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HOPE is called by God to look beyond ourselves. We walk together in faith, treasuring all people and 
sharing with them the love, hope, and acceptance that is in Christ”. 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 
Palm Sunday 

WELCOME 
GATHERING 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 21:1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.”  This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on 
a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey 
and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.  A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of him 
and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
“Who is this?”  The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 
 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.  Today he entered the holy city 
in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  
Bless these branches, gathered from our homes and yards this year, and those who carry them.  Grant us grace 
to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
PROCESSION 
Let us go forth in peace, 
in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

While we worship together, apart, this Palm Sunday, you are encouraged to wave your homemade branch 
while parading around your own home! You might consider even parading around your yard in celebration! 

Afterward, you are encouraged to place your palm on your doorway or window  
to help others celebrate Palm Sunday!  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation 
of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus 
Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus 
as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. 
Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  The Lord GOD has opened 
my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks 
to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  
 
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near.  Who will contend with me?  Let us stand up 
together.  Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront me.  It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare 
me guilty? 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my 
belly. 
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength fails me because of affliction, 
and my bones are consumed.   
I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; when they see 
me in the street they avoid me. 
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot. 
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together against me; they 
plot to take my life.   
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord.  I have said, “You are my God.   
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.  
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.” 
 
SECOND READING  
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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SERMON 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

 
Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 
need. 
God of mercy, in these bizarre days, awaken your church to proclaim your faithfulness in new ways! By your 
Spirit, give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary ones in our community, country, and 
world with the message of your redemption. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threatened 
habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers who find ways to 
restore creation to health and wholeness. Use this time of quiet and isolation to restore the earth. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to leaders 
who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and those who face 
execution. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt, especially 
those stuck in abusive homes in these weeks. Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those 
suffering chronic or terminal illness. Tend to all who cry out for relief especially those made ill by Covid-19, and 
those who mourn the loss of loved ones to it. We lift up those on our prayer list too, that in all of our needs, you 
would Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week, especially as we gather in 
different ways this year. In all things, show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give 
of ourselves for the sake of others. Make this week a holy encounter with you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven and on 
earth especially those who have died from this pandemic, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our 
resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to you; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
OFFERING 
Your gifts enable our ministry to continue even when we cannot be together in person! Here are ways to give: 
GIVE ONLINE. Make sure to click “Sign In/Sign Up”  
Give by Text to: 833-961-2156. Learn how here. 

http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/giveonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nj7AiH6rty0
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MAIL YOUR OFFERING: HOPE Lutheran, 3337 Kingsbarn Ave., River Falls, WI 54022 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and 
these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PREPARING OUR HEARTS FOR HOLY WEEK 
The Holy Gospel According Matthew 26:14-39 
Glory to you O Lord 
 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give 
me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for an 
opportunity to betray him. 
 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us to make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The 
Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” So the disciples did 
as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. When it was evening, he took his place 
with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” And they 
became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” He answered, “The 
one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have 
been born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.” When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written, ‘I will strike 
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to 
Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” Jesus said 
to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” Peter said to him, 
“Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I go 
over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and 
agitated. Then he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 
me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what you want.” 
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The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
Holy God, 
speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

☩ bless you, unbind you, 

and send you in love and in peace. 
Amen. 

 
Sending 
Stay at home, stay well, share the Good News.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Music in this service has been broadcast and re-printed under OneLicense  #A-731585. 
Liturgy and prayers have been reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number SB155603 
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 Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Jed Reiten & family (upon the death of his mother, Marilyn) 

Caitlyn Huls (granddaughter of Olive Olson) 

Rosa Mejia  (friend of Karen and Steve Kaste) 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Rae Farley (friend of Paula Klacan & Marcella Field) 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen) 

Jim an Ila June Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Jacob Esanbock (Mary Thompson’s nephew) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

  

Dear Hope Family, 
Here is some immediate info on opportunities to connect in the midst of Covid-19 THIS week, April 5-April 12, 2020 

1. TUESDAYS @ 11AM: Coffee & Faithful Conversation with Pastor Annie via Zoom! You can USE THIS SAME LINK 
& PASSWORD EACH WEEK: Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09 Meeting ID: 424 556 345 Password: 577144 

 

2. Virtual Maundy Thursday DINNER CHURCH @ 6PM: https://zoom.us/j/525352414 

3. Virtual Good Friday Worship @ 7PM on YouTube! 
4. Virtual EASTER SUNDAY Worship SUNDAY, April 12 

SUNRISE on FACEBOOK LIVE @ 7AM! 
9:30 Worship on YouTube! 

  

5. Look for your Sunday AT-HOME Worship Bulletin in This Week At Hope, to arrive on Wednesdays! This is also 
posted on our Facebook page and website. 
All virtual opportunities also have links direct links on our church website: http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/ 

6. Stay tuned to our public Facebook page!  NOTE: YOU CAN ACCESS THIS PAGE EVEN IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A 
FACEBOOK ACCOUNT! 

7. Join and stay connected to our private Hope Facebook Group to engage with fellow members & friends of HOPE 

https://zoom.us/j/424556345?pwd=TllRQTlKY1dDdkkvK3RHdnl6a0Jjdz09
https://zoom.us/j/525352414
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fy8WmaXu9rQGqOmRtflKg?view_as=subscriber
http://www.hopelutheranrf.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HopeLutheranRiverFallsWi/?ref=bookmarks
file:///C:/Users/Annie/Downloads/%20https/www.facebook.com/groups/447827185278687/

