
Why Do We Have An Annual Meeting? 

“O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!” Psalm 98:1 

This Sunday, January 19th, we will meet following worship for our Annual 

Meeting! This may seem like "just one more church meeting." Or it might seem 

like "one more time to talk about the budget" or "another discussion on proper-

ty." While some of that is discussed, and those matters are important publicly 

affirm, we come together on Sunday to do much more than that!  

Our Annual Meeting gives, first and foremost, opportunity to CELEBRATE all that 

God has done in and through the people of this faith community! God has done 

INCREDIBLE things with us this year and it is worth singing a song and offering 

our praise! God has transformed our ordinary time, our unique gifts, and even 

our seemingly small dollars to do extraordinary ministry for the sake of our sib-

lings in Christ. As you read over reports, do so prayerfully! Look! God has fed 

hungry children in our community! God has provided needed items to people ex-

periencing homelessness! God has cared for victims of domestic violence! God 

has taught our children about how much they are loved! God has made a space 

for others to experience nature and celebrate their own major life events in our 

outdoor worship space! God has helped us do oh so much! Let's celebrate!   

And then, let's dream! Let's listen to where God is leading us next and make a 

way for all that God has in store for us as we continue to combine our time, our 

talents, and our financial contributions to BE the Gospel in our community and 

world! Thanks be to God!  

A Message  From Pastor Annie 
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  Please lift up the following people in prayer 

The Laidlaw Family 

Kelly Brenna Luckey (friend of Lisa Ziebarth) 

Terri Bevan (sister to Karen Ottney-Kaste) 

James Hansen (father of Mike Hansen) 

Jim Pratt 

Ida Mae & Bud Ziebarth (Mark’s mother & father) 

Jerry Brandt 

Lane Branson (relative of Boock family) 

Joyce Kosbau (sister of Jerry Brandt) 

Susan Rehr (friend of Kathy Scott) 

Vernon Johnson (Betty Lou Oppegard’s brother) 

Tanner Kelm 

Lisa Sigfrids (relative of the Boocks) 

Carol Moenke 

Dorie (sister of Michelle Leisz) 

Cody Castillo (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Debi Forsyth (friend of Linda Jacobson) 

Jon Boyce 

Jay and Jeri Jorgenson (friends of the Bohnerts) 

Marilyn Schmidt (Darcy Boock’s sister-in-law) 

Nichole Bates (friend of Lizzy Rodewald) 

Jacob Esanbock (Mary Thompson’s nephew) 

Steve & Beth Pugh (friends of Karen & Jeff Rodewald) 

Mike Scott (brother of Robb Scott) 

Rod Cina (son of Mary Solum) 

 

Sunday Worship Volunteers 

January 19, 2020 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 Presiding Pastor Pastor Annie Ladnier 

 Assisting Minister Carl Warren 

 Greeter The Brill Family 

 Ushers Mark & Sarah Bondhus 

 Reader & Prayers Ryan Brill 

 Communion Server Sammy, McKenna  

and Lillian Brill 

 Acolyte McKenna Brill 

 Pianist Betty Lou Oppegard 

 Communion Prep Bill Berndt 

 Bread Maker Gloria Johnson 

 Fellowship Mark & Sarah Bondus 

Mark your calendars for HOPE’s Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 19th, following worship service.  

Looking Ahead at HOPE 

Tuesday 
January 14

th
 

4:45 – Education Ministry Meeting 
6:30 – Council Meeting 

  
Wednesday 
January 15

th
 

6:00 – Family Worship 
6:30 – Faith Adventures 
6:30 – Confirmation Class 

Friday 
January 17

th
 

  
All Day – Pastor’s Sabbath 

Sunday 
January 19

th
 

9:30 – Sunday Worship 
10:30 – Annual Meeting 
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE-February 16, 2020 

HOPE Lutheran is invited to attend the annual "IT TAKES A VILLAGE" con-
cert,  scheduled for 4pm Sunday, February 16, 2020, at Ezekiel Lutheran 
Church.  Four choirs will be featured in the program, including the River Falls Ecu-
menical Choir which is open to everyone interested in singing in the concert.  The 
choir rehearsals are scheduled on the Sunday afternoons of January 26, the 2nd and 
9th of February at Luther Memorial, and 1pm on February 16th at Ezekiel.  Rehears-
al times will be announced soon.   

The concert is a benefit for the people of Ganthier, Haiti, providing food for the chil-
dren and support for school teachers and staff and orphanage.  

Dear Friends at HOPE Lutheran, 

Thank you for your recent donation to the Backpack Program in the 

amount of $689.28.  We appreciate the support as we work and help 

those who are struggling to make ends meet and struggling to feed 

their children.   
 

We could not help the number of people we do without support like 

yours.  So thank you again for your generosity! 
 

Wishing everyone a wonderful 2020! 
 

Shelly Smith  

Our Neighbor’s Place 

 

 



Greetings Journey House friends, 
 
On behalf of the student leaders, and the Journey House Board, I greet you in the new year of 2020. 
 
As many of you know, Journey House Campus Ministry is a diverse Christian community 
and UWRF student organization that welcomes everyone regardless of race, religion, gender identi-
ty,  
or sexual orientation.  We host a variety of activities throughout the semester. 
 
With the beginning of the new semester Journey House is looking for groups to volunteer for our  
Free Monday Night Meals. The open dates are posted below.  If you wish to provide the meal please  
let me know and we’ll coordinate the serving and clean-up accordingly. If you’d like to prepare the 
meal  
but would like Journey House to purchase ingredients please provide me with an ingredient list one 
week  
in advance of your scheduled meal and I’ll do your shopping for you. You can use the Journey House  
kitchen for your preparation the day of your meal or on the preceding weekend, just let me know  
your preference. 
 
Volunteers are welcome to help the night of the meal to serve and clean up.  Groups that volunteer 
have  
the opportunity to host an activity after the meal using the Journey House space. Groups can al-
so advertise  
for their organization on the tables in the space if they provide us with their logo or information  
prior to the meal. 
 
Suggested shifts are from 5-6:30 PM and 6-7:30 PM. 
 
If you and your group are interested in volunteering for a meal, please respond with what Monday(s)  
that you might be interested in helping with. Feel free to reach out with any questions. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Sandy 

Sandra Johnson, Campus Pastor 
Journey House Campus Ministry 
143 East Cascade Ave. 
River Falls, WI 54022 
journeyhousecampusministry@gmail.com 

January 27 
February 3, 10, 17, 24 
March 2, 9, 16, 30 
April 6, 13, 20, 27 
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A Call for Care!  
In these troubling times of international conflict, we want to give special attention to 
all those whom we know and love in the armed forces. In particular, I encourage 
you to hold Erick and JP Eaton in your prayers! Erick is finishing up training at Fort 
Sam, Houston until April 18, 2020 and JP will be stationed overseas through the fall 
of 2020. They would LOVE to hear from you! Here are their addresses. Even a 
simple "thinking of you" card would mean a tremendous amount to these young 
men. Please let the office know of other military personnel that may like to receive 
messages from HOPE!  
 
Lord, please hold all of our military forces throughout the world in your tender care, 
returning them safely to us and guide the important work of our leaders, that all 
may strive towards peace for all people throughout the world. Amen.  
 
JP's Address: 
SPC, Eaton, John 
113 EN BN (829 EVCC) 
APO AE 09366 
 
Erik's Address: 
PFC Eaton, Erik 
232d Med BN, F Co Class 20-20 
3820 Williams Way 
JBSA, Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234 
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The Climate/Environment Discussion Group  
This group will meet starting this coming Sunday, and will con-
tinue on  Sundays of January 26th, and February 2nd.   
See you in the Eidskog room following service. 

Coffee with Pastor Annie 

Please join Congregational Life on Tuesday, January 21st, at 

10:00 for coffee and conversation with Pastor Annie. 

Congregational Life is planning two fun family events for February!   

Save the dates for: 
 

Family Bowling Event - Sunday, February 9th at 2:00 
 

Chili Feed and Game Night - An evening in March –the date will be an-

nounced in a couple weeks! 

 

Watch for more details in the coming weeks! 

Please Come Celebrate 
2020 River Falls Dr. MLK Jr. Holiday Breakfast 
   Monday 01/20/2020 from 7 am to 9:15 am 
   St Bridget, 211 East Division St, River Falls 

Benefiting UNCF 
   Hot Breakfast, Youth Music/Poetry/Art 

Live broadcast of Keynote Speech of Eric Holder 
   $5 per person donation collected at event 

                  REGISTER @ Eventbrite 
 More info at www.saintbridgets.org/mlk.cfm 

http://www.saintbridgets.org/mlk.cfm


If you would like to know more about what’s happening at HOPE please 

contact the office.  Olive will be happy to send you  Ministry Reports, 

Council Minutes and Financial Reports.  

Prayer Requests 
One of the privileges of being a part of the body of Christ is the opportunity to share 
in the joy and the sorrow of others.  If you have a special prayer request or would 
like to place someone on the prayer chain, please contact the church office via email 
hopelutheran.rf@gmail.com or call 715-425-9750, and we will make sure to add that 
person to our prayer list. 
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Gregg Heinselman

Mark Bondhus

Sarah Bailey

Wendy Tokheim

Lisa Ryland

Karen Rodewald

Greta Wunrow

Gorden Hedahl 2-Jan

Kenna Frisch 6-Jan

Katherine (Klacan) Schilling 11-Jan

Camryn Shea 11-Jan

Kaye Anderson 12-Jan

Mary Thompson 13-Jan

Jan Malaney 15-Jan

Connie Juaire 16-Jan

Samantha Brill 18-Jan

Owen Bailey 18-Jan

Sydney Wolfe 19-Jan

Sarah Parks 20-Jan

Lexy Getschel 21-Jan

Mason Shea 21-Jan

Andrew Parks 24-Jan

Jeremy Wolfe 31-Jan

Daytime Book Group - This Tender Land - For fans of Before We Were Yours 

and Where the Crawdads Sing, a magnificent novel about four orphans on a 

life-changing odyssey during the Great Depression. January 20th, 12:00 in the 

Eidskog Room. 

Evening Book Club -  Monday, January 27th, at Steve and Karen Kaste’s house - 

Norwegian By Night, by Derek Miller.  This charming debut has the brains of a literary novel and the 

body of a thriller. Our hero is Sheldon Horowitz, an 82-year-old widower with prostate issues. Too 

young to volunteer for World War II, he jumped at Korea but always felt he’d missed his moment. Tak-

ing the hint, his son, Saul, hustled off to Vietnam and got killed. Now pickled in guilt, Sheldon has left 

New York for Oslo to live with the granddaughter he raised and her easygoing Norwegian husband. 

One morning, their upstairs neighbor flees a violent man with her son. Sheldon spies her desperation 

through his peephole and recalls the Europeans who saw the same and kept their doors locked. Here, 

finally, is his chance. Though he fails to protect the mother, Sheldon takes off with the boy. Maybe this 
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