it helps cover the processing cost. 

 

3.  As always you can mail a check to HOPE. 
 

HOPE Lutheran 
3337 Kingsbarn Rd 

River Falls WI 54022. 
 

Indicate in the memo line of the check if you are donating to the general fund, building fund, outdoor 
facility or one of the many organizations that HOPE supports (or how much of the donation goes to 
each fund).  Our office hours haven’t changed so any communication/donations mailed to the church 
will be processed as they normally would.  
HOPE Lutheran is a strong community. We will weather this together, even if we’re not meeting in 
person.  
 

We are excited to have you join us on our YouTube channel!  and thank you for your continued finan-
cial support of HOPE.    
 
God Bless. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com
https://vimeo.com/262292774?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84996430&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PcX_8cH2MUeanfcN7O__Or70-8SLPgDjqD_XSbhCXyXE7LsVMHMzeNcbpD1_8Iu3mvev_eQyIQ6pEVW27qJYFvevauDY42YI-6iW8QpdlMreKz9I&_hsmi=84996430
https://vimeo.com/262292774?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=84996430&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--PcX_8cH2MUeanfcN7O__Or70-8SLPgDjqD_XSbhCXyXE7LsVMHMzeNcbpD1_8Iu3mvev_eQyIQ6pEVW27qJYFvevauDY42YI-6iW8QpdlMreKz9I&_hsmi=84996430
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
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1. TUESDAYS @ 11AM: Coffee & Faithful Conversation with Pastor Annie via Zoom! 
You can USE THIS SAME LINK & PASSWORD EACH WEEK: Join Zoom Meet-
ing: https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09 
Meeting ID: 424 556 345 Password: 577144 

 

2. Wednesday Evening Worship WEDNESDAY @ 6PM (USE SAME LINK EACH 
WEEK): https://zoom.us/j/525352414 

 

3. Virtual Worship SUNDAYS AT 9:30 on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber   

 

4. Look for a weekly PDF At-Home Worship Bulletin to be included in TWAH, This 
will also be posted on our Facebook page and website. 

 

5. All virtual opportunities also have links directly on our church website: http://
www.hopelutheranrf.com/ 

 

6. Stay tuned to our public Facebook page!  NOTE: YOU CAN ACCESS THIS PAGE 
EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A FACEBOOK ACCOUNT! 

 

7. Join and stay connected to our private Hope Facebook Group to engage with fel-
low members and friends of the congregation: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/447827185278687/ 

 

Some Ways to Stay Connected  

https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09
https://zoom.us/j/525352414
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/447827185278687/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/447827185278687/


If you would like to know more about what’s happening at HOPE please 

contact the office.  Olive will be happy to send you  Ministry Reports, 

Council Minutes and Financial Reports.  

Prayer Requests 
One of the privileges of being a part of the body of Christ is the opportunity to share 
in the joy and the sorrow of others.  If you have a special prayer request or would 
like to place someone on the prayer chain, please contact the church office via email 
hopelutheran.rf@gmail.com or call 715-425-9750, and we will make sure to add that 
person to our prayer list. 

This Week At HOPE - April 15, 2020 

April Baptisms

Anne Anderson

Margaret Anderson

Louis Bernard

Mischa Carlson

Charles Eaton

Kenna Frisch

Craig Olson

Erik Oppegard

Sharon Paulson

Paul Perkins-Mcintosh

Amanda Robinson

Matthew Schmidt

Jack Stang

Erik Warner

John Warner

Kaija Warner

Ben Wunrow

Amanda Ziebarth

Name Birthday

John Hamilton 2-Apr

Sawyer Filarsky 4-Apr

Michael Stang 5-Apr

Jean Loudon 11-Apr

Traci Wolfe 11-Apr

Cathy Wunrow 11-Apr

Doug Thompson 13-Apr

Faye Perkins 14-Apr

Cole Frisch 17-Apr

Erik Eaton 25-Apr

Jerry Brandt 27-Apr

April Birthdays

Celebrating

Eric & Lisa Rydland 30-Apr 15 Years

mailto:hopelutheran.rf@gmail.com

