
From the Pastor: Week 1 of Lent Devotion 

Vulnerability is the core of shame and fear and our struggle for worthiness,  
but it appears that it’s also the birthplace of joy, of creativity, of belonging, of love. -Dr. Brene Brown. 

 
On Sunday, we heard the story of Jesus' temptation in the wilderness. I preached about how the Devil 
came to Jesus in his most vulnerable moments, but because Jesus has his trust in God and was led by 
the Spirit, his vulnerable moment ended in triumph.  
 
The Spirit also leads us into vulnerable spaces to do important ministry. The Devil might be waiting to 
distract us in the midst of the scary parts of our vulnerability, but when tethered to the Spirit, God can do 
amazing things with our vulnerability for the sake of others. As the quote above from Dr. Brene Brown 
reads, waiting in our vulnerability is the ability to find and provide joy, creativity, belonging and love. 
When we risk being vulnerable as Christians in the ways we extend our table so others might come to 
know Jesus, we will be pleasantly surprised by the creativity the Spirit sparks in us to do so! We will be 
pleasantly surprised by the joy, sense of belonging, and love others come to know through our ministry!  
 
I’d like to share an example of such vulnerability I experienced last Tuesday.  
 
I went to the Kinni Café for lunch to do some work. I was there for a few hours, nursing some coffee 
while finalizing our Ash Wednesday service. My waitress was a lovely young woman, who I learned was 
a student at UWRF. She kept my coffee and water filled and told me to stay as long as I liked…she’d be 
there til 7 anyway!  
After a while she returned with the coffee pot in hand and asked, “so…are you a pastor or something?” 
The Ash Wednesday bulletin was conspicuously pulled up on my laptop. I purposely hadn ’t brought my 
“pastor’s public office hours” sign or bible that day since I knew I needed to get some work done. I admit 
I was caught a little off guard as I searched in my brain for the best way to respond to this college stu-
dent, preparing myself for all sorts of follow-up questions she might ask. I responded. “Yes actually, I 
am Pastor Annie and I serve at Hope Lutheran Church here in town!” She surprised me with her re-
sponse. “Really?! I have been looking for a church! Are you ELCA?” The conversation continued and as 
it turns out, she is actively involved in an ELCA congregation in Minnesota and was really hoping to find 
a place to connect here in town. We continued chatting and I invited her to our Ash Wednesday service 
I shared about Journey House as well and handed her my card. She seemed grateful to receive it. I left 
feeling hopeful about the encounter, but grounding myself in the reality that walking into a new place for 
Ash Wednesday could also be really intimidating. But you know what? 
 
She showed up! With 2 other friends! And for whatever reason, so did 3 other new college students, as 
well as 1 who has been joining us for a few weeks on Wednesdays. We had 7 UWRF students at our 
Ash Wednesday service, partly because God presented me with an opportunity to be vulnerable, but 
mostly because God inspired 7 college students to embrace their own vulnerability in seeking and 
showing up somewhere totally new! Maybe they’ll return, or maybe they won’t, but for whatever reason 
those young adults were hungering for a spiritual encounter on that specific night of the year, and they 
found it here at Hope.  
 
Read Matthew 4:1-11.  
When have you felt the most vulnerable? Did you notice anything evil or holy showing up in the 
midst of that vulnerability? 
Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Spirit. What vulnerable space is the Spirit sending you 
into this week?  
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

Krista Spieler (friend of Bill & Kay Montgomery) 

Rae Farley (friend of Paula Klacan & Marcella Field) 

The Laidlaw Family 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Terri Bevan (sister to Karen Ottney-Kaste) 

James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen) 

Jim Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Jacob Esanbock (Mary Thompson’s nephew) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rode-

wald) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

 

Sunday Worship Volunteers 

March 8, 2020 

Second Sunday in Lent 

 Presiding Pastor Pastor Annie Ladnier 

 Assisting Minister Carl Warren 

 Greeter Alyssa Boock 

 Ushers Alyssa Boock 

Dan Malaney 

 Reader & Prayers Kathy Scott 

 Communion   Jan Malaney 

 Pianist Phil Klacan 

 Communion Prep Connie Kurten 

 Bread Maker Jan Malaney 

 Fellowship Kathy Scott 

Looking Ahead at HOPE 
Wednesday 

March 4th 
6:00 –  Lenten Extending the Table Dinner 
Church 

Thursday 
March 5th 

6:00 – PEO Meeting 
7:00 – Mission Ministry Meeting 

Friday 
March 

  
All Day – Pastors Sabbath 

Saturday 
Marth 7th 

  
All Day – EPIC – Rice Lake 

Sunday8th 
March 

  
9:30 – Sunday Worship 

Reverse Offering This Lent! 
Over the course of the next 6 weeks, you will notice another set of baskets circling 

around during our offering in worship! These are our “Reverse Offering” baskets and 

you are invited, each week, to take a slip of paper from them. On that slip of paper 

will be an item, or a list of items to bring back the following week. By the end of Lent 

we will support 6 different local ministries through our collections! 

 

IF YOU WERE UNABLE TO BE WITH US SUNDAY AND WILL MISS WEDNESDAY 

THIS WEEK, here is this week’s item: Please bring 1 old t-shirt, size Adult S-L to 

support HOPE’s participation in “Hope for Creation” of River Falls. We’ll be turning 

this into something new!  

 

Join us each week to discover the different ways we will be lifting up organizations 
that serve our community!  



Lent 2020: "Extending the Table" 
 

Join us on Sundays and Wednesdays as we develop practices to grow 
in our spiritual practice of hospitality.  Sundays: We'll look at a series of 
questions asked in scripture that get at the heart of hospitality 
(9:30AM) 
 

Wednesdays: Join us at 6PM for Dinner Church. We will gather around 
tables as we worship and eat together during a service framed by the 
Eucharist. Full meals will be shared together as we sing, learn, pray 
and serve together. All ages are  encouraged! Dinner Church will be 
celebrated each of the 5 Wednesdays of Lent following Ash Wednes-
day. We will learn and practice what it looks like to "Extend the Table" 
to our neighbors.  
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SPRING IS COMING 

Property Landscape Committee is looking for perennials 

donations to be used around Outdoor Worship.  Please 

sign up at church or email psrudesill@gmail.com 

Family Springtime Event!   

Games and Chili Feed 

Saturday, March 14th, 3:30  
 

Everyone is invited for a fun family gathering at HOPE.  Games of all 

kinds will be on hand or bring your favorite family games.  Congregational 

Life will provide chili and all the fixings.  Just bring your competitive spirit 

and appetite.  Child care will be available for the little ones. 

Coffee with Pastor Annie 

Please join Congregational Life on Tuesday, March 17th, at 

10:00 for coffee and conversation with Pastor Annie. 
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If you would like to know more about what’s happening at HOPE please 

contact the office.  Olive will be happy to send you  Ministry Reports, 

Council Minutes and Financial Reports.  

Prayer Requests 
One of the privileges of being a part of the body of Christ is the opportunity to share 
in the joy and the sorrow of others.  If you have a special prayer request or would 
like to place someone on the prayer chain, please contact the church office via email 
hopelutheran.rf@gmail.com or call 715-425-9750, and we will make sure to add that 
person to our prayer list. 
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Celebrating

Mark and Sarah Bondhus 15-Mar 40 years

March Baptisms

Darcy Boock

Samatha Brill

Luke Flirasky

Sara Filarsky

Lexy Getschel

Gorden Hedahl

Richard Jackson

Connie Juaire

Katherine (Klacan) Schilling

Morgan Leitch

Gwen Paulson

Kyle Rudesill

Susie Rudesill

Name Birth Date

Carl Warren 3-Mar

Madison Ziebarth 3-Mar

Jayden Serene 3-Mar

Grant Klacan 3-Mar

John Peter Eaton 5-Mar

Braden Johnson 7-Mar

Carter Serene 8-Mar

Erik Oppegard 9-Mar

Amanda Robinson 9-Mar

Addyson Wolfe 9-Mar

David Bailey 10-Mar

Sharon Paulson 10-Mar

Shelby Roquette 31-Mar

Amber Carlson 15-Mar

Mollie Malaney 15-Mar

James Pratt 15-Mar

Carly Wunrow 17-Mar

Karen Ottney-Kaste 22-Mar

Joseph Kurten 22-Mar

Margaret Anderson 23-Mar

Lee Getschel 23-Mar

David Peters 23-Mar

Andrea Boock 31-Mar

Leonard Juaire 31-Mar

Roger Tweiten 31-Mar

Ben Wunrow 31-Mar

March Birthdays
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