
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mission Folks: 
Here is my suggested text for a report to the church council and 
congregation in regard to Hope’s support for the asylum family. 
please give me your feedback and suggestions.  I plan to ask the 
office to publish it in the weekly news as well as a bulletin insert for 
Sunday morning, preferably on July 16th, the day of our next asylum 
offering.   thanks!  bill 
 
Dear Members of Hope Lutheran church:  

Thank you for your past and continuing support of the Ecumenical 
Asylum Committee (EAC) and the family that we  are helping to care 
for, Heidy and her four children, Alison, Melany, Josue, and Carlos, 
ages ten to three .  The process  started in 2015 under the leadership 
of Barb de Souza and Bobbie Kuhn, members of the UCC 
Congregational church,  along with River Falls ecumenical church  
leadership and members.  Their goal was to help children crossing 
our southern borders to escape corruption, gang violence and 
poverty in their home countries.  Our  family, escaping gang and 
domestic abuse,   relocated to River Falls from Guatamala, on 
February 3,  2016,  at the invitation of  the EAC.  

The family is now being supported by seven River Falls  
congregations including St. Bridget’s, United Methodist, United 
Church of Christ Congregational, Assembly of God,  Unitarian 
Universalist , Ezekiel Lutheran, and Hope Lutheran.  In addition there 
are  many  other volunteers who   are providing financial support, as 
well as  a great variety of personal activities including shopping, 
education, medical and legal support, religious education, 
babysitting, clothing, and counseling .  

In the months since their arrival in RF , much progress has been 
made. On  Monday, October 17, 2016 , an immigration judge, with the 
approval of Homeland Security’s prosecuting attorney, granted asylum for 
Heidy  and her children.  The whole family is working hard on their English, 
with  three of the children  fluent in English and attending Greenwood 



Elementary school. This fall Carlos will be in the Ezekiel preschool program.  
Heidy is being privately tutored and  plans to start working more so she 
will be more self-supportive. Currently she is babysitting and  in the 
fall plans to  work at Mariachi Loco restaurant. She has made some 
wonderful friends in the  community who give her clothes, rides, and 
take her and the kids to garage sales, to the beach, church, and 
school functions.   

The family lives on $1200 a month, $800 of which is rent  and utilities, mostly 
paid for by congregational and private generous donations. Some 
congregations have pledged a specific donation monthly.  Hope’s financial 
support began with our Lenten offerings in 2016 which resulted in gifts 
totaling  $1984.17. In 2017 the  voluntary “noisy offerings” on the third 
Sunday of each month has totaled  $399.35 for total  of $2383.52.  Heidy and 
her children attended worship at Hope Lutheran  in 2016 and were 
introduced to the congregation.   One Wednesday Heidy  cooked and along 
with a group of volunteers served a meal of Guatemalan  food for Hope 
Lutheran  as a fund raiser for the EAC.   

Thanks to Dave Peters who attends the monthly EAC meetings on behalf of 
the Hope Mission committee and congregation and writes “ that this is an 
exceptionally worthy,  well executed, and eminently successful 
social outreach venture for the participating churches”. Dreams 
of cit izenship for these f ive people are now becoming reality, 
thanks to the generous support, values, and faith of the River 
Falls community and congregations.   

A more complete summary of the history of the EAC and our 
asylum family,  entit led “Resett lement of a Guatemalan Family” 
by Bobbie Kuhn, is available in the church off ice.  

 


