
March 16, 2020 
Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God;  

I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand 
Isaiah 41:10 

 
With new guidance about Covid-19 from public health experts and the Centers for Disease 
Control the executive ministry team has prayerfully decided that HOPE will pause ALL 
worship services and in-person church activities until at least April 5, 2020.  

 
This action is difficult, but necessary to protect the health of our congregation, and the broader 
world. While we are saddened to be physically apart we are also confident that we will remain 
spiritually connected in this holy season of Lent. 
 
Christ is and will be present with us as we gather in new ways in the coming days! As 
Sunday’s lesson from John taught us, it is not about where we worship, but that we do so in 
spirit and truth. Many of you were able to experience this on Sunday as you joined our very first 
live-streamed service on Facebook Live. 
 
We expect this practice of “fasting” from our mass gatherings will lead to discoveries of new 
meaningful spiritual practices and connections. And this temporary physical separation will 
make our reunion all the more joyous when we feast at the table together again!  
 
We are investigating communication options for our time apart, including Facebook Live, Zoom, 
WebEx, the HOPE group facebook page, email and phone. Don’t worry if the methods are new 
to you. We are committed to including everyone, and help with using them will be a priority. 
Information on upcoming meetings and methods will be sent shortly. 

 
It is understandable if you are worried at this time, and need spiritual support. Remember that 
Pastor Annie is still always available for pastoral care and will respond in the best and safest 
ways possible if any need may arise. You can reach her directly on her cell phone: 309-781-
0509 or email hopelutheranpastor.rf@gmail.com.  
 
We worship a God who is always bringing forth life, and promises to do the same for us now. 
Stay hopeful, love and care for your neighbor, check in with one another, and wash your hands!  
  
Let us pray, 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths 
as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
God is with all of us!  
HOPE Executive Team 
Bill Berndt, Keith Getschel, Jeff Rodewald, Alyssa Boock, Pastor Annie 
 


